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Luke 11:2

“ ¢

He said to them, “When you pray, say: “ ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your

kingdom come.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it
bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so
is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty but will

accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it”.

Isaiah 55:9-11
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INTRODUCTION

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, declares the LORD. As the heavens are
higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

{Isaiahs5:8-9}

The revelatory insight of this scripture buttresses the values and principles we are
about to glean through this material. This statement is one of the most profound
declarations in the word of God, in the sense that it lays the foundation and core
pillars of approaching or viewing the things of the Spirit, especially in the place of
effective prayer engagement. Hence, it is very important that we keep this scripture
before us as the guiding compass which will lead us into the eternities of the father,
and of course his current spoken word regarding the coming of his kingdom into

our space.

There is no stronger area of Christianity that so influences the outcome of faith,
hope and love for the promises of God, than the concept of prayer. How we dialogue
and transact spiritual business at any level is solidly informed by and built on the
orientation or the foundation of our prayer culture. It is a known fact that most of
what is generally accepted today as effective prayer is mostly influenced by our
cultural background, denominational exposure, and of course, the unique

socioeconomic and geopolitical challenges within our region of existence.
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This material will give a new insight and help gain proper perspective to the required
standard of effective praying in this season of transition. It addresses the question
of what makes prayer effectual within the context of what is known today as the
gospel of the kingdom. It is important to be reminded that it is within the context
of this gospel of the kingdom that the Father has given full authority to finalize all

his purposes for the earth and humanity.

Whatever Church leaders have preached, taught and built within the operating
paradigm of their Church members, outside the ambience of the gospel of the
kingdom will certainly not stand the test of time. Kingdom truth redefines the
values and operating system of all existence; this includes the way we pray and

perceive prayers should be answered.

And now I will show you the most excellent way....... {1 Cor 12:31}

Some of the findings in this material might be challenging to your definition and
perception of how we have taught prayer and intercession from past movements of
the Spirit. Truth is progressive in nature and we are advised to continually increase
in its revelational nature, so we can accurately understand and advance unto

perfection in Christ.

Please do not reject this truth but allow the guiding light of the Holy Spirit to beam
new illuminating revelation of the present-day intercessory ministry of the apostolic
reformation into your heart. We know in part and therefore we prophesy in part.
When the increase of Christ’s kingdom comes to us in new season, we must have
the courage and attitude to embrace His higher values and standards. This gives the
Church the resources and capacity to accelerate in the fullness of Christ’s purposes

in the earth.
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Prayer, as we will discover, is a powerful spiritual mechanism ordained to shape our
entire spiritual structure, and to invite the reality of God’s kingdom philosophy into
our space and sphere. Whatever we have been commissioned to achieve in this epic
season will certainly require a higher and a more solid reality of spiritual insight and
depth in order to carefully discern the current location and position of the thoughts
and ways of the Father. New position in the Spirit requires a recalibration of our

prophetic compass for accurate positioning and direction.

While it is true that prayer is the currency of the Spirit in which we trade
regarding our life’s journey and the destiny of nations; it is equally true that
if we are spiritually bankrupt and ignorant of the forces that influence the
religious and socioeconomic condition of our society, our prayers can
become easily hijacked and confined to the state of what we see, feel, or think
without penetrating that divine atmosphere required for the necessary

impact.

There is no doubt that human challenges are very real, and thus send powerful,
emotional impulse signals to our undisciplined thoughts realm, which causes an
immediate response to fear and anxiety. The enemy then uses this as a strong
weapon to weaken our faith, blind our spiritual sight, and ultimately discourage us

from pressing further beyond the boundaries of present temporal realities at hand.
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While prayer seeks to meet the current need of human life, the idea and divine
blueprint for how we should effectively pray must always override what we see or
feel in the natural. This myopic view many in the Church had nursed in terms of the
function and authority of prayer has become very weak and obsolete as the Church
enters a more complex dimension of spiritual warfare. The days ahead are packed
with prophetic engagements which require a new level of maturity to remain

relevant and effective in our ordained assignment.

Spiritual warfare is, today, playing out through some of the ordinary interaction we
could never believe the enemy will use to attack our faith. We are also witnessing,
what could be referred to as, advanced spiritual engagement with ancient
philosophy, now challenging the authenticity of our faith and hope in Christ and his

church.

A journey of rediscovery

There is no doubt, that the Body of Christ across the globe has enjoyed seasons and
times of refreshing in terms of what has been built and achieved in the place of
prayer. A face value of these “great accomplishments”, especially in some regions of

Africa and other parts of the world are astonishing.

It is however important to note that what may have been achieved due to the release
of the Lord’s grace and favor in the past seasons may not necessarily represent His

will and purpose in the next.

It is indeed true that we are dealing with the same old, Satan who enticed Eve in the
garden to rebelled against the will and command of the Father. The truth however

is, the dynamics of needs, spiritual warfare, and of cause, the unstable, complex,
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regional issues and the socioeconomic realities of the nations, play a major role in
shaping and determining how we often pray and perceive answered prayer.
Contextualizing the demand of God for each generation in terms of regeneration,
social justice, and the advancement of His kingdom, defines how effective prayer

and intercession should be viewed and understood.

Therefore, the required insight, wisdom and strategy to advance the current
prophetic agenda of the Lord in prayer in this epic season should be the concern of
believers globally. Each generation is unique in terms of the type of the required
pattern and capacity needed for both personal and corporate advancement of the
purposes of the Lord at the gate of transformation. It is important to note that the
Lord is ushering the 21st century church into a different kind of season; a season
unique for several reasons that must be adequately defined and understood both

personally and corporately as the body of Christ.

If there was ever a time the Lord was preparing His church to forcefully drive His
prophetic purposes to the finish, it is now. Now is the time in history where the
Lord’s desire is to see the harvest of righteousness gathered into his barnyard. These
objectives demand that we step up our revelational depth in terms of redefining the

role of effective prayer and intercessory engagement.

The current slumbering state of the Church, and the complex geopolitical and
socioeconomic challenges, reminds us of the urgency to upgrade and calibrate the
governmental capacity of the Church in the place of prophetic orientated prayer

posture.
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MY HEART DESIRE FOR THE READERS OF THIS MATERIAL

May those called into the present ministry of intercession {Craftsmen}, find this
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the psyche of the Lord’s people. May the grace and authority to establish the house
of the Lord as the chief mountain over the nations be granted to you, as you hear
the voice that shatters false altars in the high places of human hearts through the

pages of this piece of material.

As you passionately desire to build a house of rest for God through your prayer life,
may you be granted access into the king’s forest to gather woods for the rebuilding
of the broken walls and burnt gates of the nations in the place of strategic, apostolic
intercession. | pray that these words will bring the right answer to the burning,
unanswered questions about spiritual protocol and the pattern of precise, divine
interaction and intercession in this hour of reformation and the ultimate restoration

of all things.

It is my prayer that you will find unlimited spiritual nourishment and re-direction
for the journey ahead of you, as you embrace the present upgraded mandate of
apostolic intercession for your life, family, fellowship and city through the pages of
this material. It is my desire that as you feed on this undiluted truth, you will clearly
hear the voice of His Spirit; as He shows you His mind for the next marching order

in the ministry of prayer.
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[ pray that you would find the preferred pattern, concept and process of divine
interaction and dialogue within this material suitable for spiritual development and
expression. Also, I pray that both the capacity and posture of heart, which will finally
put to end the spirit of Jezebel hindering God’s prophetic counsel for the nations,

would be accomplished on the mountain of intercession.

This material is particularly for those who earnestly desire to move up to God’s
current revelational truth, in their personal or corporate advancement towards the
manifest knowledge of the glory of God through prayer and intercession. The
ministry of prayer has always been a tool for the birthing of the Lord’s purposes and
the re-awakening of apostolic truth patterns, designed to bring the Church closer to

her day of finishing all the purposes of God for humanity.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 16



http://www.portalsgate.org/

Chapter 1

REDEFINING THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER

In order to give an explicit definition of the life and nature of prayer in this new day
of the Spirit; there is a need to deliberately identify the general manner and pattern
of what we call “praying”. As I have articulated in my introduction that, most prayers
that are offered by the Church are usually determined and executed based on certain
environmental influence and forces, which, we often don’t realize have become our

default cultural template of thinking and response.

When a believer's spiritual understanding is not correctly configured on a sound
and solid biblical foundation, such a person’s orientation of self-view, worldview or
any other life reality is directly transported into his or her sphere of spiritual
interaction, especially, in the place of prayer and interpretation of God’s word. It is
important we stress that prayer exposes the very intent of the hearts of men. If we
truly want to know what the spiritual depth or configuration of a Christian is made

of, all we need is to listen to such individual or group praying.

Prayer ought to be a reflection, or better put, a result of what is precisely built within
us; or the lack of and dysfunctional state of our spiritual configuration. Whenever
we pray, we are both exposing and expressing who we are, how much of what we
know, and of cause, what we are ignorant of; and this gives the forces of darkness

access to manipulate or influence the direction of our prayer.
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What we meticulously seek to understand, in this material, is the ethos of prayer
and not essentially how to merely meet our material needs; which are very
important too. If we do not understand the divine technology ordained to drive the
ministry of prayer, it becomes so easy to either get tired or frustrated and lose hope
because we would seem not to be getting our needs met at our presumed appointed

time.

Therefore, we must shift our focus, perception and priority from the old, dominant,
religious utilitarian notion about prayer; as we hear the voice of the Spirit calling
His church, back to a more advanced position of effective preparedness, to forcefully

reengage the initiatives of the Father in this season of global harvest.

Hence, defining prayer from past-acquired theological knowledge or one’s personal
spiritual experiences could be commendable, but would certainly not suffice in
revealing the very essence and prophetic purpose of praying; especially in this day

of reformation and the restoration of apostolic truth.

[t is important to state again that, this resource material is not focused, nor limited
on how personal needs can be met; rather, it seeks to drastically adjust, change or
even remove the old dominant perceptional templates to a more accurate, holistic
principle of prayer, so we can take full advantage of the available resource in our

prayer engagement.
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Prayer, an outflow of your inner realities

Prayer is dynamic. It is the outflow of the internal realities, dealings and demands
of the Spirit of God in the saints towards the manifestation of the kingdom of God
in the earth. Prayer is the extension of the realities of our inner life. It is the
expression of how each of us are spiritually wired and configured to perceive and

relate either with, or to the Father; or to life’s general challenges.

To step into a higher reality of the ministry of prayer, there has to be a forceful
redefinition of the thoughts, desires and the unseen agendas that defines and shapes
the template of our spirituality. Nothing changes either in the spiritual or
earthly human realm without a proper interface with the mind {thought} of
the Lord through the channel of a heartfelt, kingdom focused, prayer and
intercession. Often, when we are faced with pressing challenges, what immediately

comes to mind, as solution, is usually based on where we have built our hope.

Hope in a God we do not see, or trust, can be very discouraging. This conclusion is
from a personal experience. Growing up without experiencing that unique touch of
a fatherly care and strong affirmations, it took me a long while to learn how to trust

and wait on the promise of a heavenly father I could not see in the place of prayer.

The harsh environment I grew up in, to a large extent, negatively shaped and
influenced my spiritual condition with regards to learning to trust or wait for a
promise; because it made me become self-dependent. Hope is a luxury to a person

who has not learnt and also accepted the ways of biblical spirituality.
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Faith, hope and love are not just some nice words we hold unto, in receiving the
promise of the Father; No, they are the very material heaven employs in constructing
the core values and templates of a lasting spiritual house. Hence, there’s a critical
need to allow heaven to meticulously take us through a stringent, kingdom
orientation that allows for effective connection of our spiritual network and signal

in the place of divine communication.

My initial understanding of prayer was it merely served as an escape route, and not
a true spiritual act, birthed from the standpoint of passion, devotion and care for
the things of the Spirit. Prayer to me was never conceived from a relationship that

ought to grow and develop through my love and devotion for the Holy Spirit.

I wanted something, or someone that could quickly fix me and my protracted
challenges and failures. It was quite difficult to understand and accept what
was required of me as a Christian; that I was expected to grow and
understand the life, the thoughts, and the ways of the Father and his
kingdom, before I could effectively begin to comprehend what prayer is all
about. I did not understand that my entire life, mission, and destiny is
completely numbered and engraved on the father’s palm according to Psalms
139, and that should have actually been sufficient for me to hold onto for my

security and prosperity.

Nothing could stop nor hinder His good plans for me only if | am awoken to the true
revelatory knowledge of His eternal intent for me. However, the ignorance of who I
have been ordained to become in Christ, irrespective of my needs, limitations and

the dysfunctional environment of my up bring, hindered me, at least for a season
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from comprehending this eternal identity and security I have in Christ. Now, that’s
a big one. If I walk in the eternal knowledge of what has been ordained or given to
me, then it’s only a matter of time before such truth comes into manifestation; but
if I remain blind or ignorant, then the dark forces will continue to manipulate and

control my life.

Did not the scripture say, “My people perish for lack of knowledge”? Indeed, the lack
of knowledge on various spiritual or natural fronts has been a major hindrance to
accepting our heritage and identity in the kingdom. It is very necessary, and
imperative, that we emphasize this: “the spiritual force behind a prayer or the effect

of prayer is a direct result of the condition of the life of the person praying”.

You cannot successfully separate prayer either as “a communication” or “a request”
from the entire spiritual orientation and behavioral attitude of the person. Your life
is the summary, or better put the total, of your engagement in prayer. If you are a
person of doubt, unbelief, fear, disappointment, frustration, etc., that’s exactly what
your prayer will most times express, even when you seem to be saying the right

things and may even look very pious and seemingly honest in your prayer activity.

Remember, the true act of prayer is not really in the activity of ‘praying’, but
on the true condition and the authentic configuration of the heart of the

person supplicating or interceding.

Prayer is the vehicle that both carries and connects man with a more superior realm
of life. This realm of life goes far beyond what the unregenerated, sensory human

faculty can comprehend. The sound condition of this vehicle that carries our

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 21



http://www.portalsgate.org/

petition and request before the throne room must be sound and pure or else our
prayer will not leave the realm of the point of praying. Our current apostolic prayer
philosophy must be built with the best, most modern, relevant, spiritual,
engineering hardware and software to access new frontiers within the universal

thought realm of the Father.

Prayer, a basic spiritual law

It is important to recognize the fact that, while prayer does work as the
communicative channel to access the supernatural realm of God for Christians,
adherents of other religious faiths also employ the means of prayer as a spiritual
portal to access another dimension of life; as long as they know how to drive the
vehicle of praying into that spiritual reality. The implication of this is that prayer is
a powerful vehicle and universal language that transports humans into the spirit

world.

What is being said, how it is being said and to whom it is being directed, will
determine whether the one praying is led into the glorious dimensions of God’s truth
or down the dark pathway of satanic activities. Unfortunately, many have slid down

this latter road, due to lack of sound biblical knowledge mixed with pure faith.

As useful as a vehicle can be, one needs to have a definite knowledge of driving and
how to use the provisions of GPS so that you could arrive at the desired destination.
Where there is no clear prophetic direction and destination in God’s prophetic
calendar for us, prayer can be hijacked through the unregenerated soul, which then

becomes a powerful influential tool in the hands of the enemy.
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Driving the vehicle of prayer according to God’s divine, kingdom order and pattern
is what we intent to rediscover through this material. An assuming attitude that
what we already know in terms of the revelational height, depth, and width of how
to pray is a total misjudgment of the vision and objectives of the teaching of prayer
according to Luke m:1b... Lord, teach us how to pray as John taught his disciples...
Kingdom centered prayer is established through a precise, revelatory life of Jesus
Christ being the way, the truth, and the [energy] life to all spiritual request and

activities.

Prayer, beyond spiritual communication

Narrowing down the definition of prayer to mere spiritual communication is like
trying to describe an object from one dimension, and then concluding that your
viewpoint is the precise and only definition of the whole. There was a time in human
history when the world was assumed to be flat until new discoveries proved the

theory completely inaccurate.

Prayer is a spiritual journey into the unknown eternities within the Father,
calling for the nobles and worthy ones to come experience His glory for
creation to behold and be transformed. Yet, the approach of this worthy
saints must be in synchronization with the laid down protocols, principles
and value standard, ordained to guide one's pathway into that heart core

destination of the Father.

While it may be difficult to describe the core purpose of prayer with the soulish
mind, since it involves the rebuilding and re-alignment of man back to divine order;

yet there are doctrinal truths that when followed, establishes the footing of effective
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and purpose-driven prayer. Prayer becomes highly challenging to understand and
apply when we are spiritually blind to the truth or just refuse to adhere to the biblical

patterns and structural foundation.

Our belief system defines the core realities of the knowledge we express through the
course of our journey of life. This knowledge or experience, either right or wrong,
tremendously shapes and defines how we pray and analyze answered or rejected
prayer points. Aswe step into newer seasons of truth, this old imbibed {strongholds}
template of thinking starts to give way as restored truth prevails over our perception

and faculties.

In other words, current reformation truth shaping the Church overrides the former
dominant religious ideology of our thinking, which ultimately affects how we pray
and understand the impact of our prayers. Prayer is the story of the seasons of our
journey towards that perfected {matured} place in Christ. It is the manifestation and
establishment of the kingdom of God within and around the believer’s life. Prayer is
the portal the Lord employs to advance the destiny of an individual or a community
from one point to its preferred ordained destination. He said to them, “ When you

pray say, Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come”. {Luke 1:2}

The coming of his kingdom into our prayer life

The coming or manifestation of the kingdom of God into all aspects of human lives
is the answer to meeting all needs. When prayer is considered from this spiritual
template, our understanding of God drastically changes from viewing prayer as a

tool to merely meeting needs, to establishing and advancing His kingdom.
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When the will of the Father is permitted to find full expression in and through our
lives, all perceived needs; spiritual, psychological or material are all forced to align

to the divine will and plan of the Lord for your life.

God has invested interest in each of His creation. Regardless of the current spiritual
condition of a person or community in the society, the establishment of the will of
the Father in prayer, overrides whatever perceived desire or agenda men may be
nursing. Understanding the essence of the kingdom-centered prayer life brings us

to an elevated level of appreciating the ministry of prayer and intercession.

Prayer is birthed out of a well-seated revelation of advancing and establishing the
objectives of the kingdom of God in our various spheres of influence. Due to a very
superficial knowledge and understanding which most Christians are exposed to,
regarding the nature and realities of God’s kingdom, many are easily influenced to
the point of concluding that what they know concerning the desire of the Father

must be precise; even if they are totally inconsistent with biblical truth.

They forget, or just refuse to realize that God relates to individuals or communities
according to His progressive dealings in terms of His eternal plan. The Lord deals
with us in accordance with the seasons of our spiritual maturity, exposure and
understanding of His wisdom and revelation until there comes such a time when

we are taught His ways more perfectly. {Act 18:24-26, Act 19:1-4}

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 25



http://www.portalsgate.org/

Unfortunately, instead of this spiritual template of God’s progressive dealings, to
galvanize us into developing an in-depth quest for kingdom truth, we use the
fragmented truths to establish and reinforce ancient religious {system} spirits; pet
doctrines and denominations, which are solidly built around these so-called
experiences. The fact that something worked does not necessarily make it biblically
right. It is worthy of note that, knowledge or experiences are always subject to
change, when new discoveries or developments are reached on a higher plain.

{Numbers 20:7-12}

There is no doubt that the Body of Christ has indeed witnessed profound spiritual
input through the lives of ordinary men and women, who through their devotion to
prayer and intercession, moved the hand of God to change the destiny and spiritual
landscape of their generation. However, as we read and study the prayer life of these
great heroes of faith, we cannot conclude that their past positions or experiences
define the benchmark of the act of praying and intercession. Their insight into the
realm of prayer must inspire and motivate us into greater in- depth of understanding

on the subject and not to make their experience our benchmark.

The general assumption of prayer

Many have limited their faith walk because they allowed someone or the experience
of the past to peg their migration on the subject of prayer. Effective prayer according
to James 5:17 is one of the prevailing spiritual tools at the disposal of the Body of
Christ, yet it remains the least understood, neglected and misapplied. Ignorance of
the strategic place of prayer has caused great casualties and devastation to the very

spiritual structure of many Christians today.
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When considering the activity of the powers of darkness within the human soul, one
cannot but question if indeed the general knowledge and understanding of the heart

and act of praying are consistent with what Christ taught his Church.

Prayer has been assumed as a general spiritual activity any professed Christian
should be able to do without any formal doctrinal and revelational foundation. Yet,
we are shown throughout the bible that prayer should be precisely taught according
to apostolic framework. The frustration of the Disciples of Christ was visibly clear
when they could not cast out a demonic spirit tormenting a young lad, even though
they had done what they saw their master do several times. It is crucial we submit
ourselves to what the Spirit is currently revealing through the present apostolic

ministry, so we don't make the same mistake of the disciples.

A new sound from heaven

As the Lord continues to sound the trumpet {message} of reawakening and
repositioning to the hearing of His sleeping church regarding the subject of strategic
intercession, there will be a generation harvested in this awakening with a well-
matured apostolic culture that will restore to the Church and the nations the power
of precise, prophetic prayer lifestyle. As heaven responds to the cry and groaning of
a new order of people, seeking deliverance from Pharaoh’s religious system, the
liberty to raise the standard of kingdom and advance it through prophetic

intercession will engulf the earth life a wildfire.
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Lord is saying,” I am raising a new order of people within my house that will do my
bidding without fear or delay”. The power to utter governmental prayers that will
influence and transform the spiritual, political and socioeconomic landscape of
nations will emerge. Can you hear the cry of the nation’s seeking those with
apostolic sight for leadership? Multitudes are in the valley of decision, in search of
deliverance, yet deliverance can only come through the proclamation and

advancement of those commissioned to be saviors to communities and cities.

“And saviors shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and

the kingdom shall be the LORD'S”. [Obadiah 1:21]

The ministry of the four carpenters

The ministry of the four carpenters is emerging with profound prophetic apostolic
mandate to demolish the horns, frustrating and hindering the purposes of God from
coming to bear in the lives of the saints. The inability to hear and discern the sound
of the present marching order has continued to cripple many from participating in

the on-going migrational shift of the Spirit.

Developing a new prophetic spiritual language in intercessory expression as the
season changes plays a key role in dislodging the forces of hell. Regions and nations
are stretching their hands in hope that they will be free from the bondage of the
fallen carnal human nature, hindering the manifestation of true leadership. The
emergence of the ministry of the craftsmen {carpenters} and blacksmith according
to the scripture will precisely restore the Church and the nations to the Lord’s

ordained plan. {Zechariah 1:18-21}.
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New seasons usher in new dimensions of praying

A complete paradigm shift, especially in the place of prayer is the platform for
stepping into this day of the Lord’s craftsmen. Those established on the revelation
of past glorious seasons of God’s move are finding it very difficult to move into the
present required dimension due to their unwillingness to change their rigid old

wineskin.

As a season ends and awaits the birthing of a new day, the challenge throughout
history has always been the issue of having the ministry of the forerunner at the
gates with a precise prophetic sight and voice to usher men into the proceeding

voice of the Spirit.

Intercessors stir the heavenly atmosphere and create pathways in the earth for the
prophets and apostles to cooperate with God in His redemptive objective. Charting
the appropriate pathway for strong breakthrough capacity requires a mature
spiritual faculty. A mature spirit of prayer is highly desirable if the Church must

press into the harvest field and bring in the ripe fruits of the earth.

The ministry of prayer must be restored to its accurate prophetic platform in order
for the Church to step into the required governmental authority needed for the
reformation of nations. It is a known fact that whenever the Church refuses to move
according to the timing of the Lord, the enemy takes advantage of such slothfulness

to cause chaos at the gates.
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The reality of this present season presents a clear paradox. We are seeing the rising
of the spirit of iniquity amidst the present restoration of kingdom truth. In other
words, as the Lord awakens the sleeping Church with greater power and authority
the enemy will also intensify his activity by creating confusion and rebellion in the

hearts of men across the nations.

As we see the blooming of these two kinds of operating systems, almost co-existing
side by side, it is the duty of a praying company to raise the standard of kingdom
representation to a completely new, advanced level where satanic principalities and

imposters cannot duplicate.

The Lord showed us this pattern through the apostolic ministry of Moses in the
palace of Pharaoh. It is time the rod of the Church’s spiritual authority starts
consuming the false demonic system, mimicking the voice of the Lord in our
communities. The continual abdication of our position in what the scripture refers
to as fervent prayer has given the enemy legal ground to invade and capture the
souls of men in our communities. We must be resolute in our intercessory

representations that this shall not continue.

Result does not define the accuracy of your prayer

The realization that some of the so-called successful prayer achievements are satanic
mechanisms to distract the Church from reaching and fulfilling her destiny in the

earth, will certainly encourage a new understanding on the subject of prayer.
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Developing and upgrading the broken altar of intercession releases a new prophetic
insight to understand how to deal with the demonic system hindering the Church

from maximizing her influence and authority in the earth.

It has been revealed that many of the prayer initiatives being conducted out there,
in the name of trying to help meet people’s needs, are nothing but cover-ups system
of deception to control and manipulate desperate and innocent souls in search of

answers to their problems and needs.

The apostolic engagement of Moses authority in Pharaoh’s palace is symbolic of
today’s apostolic governmental church’s position in confronting these charlatans
and magicians claiming to be the voice of God to the mass thronging most of these

false houses which they call the church.

The ecclesia certainly needs a renewed understanding of her rod of governmental
authority in challenging these false apostle, prophets, pastors, Evangelist, and
teachers who have also turned their rods into snakes. Apostolic saints must emerge
with divine authority and grandeur to challenge these false orders, using the power
of Egypt to keep the people of God bound. We need to take this warfare back to
Pharaoh’s chamber as our rods are given a divine mandate to swallow the rods of

Egyptians magicians.
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Learning from the past

As this present generation of believer’s desires to see a more glorious outpouring of
apostolic spirit the first century church witnessed in regard to prayer and the
manifestation of apostolic life, we certainly need the same restored prayer template

and orientation of spiritual culture available to them.

The first century believers displayed an unprecedented quality of spirituality by
acknowledging prayer as one of their core priestly assignments, rather than a tool
for self-enrichment. These men and women showed profound qualities of courage,

faithfulness and loyalty, even in the face of great contradictions and threats.

They never allowed the verdict of evil principalities of their days to stop their pursuit
of kingdom advancement through the power of intercession. They lived a selfless
prayer life and were willing to go on interceding for the Church and the cities around
them without seeing immediate results of their intercession. All these people were
still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised;

they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. {Hebrew 11:13}

These saints did not for a moment doubt the demonstration of their faith and
prayers because they knew they had prayed in accordance to the divine plan and
will of the Father. These seemingly ordinary men and women, some of whom were

very young, had great standing and favor before the Lord.
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They knew how to deploy both the judgment and presence of the Lord over
individuals, nations and regions. These warriors of righteousness continue to show
the present-day Church how to remain courageous, faithful, and steadfast on the

altar of prayer even when a situation looks contrary and impossible.

Prayer to them was more than some appendix made to qualify their self-request
before the Lord; prayer was the definer of their culture and existence. It was the very
breath of their life! Prayer gave hope and meaning to their lives, encouragement in
times of fear, faith and hope in times of doubt and discouragement; love in times of

hate, victory in times of battle.

Prayer was their global positioning system {GPS} directing them to the higher realms
of fulfilling the plans and purposes of the Father. Prayer was the only key they had
known and their only means to access the mind and will of the Father. It was the
food they ate and the wine they all drank. Prayer was the joy and pleasure of their
existence; not to pray, to them, was to die! They all knew that kingdom centered
prayer life was not designed for the carnal unregenerated mind to understand or

practice. {Rom 12:1-3}

Setting the footing right

When people ultimately get their spiritual image restored to God’s original
blueprint, they certainly will know and prophetically understand how to engage
life’s complex challenges, and the issues of birthing the knowledge of the glory of

God’s kingdom destiny for their lives. {Mark 10:46-49}.
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Life and the general issues of the spirit are not intended to be handled from a trial
and error standpoint. Clarity, precision and strategic accuracy are required in the
dealing effectively with life’s issues. Life in its total ramifications is God’s field;
designed to bring a harvest at the end of the age. This implies that everything
{events} we do under the sun carries an implication that will either bring forth unto

the glory of God or incur the judgment of the Lord in the season of harvest.

Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say
to the reapers, "First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to

burn them but gather the wheat into my barn.” Matt 13:30 {NKJV}

The inability to properly grasp this spiritual truth has certainly led millions in the
church to pray prayers outside the divine order of God. This implies you cannot
precisely pray for a person, a society or nation without a clear idea of the prophetic
purpose and destiny for their existence. Effective prayer is directly connected to the
establishment of God’s kingdom will on earth. Therefore, true praying entails
agreeing with the progressive dealings of the Father, being carried out according to

his injunction, season and timing.

The unregenerated and immature do not understand this pattern; hence, their idea
of prayer is completely opposite to the Lord’s counsel. Many Christians including
spiritual leaders have ignorantly prayed themselves and others out of the divine will
and direction of the Lord. When pattern of life’s existence is clearly understood
from the Lord’s viewpoint, the whole essence of prayer and spiritual interaction

drastically shifts from a religious idea to a highly effective and productive venture.
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There are a million and one reasons why we should pray, yet it is essential we know
the Lord’s reason for giving us the ministry tool of prayer. Prayer remains one of the
simplest but yet, complex spiritual activity, because it requires the functioning and
synchronizing of one’s spiritual and mental faculties with that of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, a person without a renewed mind cannot effectively engage his spirit and

soul in high-level strategic intercession.

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. Elijah was a man
with a nature like ours and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it
did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit. James 5:16-18

{NKJV}

What made prayer effective in the early church?

In studying the lives of the ordinary men and women who were used to open the
floodgate of heaven upon their nation and generation, one sees a common factor in
their spiritual approach and dispositions; they all have a clear prophetic insight into
the Lord’s desire and purpose for their time and generation, regardless of the
prevalent religious and socioeconomic conditions. These regenerated saints were

willing and able to enforce change through governmental intercession.

Their perceptive understanding of the father’s yearning to bring freedom, gave them

executive authority to influence their society and change leadership at the gates.
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Their swiftness and mobility in prayer, brought answers and judgment over very
complex situations and at the same time appease the Lord’s mercy in times of

condemnation, reflects the special position these heroes of faith held in the heart of

God.

The Lord is searching for refined men and women in this 21st century who can stand
to execute kingdom governmental authority against the kings of the earth who have

continued to blind and hinder the advance of the Lord’s will in the earth.

To step into this new position of spiritual capacity, there has to be a complete
change in how prayer has been perceived, especially in the mainstream

denominational churches to the required apostolic order and pattern.

This is a new day of the Lord, and we are all expected to come to His holy hill for
the correction of our sight, as we gather wood for the rebuilding of His Jerusalem.
Elevated understanding is the present emphasis of the Spirit in the Body of Christ,
if the counsel of the Lord must be established in us and through us for this
generation. We must press higher to the realm of fresh revelational sight in the place
of effective prayer. Some of the truth being stress in this material might challenge
your old sensual religious theologies and dogmatic approach to God and the

ministry of prayer.

The Lord requires us to migrate on to the present revelation of His present speaking
in wisdom and purity of heart. As the Father’s will challenges us once again to

develop and mature in the Christ nature and anointing, let us be willing to
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completely depart from that which is already old and decaying to the present

apostolic governmental paradigm.

By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what

is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear Hebrew 8:13 [NIV]

A call to journey further in prayer

[t is time to further journey into the present declaration and emphasis of the Spirit
that we might be established in the present truth with regards to prayer and
intercession. One dimension of truth is not enough to corporately build and perfect

what the Lord began in the first century Church.

The walls of blind religious denominational {divisional} barriers and the strongholds
hindering the outflow of the revelation of Christ must be pulled down as the Lord
seeks new governmental guards at the gates, matured in His nature to precisely

execute His authority in the earth.

{Gal 4:1-7}. This is the hour of reformation, we are all expected in our individual, and
collective locations to journey to the corporate realm of accurate intercession and

representation of Christ’s nature and glory.
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Our slavish, beggarly mentality in prayer and the knowledge of God must end. The
ministry of legitimate sonship needs to be embraced in order to become a full
beneficiary of our redemptive heritage in Christ. This season calls for highly
operational revelational knowledge of the kingdom in humility and wisdom. There
are purposes and realms {realities} unknown and yet to be discovered and attained
in God, waiting for anyone who has completely abandoned himself to the dealings

and direction of the Spirit.

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to
him and said, "If you are the Son of God, turn these stones to become bread."
Jesus answered, "it is written: Man does not live on bread alone, but on every

word that comes from the mouth of God.” {Matt4:1-4}

There is a more excellent way of knowing and executing the revealed will of the
Lord, which must be sought for in this new day of praying the perfect will of God for
our lives and nations. One season of revealed truth leads to a higher altitude of

spiritual realities.

Those who dwell in the earth realm see earthly things and pray prayers motivated
by soulish earthly realities; the gravitation of the earth keeps their faculties bound
to the things of the earth. However, the moment they start ascending in the
revelation of a resurrected ascended life, the power of earthly gravitation starts

losing its stronghold over their minds even in the matters of prayer and intercession.
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This implies that, to function on the same level of yesterday’s knowledge, wisdom
and anointing, while the Lord has shifted gears, defines complete blindness and the
lack of progressive revelation of the ministry of redemption. Your concept of truth
is still limited to that of a child in the migrational and transformational purposes of
the Lord for your life. Ascending to the mountain of God requires a continual
yielding and upgrading of your entire spiritual faculties and ideology as the new day

of the Lord dawns on you.

But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto
the perfect day. Proverbs 4:18 {NK]JV}
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Chapter 2

CORRECTING THE WRONG TEMPLATE
IN SPIRITUAL COMMUNICATION

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your
desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. You kill
and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do
not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive,
because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on

your pleasures (James 4:1-3)

The misconception of prayer

Misconception can be described as a mistaken idea or view resulting from a
misunderstanding of something. When a misconception is believed to be true, it
perverts not only the original idea but also the entire expectation system of a person.
When prayer is ultimately based on soulish and carnal needs, which in most cases
can be genuinely motivated, such praying has missed the very essence, purpose, and
life behind the kingdom-based pattern and principle of communicating with the
Spirit of God. Many believe that prayer is given as a spiritual means for accessing

divine power and authority in order to meet their own needs.

This might be true on one side, but when you flip the coin, it is a different ball game
all together. While prayer might give access to the divine realm or even meet needs

in personal lives, the one praying must be careful to avoid coming before God with

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 40



http://www.portalsgate.org/

impure motives and agenda. This is what makes prayer or any other spiritual

transaction lawful and acceptable before the throne of grace.

Many have built doctrines, ministries and relationships around half-truth, which
have led millions to completely miss God’s direction and plan for their lives.
Isolating a truth or revelation of God instead of taking same in the context of its
larger implications is one of the most dangerous and deceptive practices taking

place within the body of Christ today.

This can be easily seen all through what we have defined to be ministering to the
human needs, including the powerful ministry of prayer and intercession. Millions
of books and CDs have been produced; all in the name of helping people, yet this

half-truth have caused more damage in the minds of Church members than good.

The Christian life which is rightly described as an on-going process {journey} of
spiritual awakening and mental transformation, is presently being threatened by the
utilitarian and ‘make me feel good’ image being portrayed of God by some church
leaders today. There is no denying the truth in teaching saints on the subject of their
blessing and unmerited provision of the Lord for all who wish to benefit from it.
However, this must not be made to seem like the real objective for coming to God

through salvation.

The scripture declares that the Lord allows the rain to fall on the just and the unjust,
the sun never shines on the righteous while the tent of the wicked are left in pitch

darkness.
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These are all expressions of the Lord’s mercy and goodness; He understands the
inconsistencies of the human hearts and thoughts from afar, even those who claim
to know something of His ways but still do not live according to His pattern and

pleasure, He blesses and forgives as they ask for mercy.

But to conclude on the character and nature of God from this one-sided viewpoint
without the right spiritual and doctrinal balance is outrightly taking the Lord’s grace
for granted. It becomes a more vicious evil when this false concept is being peddled
as the right biblical doctrine in churches. This is forming the image of another god
to replace the image and likeness of the true God in the minds of believers, especially
those who are yet to be able to distinguish what is spiritually accepted from that

which is wrong.

Sound biblical image of God is continually being marred through the one-
sided gospel that millions are feeding on today. Like Isaiah 53 prophetically
proclaimed that, a season will come where the image of God will also be
distorted to the point of almost becoming unrecognizable. I will rightly
describe this present season as such; almost every law and precept of the New

Testament doctrinal values are being misinterpreted and misrepresented.

Prayer, the most abused spiritual tool in the church

The ministry of prayer and intercession is presently one of the most abused and
misrepresented of all the spiritual tools in the body of Christ, because of the wrong
perceptions that have been created around it. The false human notion of God as

one who merely exists to make abundant provision for man is one of the greatest
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hindrances stopping many from precisely seeing and understanding the core value

of the ministry of prayer and other concepts of spiritual relationship.

The Church of Christ today is standing at the confluence of two realities, one leading
towards a position of attaining the Lord’s prophetic purpose for humanity while the
other tilts towards abusing and misusing heaven’s resources in building their own

empires.

A new season in God demands a higher level of spiritual understanding. As we
advance in the course of spiritual maturity towards that perfect day in God, the
processes that define such advancement like the ministry of prayer must constantly
be reviewed and upgraded in the light of present revelational truth. Let those who

have ears hear what the Spirit is saying.

The challenge is hearing and knowing what the Spirit is saying and demanding in
each new season of transition. Prayer is beyond a spiritual act we perform when we
are in need; it is the story of our spiritual development and transition from one place

to the other.

There is a period in your spiritual life when your prayer and perception is regarded
as being childish but then there comes a season where you are expected to leave

childish things and move on to maturity.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 43



http://www.portalsgate.org/

My personal experience was such that I once found myself in the place where I did
not seem to understand the purpose, mission, objective and definition of kingdom-
centered prayer. People generally believed and accepted whatever they were taught
even if it was a false message as long as their needs could be met. Although I was in
my teens, something within me refused to accept some of the prayer points being

offered in my family house by these so-called prophets who came weekly to pray.

Somehow, within me I knew something was wrong and there had to be an
explanation for these misconceptions and misrepresentations of truth, even though
I never knew the truth myself. This frustration plunged me into a season of asking

questions rather than praying when I finally gave my heart to the Lord.

Praying can be quite frustrating where perfect knowledge, wisdom and
understanding have not been achieved. I am fully aware that prayer is one activity
in which almost everyone harbors his/her own formed ideas and perception on what
they have come to believe is the right way to go about it, particularly when past
efforts have yielded some limited fruit or result for them. We quote scripture like;
Matt 18:18 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

...We further include words like Matt 21:21-22

Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not
only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this
mountain, 'Go, throw yourselfinto the sea,' and it will be done. Ifyou believe,

you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."
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There are dozens of scriptures we can use to back up our pet doctrines on prayer
and intercession. The purpose of this material is not really to point fingers or
condemn our days of ignorance but to help us move into a higher level of spiritual

requirement and enrichment in the ministry of the Lord.

We can always find scriptures within the word of God to validate and corroborate
whatsoever our minds perceive and conceive. This is not about finding scripture to
fit what we desire; it’s about allowing the word of God to reshape our thoughts and
motives so that we can be instruments of honor in the hands of the blacksmith.

Here is the verdict of Paul concerning this spiritual matter:

When I was a child, I talked like a child; I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we
see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. {1 Cor 13:11-12}

The philosophy of prayer should be kept simple enough for every child of God to
understand; yet we must never compromise or jeopardize its fundamental standards
and core values before the Lord. God is a God of standards and values. The moment
we miss his laid down pattern of operation, the whole essence of a ministry becomes

carnally-driven and unproductive.

Of all we have believed and defined praying and intercession to be, we would do
better if we sought to find out what is the mind of the Lord concerning this powerful,

yet mysterious weapon called the ministry of prayer. Mind you, what we are talking
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about is not some strange new age doctrine, but the very same timeless and ageless

truth about the kingdom gospel, presently being revealed to the Church.

Every aspect of the Church’s perception to ministry is undergoing renewal. The best
person to ask is the very one who initiated prayer- our Lord Jesus Christ. If the
present-day ministry of Christ is seen and defined in intercession for the Church, I
strongly believe that anyone within the Body of Christ called to intercede should
first acquire the precise template and attitude of Christ before venturing into the act
of praying. As simply as millions of Christians may view the act of prayer, it remains

one of the most misunderstood spiritual tools in the word of God.

Your view of scripture defines how you see prayer

Today, prayer ministry remains one of the most abused and misconstrued ministries
due to the high level of spiritual ignorance. Many are left with the usual question:
“why didn’t God answer my prayer? Is it because I do not have enough faith or trust
in God? Could it be because of my past sins that the Lord has refused to listen to my

voice in prayer? Is the Lord still angry with me and my Family?”

Some have been persuaded into thinking that it is because of the curse on their
family that is hindering their prayers from being answered. My people perish for the
lack of the revelational knowledge of God’s will and purpose for their lives. Truth is
not far from you if you can identify the present location of the Spirit in His

transitional purpose for the Church and the earth.
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Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died and furthermore is also risen;

who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

Romans 8:34(NKJV)

It is highly important for us to have a proper understanding of the ministry of prayer,
especially as we advance into a season of utter deception and delusion from the
camp of the enemy. Understanding this ministry and, therefore, interceding
accurately as we press into the realm of spiritual birthing, is indeed inevitable if our

goal is to appropriate tangible prayer-results.

Whatever we claim to know, and yet fail to properly execute {apply} to the relevant
issues and concerns of our lives, ministry and community are of no value to us, until
a clear and precise understanding and application of such knowledge is achieved.
Christ-centered prayer ministry is focused on bringing to pass the ultimate will of

the Father in the earth at all cost.

As much as the Lord desires to meet and supply your need according to His riches
in glory, He longs for you to know that meeting your need is in the context of you
aligning your desire with His eternal purpose and plan. The true context of what
your life means and represents goes beyond what your myopic thought pattern can
comprehend. What we want or desire in prayer is often based on what others have
defined to be security, prosperity, success or even the will of God for us. Therefore,
our prayers in most cases are either defined or benchmarked by these false ideals we
have created or have directly or indirectly accepted to be the basis of our prayer

petition.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 47



http://www.portalsgate.org/

[ would like to inform you that your redeemed life is subject to events,
circumstances, seasons, and variations that you have no control over. In requesting
that God meets a particular need in your life for instance, you must clearly consider
this truth that you may need to be moved from where you are to another region for
such prayer to be answered. You can ask the Lord for a car today because you feel
the need for one and you are given one only to be redeployed to Kenya next week

for his kingdom assignment.

What I am saying is that our needs as kingdom people are met in the context of the
Lord’s prophetic agenda or destiny. Kingdom minded people understand that they
own nothing; therefore, they do not attach their lives to what they presently possess.
The heart of those apprehended for the Lord’s use do not crave for earthly things
because they understand the principle of the Father’s provision, and if He refuses to
answer their request in a particular circumstance, they still retain their security and

provisional trust in Christ alone.

Learning to trust and building your faith

Do you understand why the lord instructed the Israelites to take only a daily
portion of the manna, and an extra portion the day before the sabbath? He
was teaching these people who had just come out of slavery another concept
of trust, faith, and obedience. It was important that they be taught the
discipline and values of the kingdom lifestyle before they crossed to the

other side of Jordan.
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Although the land, the Lord was bringing them to, had all the provisions you can
imagine; the values that would help them manage and properly utilize these
resources needed to be built and cultivated in the Israelites before they were
released into it. The journey that should have taken them eleven days took forty
years, and of the entire nation that came out of Egypt, only two people entered. You
need to understand that these people in their slave mentality had been wired to
depend on Pharaoh’s method of provision- any other concept of provision was

strange and alien to them.

To these people, food was a means of staying alive to work for Pharaoh; anything
beyond that was seen as luxury. The only thing they could relate to was the voice of
command; Egypt had completely messed up their sense of dignity and humanity.
Their taskmaster had robbed them of their dignity and identity before they came
out of the land of bondage. They knew nothing about the values of restraint and

investing towards a better tomorrow.

They had been taught to live and survive on the now. To trust the command of
Moses the man of God was seen as a risk of starving to death in the wilderness. Their
mind was on how to survive as if it was by their own power they had been brought

out of the land of bondage.

Remember that when they were told to go in and possess the land they were
promised by God, they refused by giving the excuse that they would be killed, and

their children would not have any parents to raise them.
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Depending on the word of God for their daily existence, though it sounded familiar,
was also difficult to comprehend. It certainly sounded strange to them when they
were given such instructions as not to take as much as they wanted with so much

{provision} manna around them.

Can you imagine so much provision around you and you are only permitted to take
just enough for the day? To make the matter more difficult, you have lived to taste
poverty long enough to know that when you see opportunity to have more than
enough you do not want to lose such opportunity. Is this not the concept we teach
people today in the church in relating to material prosperity? However, the

scripture seems to have a different view concerning this idea.

Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you.
The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way,

I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. {Exo 16:4}

Trying to amass wealth we have not been given the spiritual and mental capacity to
manage will only create more complex problems that can lead to distress of the soul.
Not depending on the word of the Lord in our daily outlook to life can cause us so

much pain and disappointment like in the case of the children of Israel.

Then Jesus asked them, "When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did

Trn

you lack anything?" "Nothing," they answered. {Luke 22:35}
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Breaking from slavery mentality that just wants you to own things your eyes see is
crucial to recognizing the Lord’s voice and method of provision for life. God’s people
are not wired to depend on their limited knowledge or ability for existence. The fear
of not having enough for our so-called tomorrow has caused so much hurt and pain
to believers. We are quick to forget that the Lord already lives in the tomorrow we

are worried about today.

Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the
mouth of God. {Deut 8:3}

The Lord has consistently told us not to allow the cares of life to hinder us from
trusting in the promise of His faithfulness. When you give your time to build a solid
relationship with the Lord in prayer you will hardly notice you have needs because
before the needs materialize, they are met. This implies that when you trust the
Lord and His purpose for your life, you are building the channel that keeps his

provision overflowing into every channel of our lives.

Seeking provision for security

Many of the things we do or get for ourselves are not really because we need them,
but because we find security in them. The average Christian prayer life is nothing
but the revelation of fear, insecurity and very low self-esteem. Through the kind of
prayer points we raise we see the lack of vision and clear direction of the Lord’s
purpose for our lives. Seeking material things instead of advancing towards your

ordained inheritance in Christ is a sign of immaturity.
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The Lord desires to be your security irrespective of what you have or don’t have.
Your confidence should never be on what you see; rather it should be on what you
cannot see. While we look not to the things that can be seen... where is your focus?

We were told where your treasure is, there your heart will be.

Isaiah warns his people about trusting in chariots and legs of men.

Your life should be a testimony of spiritual advancement and not boasting in the
acquisition of material things as your security. {Jeremiah 9:23}. For a man’s life does
not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. The Lord does not mind us
having things for the glory of His name, as long as those things do not possess us,

including those things we have built and named to be the ministry for the Lord.

And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses."Lukei2:15

{NKJV}
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Chapter 3

CORRECTING THE WRONG TEMPLATE IN PRAYER

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us-whatever

we ask-we know that we have what we asked of him. (1 John 5:14-15)

Prayer is a means to a definite end

Prayer is not a means to just any end; it is a means to one end alone - that is God.
Since we are not praying just for praying sake, and our prayers are not going to
answer themselves, we need to recognize therefore that there is much more to learn,

know and understand about the one we pray to than the prayer itself.

Much of the time, we are quick to define prayer as simply communicating to God;
but we forget that every effective communication operates via certain principles and
protocols which must be clearly understood and applied before there can be
effectiveness of usage. The principle of Spiritual communication is completely
different from natural or scientific communication. Most end wusers of
communication do not need to study communication information to be able to
effectively use it. However, those who are service providers of communication need,
for sure, to know and understand the intricacies of the communication and
information technology in order for them to be able to successfully offer the best

value service to their clients.
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The principle of communication

When it comes to spiritual engagement, either in reaching heaven or in dealing with
the forces of darkness, we are expected not just to know how to communicate but
be able to precisely understand the spiritual technology that drives effective and
productive spiritual communication. In the natural, you do not need to know the
person on the other side of the phone, in order to receive or give information. When
it comes to sound spiritual law that governs prayer or intercession, it is required of
you to know and recognize the person and his voice in order to communicate
effectively. Sound spiritual communication is not based or built on anything
external; your faith, hope and love for the Father’s will must be intact to successfully

reach heaven in and through your spirit-man.

The development of your spirit-man is highly essential to gain the required
revelational knowledge that gives access to the correct foundation of the New

Testament and apostolic pattern of prayer.

The right approach to an acceptable prayer pattern is to develop a (template) mind-

set for journeying towards God to continually grow in His knowledge.

The fact that the very Disciples of Christ were struggling to pray effectively
underscores an important principle in developing an effective prayer life. Their lives
ought to be a mirror of effectual fervent prayer, but the case was not so until they
were taught how to properly communicate with God. Millions have been praying
for years without really getting any major results due to their lack of spiritual

knowledge.
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The way we learn to know things in the natural is similar to the way we should learn
about spiritual things. Nobody wakes up one day to become a spiritual giant. Due
principles and processes must first be followed if we must attain that desired
spiritual height. This material is a little exposition to help us pray effectively with

maximum results.

Be open to learn anew in order to pray afresh

It is time to open our hearts anew to the present release of truth so that we can
become more proficient in our journey to the place of the Father’s pleasure and
desire for our lives. Prayer can be the most interesting aspect of one’s life if the
proper understanding is acquired. The Lord will never ask us to do what He has not
empowered us to do; He will not require from us what He has not given to us. What
do we have that we have not received, and if we have received it, why do we behave

as if it was not given to us?

The Lord is presently calling His children to a new height of effective prayer and
intercessory life; only those who give heed to this call will step into the next arena
of spiritual relevance in this season of ultimate darkness and warfare. It is time to
learn and precisely put to practice the way Jesus exposed the true foundation and

secret of an efficient prayer life to his disciples.
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The foundation of effective prayer

The Disciples of Christ must have been studying the ways and the manner their
master communed with His Heavenly Father on a daily basis, with regard to
effective life and ministry. And they must have noticed something very unique,
powerful and governmental about the way John’s disciples prayed and achieved

results without fail.

The reality and frustrations of their own prayer lives, which yielded no results, led
them to conclude that prayer is more than mere verbal communication with God
like most people assumed. When Jesus came down with Peter, James and John from
the mount of transfiguration and found his other disciples struggling to cast out a

demon from the life of a young man.

The question was why couldn’t we cast the devil out of the young man? When you
study this question, you will notice that there were two different answers to this

question.

One addressed the lack of faith while the other addressed the issue relating to
spiritual weakness. When you connect these two answers you will realize that both

of them are expressing the same thing but in different ways.

If you develop a relationship with your heavenly Father, you will definitely have
authority to address issues around you but then, it takes faith and the express

guidance of the Spirit to access and exercise such divine authority.
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The scripture says, he that comes to God must believe that He is and is also a
rewarder of them who diligently seek Him {Hebrews 6:11}. There was a lack of faith

because they completely lacked spiritual relationship with the God of heaven.

Spiritual things are interconnected. When you lack the proper foundation to God’s
perspective there is absolutely no way you can get other things right. There are
many sides to the truth that must connect together in order for our prayers to be
effectual and productive. Let us consider some of these principles in practice and

see how we can add knowledge to our zeal for prayer and intercession.

The request that the disciples made to Jesus to be taught how to pray, suggests that
there had been some major frustrations, confusion, discouragement and
disappointment due to their lack of spiritual knowledge in the acts of effective and
productive prayer life. This question “teach us how to pray like John taught his
disciples” brought a crucial question to my heart on the subject of prayer and

intercession in connection with the teaching ministry.

One of the ascended ministry gifts is that of a teacher. When the enemy truly wants
to destroy any person, group or society, the first thing he targets is the source of
knowledge. Once he can stop us from accurate knowledge or pervert the source of

our {revelation} knowledge, he has indirectly defeated us.
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What veils men from spiritual knowledge?

Unfortunately, one of the manifested natures of the fallen man is pride; pride
hinders us from learning or receiving the required information we need to enhance
our general productivity in life. For one to learn new things, one needs first to have
a teachable and humble attitude. This attitude fosters real growth, maturity and

acceleration in both spiritual resourcefulness and natural knowledge enhancement.

Today in the Body of Christ, we have witnessed the neglect and despising of the
teaching ministry perhaps because it does not promote glamour and cheap
popularity in the same way that other ministry gifts have been manipulated to

become emblems of self-aggrandizement and display of material possession.

The lack of the teaching priests today has continued to weaken both the moral and
doctrinal fabric of the church. We hardly hear today of someone who is called a
teacher of the word without another title behind the name. Yet this ministry is as

indispensable as any of the five ascended ministry gifts.

In addition, in a situation where people see or recognize a person with the ministry
of a teacher, the Body of Christ has been falsely indoctrinated to see such a person
as a mere teacher of our Sunday school class or at best, church Bible school lecturer.
This is completely inconsistent with the revelation of the five-fold ascended ministry
gifts. The Church will never come into perfection {maturity} without the affirmation

of the place of the authentic ministry of the teacher.
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Please note here that I am not referring to pastoral ministry or people who are good
with Greek and Hebrew language explanation. I am talking about those whom the
Lord has appointed and anointed as true teachers, revealers of the way, the truth,
the life and the culture of the kingdom. These people have the foresight to bring
accurate balance to the ministry of apostles, even the prophets and intercessors,
through their insight of the word of the Lord. This is not about rankings but about

functionality.

Ministry gifts must learn to submit to each other in order to manifest Christ in His
fullness. It is important for us to know that the gift of teaching is needed within
the Body of Christ more than ever before just like we need ‘secular teachers’ to help
enhance our mental and academic ability in order to become proficient in our jobs
and assigned careers. The disciples realized the importance of being taught how to

pray in order to be effective in their spiritual knowledge and advancement.

Assumption is very dangerous

When we assume that mere verbal proclamation {speaking} of words to a
supernatural being whom we know little or nothing about, ensures that our request
in prayer automatically gets answered; it obviously means living in delusion, and
this may lead to frustration and disappointment. Continuing with the analogy of
the disciples, we see that these men realized that if they are going to become true
Disciples of Christ, with effective governmental authority and power to legally
destroy the works of the enemy over human lives and regions, they needed to be

accurately and adequately developed.
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The power to address satanic and demonic activity must be developed in the
courtyard of the revelation of Christ. In order to become effective and efficient in
doing anything in life, one must first study the principles and philosophy that

govern and drive such an area of activity.

Life is governed by philosophies, principles, values, concepts and relational modes;
these are all set in order to guide and direct the way we desire things to be. This
same principle applies to spiritual matters. It is highly necessary to have an
understanding of how spiritual things operate before assuming a spiritual position
or course of action. God is a spirit and all who must come to Him must do so from

the pedestal of a spiritual foundation and pattern of reasoning.

Access must be given before one can enter and receive what has been prepared as
promises of the Spirit. Therefore, the disciples’ request for the Lord to teach
{instruct, guide, direct, inform, coach and show by example} them HOW TO PRAY

just like John taught his disciples was indeed a noble pursuit.

It is a statement of fact that everybody is busy doing something, but it is also true
that not everyone who is busy is doing the correct thing. This may be because not
everybody sees it fit to first take the pain of learning or asking how things are done

or can be done effectively and efficiently.

To be effective in life you need first to learn how things work and operate. The

principle of effectiveness is not built on the doing first, but on the learning. This is
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one major reason people spend almost a quarter of their life on earth to first learn
the HOW TO, before the doing, so that they can become not just effective but

proficient in their various fields of endeavors.

Prayer, or praying seems to be the strongest weapon we deploy when faced with
serious problems of life. Yet, it is the most misunderstood principle as we have
earlier highlighted. And this is because the wrong perceptions and
misunderstandings that have generally been built around its purpose, function and
authority since the beginning are still lingering in the hearts of men. The issue of
praying amiss is indeed a fundamental problem in the Church that needs urgent

attention.

The point has been made before that effective prayer is made possible as a result of
what we already know through sheer relationship with the word of God. Therefore,
the mission to accurate prayer seeks to enforce that which has been revealed. While
on the other hand, one is constantly seeking in prayer to listen to the voice of the

Lord regarding that which is yet to be revealed.

Faith to execute the will of the Father comes by hearing the word of God and not
necessarily by praying, though praying is a very good tool for developing the right

spiritual muscles. The big question is “what God wants to hear when you pray?”.

The only thing that moves God is the revelation of His word and the positioning of
our faith in believing His word that carries the content of our promises and

inheritance from Him.
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When you take that which you have received by faith in the word to God via praying
and meditating on the word, you put into motion the law of kingdom authority.
“And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in

heaven.” {Mathew 16:19}

If you have not seen it bound in heaven, you do not have the right or power to bind
it here on earth and if you have not seen it loosed in heaven you will only be wasting
time and effort trying to lose it here on earth because heaven will not cooperate with

you.

The ultimate mission of truly genuine praying seeks to align our will with that of
God’s purposes and plans concerning all situations and circumstances irrespective
of whatever we might be feeling at that moment in time. The Father is always
seeking for a lasting answer to our problems and not a temporary quick fix solution.

Only the will of God will give us the lasting result to the situation and nothing else.
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Chapter 4

WHERE IT ALL STARTS

I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being. So that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love. May
have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ. And to know this love that surpasses
knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
(Eph 3:116-19)

The template of god's love in effective prayer

The tool of divine interaction and dialogue known as prayer is given to the Body of
Christ to first access both the life and realities of the kingdom of God within them.
This gives the opportunity to have a first-hand experience of the inner power of the
Father’s love which surpasses all knowledge. The way each believer understands

God’s love shapes and determines their philosophy of faith and hope.

The love of God within the converted spiritman serves as a powerful tool in building
the necessary components that enhance the ministry of prayer and intercession;
faithfulness, confidence, boldness and other quality of a spiritual personality are all

products of a heart established on the solid revelation of God’s love.

Your security in the presence and faithfulness of the Lord is a prerequisite to

building the right prayer life. The prayer of Paul for the church of Ephesus according
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to Eph 3:14-19 should be the guiding light of all believers especially those who desire

to journey with the Lord in the ministry of prayer.

The power of the Spirit of truth must strengthen the spiritman so that the praying
believer can grow in the full revelation of Christ’s love. To bear the right fruit in our
prayer life, the root of our love and trust in the Father must be firmly established. It
is from this dimension we are able to understand the glorious will of the Lord in

prayer.

The Father’s love is a mystery that can only be comprehended in an ascended level
of relationship. Those who just gave their lives to the Lord may not fully be able to
comprehend that sometimes when we are refused a request it is a way of an
answered prayer. A heart that is not confidently established in the revelation
of the love of the Father, assumes rejection of a prayer request to mean
disapproval of the Lord. On the contrary, refusing to meet a need might just

be a way of the Lord showing his mercy and grace in your life.

Right prayer attitude

Your understanding of your present condition is limited to the reality of your
immediate circumstances while He lives in the future consequence of your choice.
Due to wrong understanding and the one-sided teaching on love by some Christian
leaders; many find it very difficult to accept the biblical concept of the unconditional

love of the Father.
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And in the case of those brought up by abusive parents, some find it even more
difficult to accept the God kind of love, which demands them to be selfless and

compassionate in their outlook to life.

A point that I am making, which I will later expand on in greater detail is that a
skewed view of the love of the Father from the initial salvation experience has a way
of wrongly shaping a person’s concept and understanding of prayer. We do know
that when a person gets saved, the soul which houses the human personality
remains unsaved according to the scripture {1 Peter 1:9}. The salvation of the soul is
a progressive reality as one continues to yield his members {faculty} to the

leadership and authority of the Spirit {Rom 12}.

If how we perceive God and His purposes for our lives ultimately shapes and
determine our philosophy of life, then we definitely need to return to the accurate
perceptional foundation so that we do not continue to misjudge God’s love and
mercy, the people around us and even ourselves due to wrong doctrinal,

foundational value systems.

You must change the focus and philosophy of your faith to the total biblical counsel
of God. Building your prayer life on half-truths is one of the most dangerous harms
you could do to yourself. You need to come to terms with the Lord’s desired
blueprint for your life. Your concept of prayer should not be patterned after
humanistic religious beliefs. Living your spirituality in the shadow of others is a

strong sign of your lack of understanding of the purpose of redemption and destiny.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 65



http://www.portalsgate.org/

I can boldly speak about this because I once found myself living my Christianity in
the shadow of others. I tried to behave like them, talk like them, even sound like
them without realizing that I have actually idolized people in my life. They
competed with God for a place in my heart. Is your prayer patterned after becoming
like someone else or is it about getting things that may not be the desired will of the

Lord for Your life?

Getting the right prophetic view to life is crucially important - it ultimately
determines every other thing we do including how we view prayer. Teaching on the
unconditional love for God according to Matthew 22:24-39 sets the priority for

understanding the purpose of the ministry of prayer.

TAKING PRAYER BEYOND THE OUTER COURT

Taking the ministry of prayer beyond the outer court understanding of merely
meeting your individual or ministry need is highly important in getting a precise
view of the Lord’s intention for giving us the opportunity to pray to Him. The Lord
is presently re-educating His church concerning the reality of the act of praying the
mind of the Father. Coming back to the place of spiritual knowledge as a
foundational prerequisite for praying the right way is a key function of the ministry

of the Holy Spirit in this season.
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There has to be a relaying of apostolic foundations that give clear prophetic vision
towards the Father’s intention for prayer and intercession in this new day. The
present release of apostolic/prophetic ministry is reordering every aspect of the
church’s life, including how we used to interpret theology and doctrine. God is busy
changing the face of His Church in order to truly reflect and represent His will and

purpose in the earth.

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many
wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers

were together and had everything in common. (Acts 2:42-44)

Accurate kingdom knowledge gives focus, direction and momentum to a prayer
lifestyle. Accurate kingdom-based prayer is the foundation of the perfection of all
things, including the last Adam. When you start praying in alignment with heavenly

desires, you start getting in line with the impartation of the Spirit of truth in your

praying.

Your development in the knowledge and awareness of the presence of God {where
He is}, is strictly based on your spiritual interaction with his mind in your meditation
time. That is why the Bible says that he who comes to God must believe that He is,
and a rewarder of them that diligently seek after Him {Hebrews 11:6}. Prayer
becomes effective when the right state of mind is acquired. However, this we have
all taken for granted due to the lack of insightful, revelational teaching on what

Spiritual communion is all about.
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Finding your unique spiritual operating system

Every person in life carries within them a specific DNA- an operating system, a
specific code of operation, a way and pattern of approach through which they relate

and see things mentally or spiritually.

Often this acquired knowledge or temperament comes through certain experiences
or circumstances encountered as people grow and develop through life’s journey;
these incidents and accidents of the past have a very strong tendency to want to
shape how we relate to, see, understand and interpret life and what meanings we
attach to it. Even after we come to God, these experiences, etched deep into our
psyche, also tend to want to continue to determine how we see and relate to God

and His dealings with us.

With this knowledge at the back of our minds, we must be careful to similarly note
that the ministry of prayer is a call to a state of knowing and understanding the
principles and accepted patterns of divine relationship with our heavenly Father.
Otherwise, what we consider accurate praying will only be done from a wrong

platform of entrenched strongholds.

This in most cases plays out through our unrenewed imagination and unmet
emotional desires. But when we first seek to build a sound biblical foundation of
relationship with our heavenly Father, which then gives us the ability to see and
know ourselves and others from the Lord’s perspective; we then can have the basis
that affords us both the spiritual and mental capacity to share in the secrets of His

heart in prayer and intercession.
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It is highly important to know that the Lord only shares His secrets with those that
fear {know} Him. The fear of the Lord grants us unprecedented access into the secret

place designed only for those apprehended through humility.

There are exclusive dimensions in the Spirit prepared just for certain regenerated
beings, called sons of God. These men and women called sons of God have certain
privileges to shut the heavens, part seas, command fire from heaven, walk on water,
rule and reign in foreign nations, open the heavens over cities and nations; bring
judgment over rebellious regions of the earth for the sole purpose of repentance.
To assume you and I are among this caliber of humans without the spiritual basis
will amount to mere delusion regarding the state of your faith and relationship with

the Spirit.

He told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But
to those on the outside everything is said in parables. So that, "they may be
ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding;

otherwise they might turn and be forgiven” (Mark 4:11-12)

The price of discovering the truth

What are those things the Lord defines to be His secret and the knowledge of which
He has called us to, in order to be that prophetic voice of one calling men from the

wilderness of the earth like John the Baptist?
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What are you doing to share in discovering the mystery of the present day revealed
truth? Questions like these should be running through the heart of any serious
believer called to be a gatekeeper in this season of high-level kingdom interaction
and intercession. You do not want to be relegated behind due to your nonchalant

attitude or unbridled passion.

It is time to pray and pay the price of knowing how to be among the chosen vessels
in the days when the Father is looking for those who will represent him in the
nations {Isaiah 6}. Prophet Daniel who was also a diplomat in one of the most
powerful empires in his time was one of the very few who enjoyed this privilege of

an open heaven even in the land of bondage.

We saw his attitude and culture of faith in responding to the requirement to eat
from the king’s table. Though Daniel was selected as one of the few privileged Jews
to serve in the palace of the most powerful empire in his day, yet he refused to defile
himself from what we might see today as the best meal anyone in captivity could

hope to feed on.

The attitude of Daniel and many others in the scripture, reveal something about
how we ought to position our mentality in regard to the mission of effective
intercession and representation in this hour of prevalent compromise. These men
were ready in their minds and hearts to stand for God irrespective of how difficult

their situation looked.
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They were unwilling to compromise their identity for temporary earthly pleasures.
They kept their loyalty to God, so the Father was more than pleased to reveal His
power and glory through them in Babylon (Daniel chapter 2). Through their
sensitivity and courage in the face of some of the most life-threatening challenges,

they stood their ground waiting for the salvation of the Lord.

Following the pattern of the patriarchs

Today, these heroes of faith have become a pattern of kingdom lifestyle to all
believers. Daniel had access into the mind of the Lord, because the Lord
completely had access into his mind. Many desired the Lord to use them and
show them things in prayer, yet they have only given part of themselves to the Lord
while the other side of them is still under the strong dominion of their flesh. To
know the will and counsel of the Lord, you will have to allow the Lord to have all of
you without any part left behind. The denial of self is the only route to regaining the
Lord’s fullness to your life, and the key to gaining access in bringing reformation to

cities and nations.

"For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him?"

But we have the mind of Christ. {1 Corinthians 2:16}

As deep and unsearchable is the personality and authority of Christ by the carnal
mind, so is the mystery and efficacy of prayer and intercession. Since true heartfelt
praying has to do with the involvement of a person’s total mental and spiritual
configuration, it thus takes prayer beyond the realm of mere verbal expression or

activity to reaching into the core recesses of the regenerated {human} heart.
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The understanding of this reality gives the precise access into God’s undivided and

unchanging purposes for effectual intercession.

11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit
within him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the
Spirit of God. 12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit
who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. 13
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words 14 The man
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them,

because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:11-14)

The distraction of a seemingly answered prayer

The Lord is gracing His Church once again with fresh and precise revelation of what
the Apostle James meant when he said Elijah was a man of like passion, yet he was
able to connect with heaven’s mind for his nation and generation, and could
precisely decree at his word, the absence of rain for three and half years, and heaven
backed the word of this human with immediate demonstration of authority and

power.
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Caution:

It is easy to be distracted by the manifestation of power gifts in our ministry and
subtly miss the spiritual pathway and protocol that makes such a demonstration
authentic. One of the glories of the ministry and nature of the prophetic in
intercession is to search and expose the false spirit camouflaging as the authentic.
The demonstration of power in ministry does not necessarily validate our ministry

activities without the manifestation of the fruits of the regenerated spirit man.

And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the
LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor
rain these years, except at my word. Then the word of the LORD came to him,
saying, "Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. And it will be that you shall drink from

the brook and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there." 1 Kings 17:1-

4 {NKJV}

Who we are in the sight of God is completely different from what blind
{undiscerning} men take us to be. Usually the carnal Christian gets easily deceived
and carried away by the pleasures of miracles, signs and wonders even if they are
genuine. As important as these ministry gifts are, and are highly needed within and
outside the Body, we must keep our eyes on the Lord’s face and not (His) hands, so
that we do not lose our prophetic edge as intercessors. A mortal man looks at the
outside of the cup while spiritual people consider both the heart condition and

motive of what is done.
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The passion for power ministry today has led too many to houses {ministry} of
deception where they have been constantly abused and enslaved by these wolves.
What heaven holds and respects as authentic, is a ministry that has a continual
standing before the Lord; a ministry that is not easily moved or distracted by the
immature craving for signs and wonders but stands firm to declare the requirements
of the Lord for his generation even when it is alone. Many unbaked ministries,
which have not been through the purifying altar of intercession, are busy running

around the city, seeking for some kind of power.

These will fool those whose focus is on the externals but lack the capacity to
accurately discern the source producing the so-called anointing. More of this type
of blind and anemic ministries are emerging among the tribes of the Lord’s people
and this is quite alarming. Intercessors need to arise with new propheticinsight
and capacity to release the Elijah type of ministries that will shut down
heaven’s supply {rain} in order to stir the heart of the Lord’s people to

jealousy and repentance.

This type of ministry will continue to push for the exposure and judgment of false
prophets, altars and temples built in the name of the Lord by Jezebels and Ahab’s all
across the nations even if it means their persecution or paying the ultimate price.
The scripture made it crystal clear that Elijah had a standing with God for the nation
of Israel, therefore, he had the power to shut down heaven’s supply. What does it

mean then to have a standing before the Lord?
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[s it about having a “good” prayer or fasted life? Or is it about having a “successful”
ministry here on earth? It is very essential that we properly grasp what it means to
have a standing before the Lord. While we are in the midst of two extremes of the
theology of righteousness and justification by faith, those the Lord is granting
apostolic understanding and a higher level of prophetic insight, must know that
what makes for a standing before the Lord has to do with the joining of these two

extremes in our hearts to become one.

The condition or configuration of our hearts with regard to sound spirituality,
defines the way we respond to both doctrinal and revelatory truth. The working out
of {redemption} salvation and the acceptance of the finished work of Calvary must
be seen as one theme leading and guiding us through the spiritual pathways into the

preferred place of maturing into Christ in all things.

Prayer or any other spiritual activity is worth nothing to a person or a group until
there is a clear, in-depth, and precise knowledge and understanding of the required
protocol and procedure of its operation and effect. Spending quality time to learn
how to use or do something can save a lot of time and other resources. Virtually
every aspect of human life needs proper training before one can effectively function

within such field as I have earlier highlighted.

The act of praying commands different spiritual frequencies that you cannot afford
to miss or ignore if the prayer must produce kingdom-centered results. Your praying
moments are some of the greatest privileges you have in connecting the inner
realities of your spiritual standing with the divine power and authority of heaven in

regard to bringing down the kingdom of heaven to earth.
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There is nothing in life that easily exposes your folly or spiritual maturity than that
one moment of opportunity given to you in your prayer session. Who you are and
how you understand what is happening around you is immediately revealed as you
open your mouth. Some of us need to listen to our own prayers and judge them in
accordance to biblical patterns. When there is no firmness of the revelation of
truth in your heart concerning the situation within and around you, your
prayer automatically becomes an extension of ignorance, doubt, fear and

anxiety.

Clarifying your position of standing in the Spirit concerning issues gives you the
choice of not being manipulated by the enemy. Merely desiring your needs to be
met without considering if it is going to please your heavenly Father are clear signs
that you are still self-centered and immature concerning the realities of true

Christianity.

It is from this point of knowledge and clarity of the Spirit that our words gain the
right momentum and connection in divine interaction such that our engagement in
prayer or intercession becomes easy to enforce. We can without difficulty effect the
necessary reformation and restorational strategies over the atmospheric regions and
nations as we grow in spiritual understanding and revelational capacity of the
present demand of the Spirit. In other words, your spiritual condition and
positioning in alignment with heaven’s required will for the earth, brings into
effective manifestation, the judicial, governmental and administrative authority and

dominion of the kingdom of God within the nations.
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Therefore, anyone who has no positional standing before the Father of all spirits has
no basis to effectively implement a lasting change in their {world} cosmos. Through
the powerful ministry of prayer and intercession, we have the power to engage in
the spiritual activity of a nation by enforcing change. This is what the entire book of

Daniel is all about.

Let us look at “how to pray” in order to have an effective enforcement of

Christ’s reign and dominion over our lives and the nations.
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Chapter 5

GAINING SIGHT {UNDERSTANDING} BEFORE PRAYING

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ; the glorious Father, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his

glorious inheritance in the saints. {Eph 1:17-18}

Insight to what is truly needed

I would like to relate an accurate prayer to first gaining sight as a spiritual priority
to the prayer itself. An example is the story of the crippled man by the Temple gate
called Beautiful in Jerusalem. On that eventful day when Peter and John were about
to enter the temple at the hour of prayer, the scripture says the man fastened his

eyes on the Apostles, expecting alms from them.

He had made it his custom to ask for alms from people who come to worship at the
temple, but Peter said to him “silver and gold I have not but such as I have I give to
you, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk”. A time comes in our
lives where we just must stop asking for silver and gold since they are not really what
we need in true sense. What this man needed was strength and mobility to become
productive in life. If Peter and John had responded to his paralyzed mentality, he

would have remained in his condition without hope.
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What he needed was divine healing of his limbs {meaning the strength that carries
our body}, which ultimately gives mobility to get as much ‘gold and silver’ for
himself in the marketplace. Our prayer must desire to give us strength to press into

the ultimate will of our heavenly Father at all costs.

Comparing this crippled man case with the blind man in the book of Mark 10:49-52,
one can see a big difference in the perception of their condition. The scriptures
records when the blind man was asked what he desired. He said to Christ “that I
may regain my sight”. This blind man could have asked for silver or gold since he
needed to be sustained- he could have also asked for clothes or acceptance from

friends.

All he asked for was that his eyes may be opened again. This man never allowed his
incapacitated state to define or deform his destiny. Even when the crowd following
Christ tried to shut him up from speaking, he cried out louder, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me”, what a sighted man! What an understanding of his deficiency.
Most people in the Body of Christ today are still yet to come to terms with what they
truly need from Christ. This is one of the main reasons many are still not satisfied

with all the ‘so-called miracles’ and material possessions at their disposal.

This man had faith, trust and hope to receive what he needed even when his physical
condition looked impossible. It is time we set our priorities right. Brethren, what
are you asking for in this season of the Lord’s outpouring? Are you asking for
temporal material things or eternal possession of his kingdom within your heart?
What you ask for in prayer time shows to a large degree the level of your spiritual

{understanding} sight and maturity.
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When you learn to align your entire being with the principles and values of God’s
kingdom advance, you will certainly live in the realm of ultimate victory and

abundance of Christ’s goodness irrespective of the challenges of recession.

Reforming of sight before restoring of life

Our perception about prayer must be reformed in the light of present kingdom truth
before we can enjoy lasting results for our request in this season. Lots of people build
the foundation of their prayer lives on a mentality of a magic charm. Say it and see
it happen. Prayer is not just a charm we use when we are faced with a desperate
situation. Faith, trust and confidence must be built on a true altar of continual
communion with the Holy Spirit. We can be hundred percent sure of the will of God
when we learn to pray and wait to hear His voice in a place of spiritual quietness

and meditation.

Payer ultimately ought to be who you are, not necessarily what you are saying
in some corner of your home or Church. The desire and will of God for His
children is that they may know His voice at every given situation. Jesus said my
sheep know my voice and a stranger’s voice they will not follow. The template and
foundation of our prayer life should not be built on presumption or on a religious

mentality that says if it is good, it is God but if it is bad then it is the devil.

Sometimes the Father can refuse us what we think we desperately need because He
has seen that in future that request will not bring joy and fulfillment to us. Accurate
kingdom prayer must seek to build relationship first with God before meeting our

material or emotional needs.
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When requests are based on a template of true relationship, we then can be sure
that God is bound to always come through with the right answer irrespective of what
He says to us, either Yes or No. Because we are sure of the knowledge of the
Fatherhood of God, we can never be frightened or disappointed of His

response when we ask Him for direction or need.

A lot of people today are afraid of the will of God for their lives because they do not
trust that God can give them the best. They would rather take their request to Him
for stamping {approval} than to ask for His will to be done in their lives. This is a
terrible mistake. I have made it in time past and many are still making such a

mistake today.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him; and He shall direct your

paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes. {Proverbs 3:5-7}.

We need to understand that what really makes our prayer relevant is not what we
say during the prayer time, but the mode {pattern-mindset} that shapes or forms
how we say what we say. Trust and confidence must be built around our prayer

lifestyle for it to become effectual.
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Because of our terrible past and experiences with people, especially very close
acquaintances who have abused our trust, we tend not to trust God or His promises
because we have come to see everybody including the Father from the same

perspectives or through the same mirror of our past disappointments.

Most people have built strongholds around those negative convictions and beliefs
concerning the things that were done to them or taken from them. A negative
experience that has formed major strongholds {wrong mindset} which has
continued to cripple our ability to hold onto the promises of God in confidence and
assurance of the integrity of the Father’s covenant for their lives is detrimental to
our spiritual growth. Healing must be sought for in these areas of our lives before

our prayer can become effective.

We need to seek the face of God to expose these hidden parts of our lives that are
crippling our spiritual walk with the Spirit. It is time we become informed and
reformed by the power of the word of God through the light of the Holy Spirit

working within our mentality. We do not want to pray amiss anymore.

Key points to know and understand before praying

Prayer must first be established on the foundation of accurate relationship
(intimacy) with the Father and not necessarily on needs - Luke 11: 3. This is because
there are times we don’t feel like praying but when we remember what prayer does
in restoring us back to that place of His love and grace we cannot but reach out to

Him in true love and thanksgiving.
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You must know the spiritual authority that backs your words and not necessarily
your vocabulary in the place of prayer — Psalm.19:14. That means you cannot be
saying something positive with your mouth while all God sees in your heart is doubt,
fear and discouragement. God is not mocked - Gal 6:7. Prayer must be built on the

foundation of faith and hope- Hebrews 11:6.

Your motive for praying is also important to God. God sees the state of your heart
before hearing what your mouth is saying. David said, “If I regard iniquity in my
heart, God will not hear me” {Psalm 66:18} Know that God gave us the tool of prayer
not necessarily to change our immediate situation, but rather to change our
character, attitude and view of responding to life’s challenges. The Father is not
merely interested in solving your problem or meeting your needs, His ultimate

desire is to change you as a person into His image.

When you are changed, the things you are asking Him to alter in prayer may just be
the very things He desires you to embrace for your character reformation and
ultimate transformation. Paul had thorns in his flesh for the purpose of (arguably)
self-regulation with respect to the much revelation given to him. Most of us carry

the potential of pride in our hearts even in the place of prayer -2 Corinthians 12:7.

You must know that the will of God overrides your needs and desires in place of
prayer: - the focus of our prayers must be “your kingdom come; your will be done”
.... Not my will but your will be done in my life, family, ministry, business, career,
etc. In other words, never allow your prayer to be centered on self but on His
ultimate will and desire in whatever situation that you may need His guidance. You
need to know by revelation that His thoughts toward you are thoughts of good and

not evil... {Jeremiah 29:11}
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You must work in discernment before and while praying. Listen to the inner voice
of the Spirit speaking to your inner man. While you are praying try as much as
possible to focus on what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to you at that moment in
time. Most importantly, the level of God’s word in your life determines your level of
success in life and not necessarily the hours spent in prayers... {Josh 1:8} God’s word
will help us to know what the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God for life in the
place of accurate praying is - Roman 12:1. God has exalted His word above all

situations.

Our attitude in prayer:

The attitude of man is shown in prayer; for instance, the way people pray for others
differ from the way they pray for their own needs. Every area of prayer exerts and
reveals a different attitude. The way we pray a prayer of intercession differs from
that of supplication, guidance or thanksgiving, etc. The most important thing is that
our prayers must be birthed with the burden and passion of the Spirit. It is true that
God looks at the heart and not our actions alone; however, there is not an act that

does not come from a particular kind of attitude of heart, be it good or bad -Psalm.51.

Worship:

From John 4: 22-24, we realize that there are true and false worshipers. True worship
is done in and through your spirit to the Spirit in the reality of the revelation of
God’s word flowing in your heart like a river. Therefore, the mingling of the Spirit
within your heart through the help of prophetic instrumentation like the ministry
of the Psalmist and the minstrel songs opens and aligns your heart to a higher

frequency and flow of the Spirit.
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This dimension of worship connects your spirit to the wavelength the Lord requires
your prayer or intercession to flow appropriately. It will amaze you the level of
impact the ministry of a minstrel can add to your prayer time. The threefold cord of
the intercessor, the psalmist and the prophetic anointing are not allowed to be

separated in ministry if major impact must be carried out in our warfare.

Worship is far beyond singing and lifting up of our hands. It is both the adoration
of your heart and everything you do. The heart and act must become a unit in the
spirit for God to declare His counsel. In relation to relationship, worship is a type
of prayer that grants you access to the very Throne Room via the combination of
spiritual gifts available for the Church -Acts 13:1-4. A true worshipper never lacks

revelation and direction.

Worship sensitizes your spiritual ear to hear and your eyes to see the answers to
your prayers. Elisha asked for a minstrel to come play in order for him to have access
into the prophetic frequency so that he may know the will and mind of God for the
nation. While this prophetic act was taking place the word of the Lord brought
direction concerning the battle the king of Israel and Judah were about to face. 2

kings 3:6-16
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TRUST:

Prayer remains the cardinal foundation for reformation of nations, families and
individuals. Everything that Paul knew he received through building his trust and
faith in praying and meditation on God’s promises —Proverb 3:5. The only way a man
can have the revelation of Christ the Messiah is to continually build a lifestyle of

deep meditation.

Trust and confidence come by the revelation we receive in the place of intimate

relationship. We all need to be established in the present truth -2 peter 1:12.

Until God can trust a man, He cannot bless him in the fullness of his desires. Time
will judge whether a man is truthful and trustworthy during the times of testing
through trials and tribulations of life, because trials are a part of the process to

maturing a man, we learn not to put our trust in man but in the Father alone.

FORGIVENESS:

Forgiveness is a major tool in our journey to praying effectively and efficiently. The
ability to release people and follow them up in love is highly important for an
effective prayer life - Matt.6:14. He who cannot forgive is he whose life is embedded
in pride and bitterness. God allows some things to happen to us so as to expose our
true natures (hearts) that’s why the word of God is given to regulate our entire life -

Psalms.119: 105.

Unforgiveness can blind you mentally and spiritually, preventing you from receiving
healing and blessing from God. The scripture says... “Where there is strife

(Unforgiveness), all manner of evil is present” {James 3:16}.
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HUMILITY:

Humility is the virtue in every believer’s life that God uses to visit him or do
something in his life -Prov.16:18. Humility simply implies recognizing your
shortcomings and depending on God’s grace to do what you believe Him for - 2
Chronicle.7: 14. One of the proofs of pride is not to inquire from God; hence one

thing that humbles a man is prayer.

Prayer and pride do not have a meeting place. Humility is a sign of righteousness.
The sacrifice of God is a broken and a contrite spirit —-Psalm 51. Pride is a subtle
spirit that gains entrance into a heart that is not sensitive to God’s will and plan

either for him or the world we live in.
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Chapter 6

LORD TEACH US TO PRAY!

Luke 11:1, Romans 8:26-27, 1 Corinthians 2:9-16

And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased,
one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught

his disciples. Luke 11:1

Prayer, the foundation of apostolic truth

One of the core foundations of divine transformation and ultimate restoration of
man back to his original {divine} nature is the understanding of the ministry of
effective kingdom-based praying and intercession. When communication with the
Spirit of truth is accurately understood, as the right foundation for an accurate
prayer life, and it is effectively applied in accordance with heaven’s governmental
order, principle and pattern, the result will be the complete dislodging of the powers

of hell.
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Unfortunately, the ministry of prayer has been abused and misunderstood for
decades, such that when prayer is mentioned, so many religious ideas and old
stronghold {beliefs} immediately pop up within the minds of the people. As earlier
noted, prayer, to most people, is just another key to accessing heaven’s treasure
house, in order to get their much-awaited needs met, irrespective of the Father’s

mind concerning such needs.

Most Christians just want answers to their prayers without being ready to learn the
art and guiding principles and processes that make praying work successfully. God’s
answer to most of our prayers come in various forms, ways and manners that we
hardly recognize due to the lack of correct spiritual priority and matured discerning

capacity.

It will interest you to know that the powerful ministry of prayer and intercession is
as old as the creation of man in the Garden. We read in Genesis that the Father
came down at the cool of the day to visit Adam and his wife in the Garden. This
expression simply implies that the Lord was the introducer of the ministry of

interaction with man.

He seeks the company of man in true communion {fellowship} to know Him and
understand His mind, will and purpose for all things in order to fully represent Him
as His regent ambassador in the Garden. From Genesis chapter one, we see the
correct pattern, structure and order of what the true ministry of prayer ought to

reflect, produce and represent in the life of any man.
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Divine synchronization

The divine order of praying seeks to restore our broken relationship with the Father
of all spirits. Even when man fell into sin, the Lord kept trying to reach out in his
mercy for Adam. “Adam where are you”, was the echoing voice in Eden. The fig leaf
man made to cover his nakedness was exchanged for a more lasting animal skin.
This was the beginning of the Lord’s redeeming mercy and compassion to restore

man back to his glory.

When the parameters of our prayer life are readjusted to reflect heaven’s original
blueprint, our internal values and entire life begin a process of transformation
leading to its being restored to the original pattern and structure. This simply means
that prayer cannot be properly done until there is a continual renewal of the mind
in order to properly see what the Lord wills and desires. The question of the
renewing of the mind will be addressed later on in the teaching. The reason we have
to consider the transformation of our mind in prayer is so that we can adequately

partner with the Spirit in intercession.

Retracing the foundation of the ministry of prayer

The concept of walking with God {being in the Spirit} reveals the ultimate purpose
of the Father for the ministry of true praying and interceding. Prayer is simply
walking and talking with God until every aspect of your thinking faculty becomes
conformed into His very image and likeness. The ultimate ministry of restoration
seeks to bring the individual back to the Lord’s original state of being. Getting
restored to the image of God is not to assume some physical shape or form as we

may tend to want to think.
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The image of God is a perceptional reality; which implies your ability to see events,
circumstances and people according to the Lord’s intent and purpose. When this
image of God is restored, the church will be able to pray according to God’s intent
and purpose for all things. It takes a high level of prophetic and apostolic
impartation ministry to properly realign every aspect of the church’s life back to the

right position.

I do believe that, when men begin to understand the reason the Church exists from
this dimension, we will not see prayer as just a tool to better our lives but to restore
all things back to their original state and condition. When I say the ministry of
prayer and intercession is presently seeking a new breed of mature believers, who
are ready and willing to start walking and talking with God, this may sound very

simple to the ear.

However, it carries the implication of a life that has experienced, and is still
experiencing, maturation into a complete and full spiritual man, whose life is
evident of God’s glory and dominion on earth. The word of the Lord clearly shows
us the accurate pattern of a man who walked with God until he was completely taken

out of the earth.

Enoch, a man who walked and talked with God

Enoch’s life typifies what the Lord desires to see in anyone who is living a fulfilled
prayer life. Rather than being a means to meeting personal need, a genuine ministry
of prayer seeks to bring the will and purpose of the Lord to bear in every corrupt

and deformed area of human existence.
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Enoch’s life was the only epistle the people of his day had to read and learn about
God. When people saw him, they could not but learn something about faith, love
and hope in the Unseen One. Everything he did was drawn from a spiritual order
and reference implanted within his spirit-man. His life pioneered a dimension of
spirituality that could not be polluted by the rebellious nature of the people of his

days. What a life of prayer!

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death;
he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was
taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is
impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrew

11:5-6)

The ministry of prayer is a calling to every child born into the kingdom to learn to
walk with the Spirit of the Father as we allow the lives of men like Enoch to speak
into our spirit-man. The spiritual condition of the patriarch carried the secret to
what praying can accomplish in any dispensation including our modern high-tech

age.

The very first ministry and ultimate ministry, that of Adam and his wife in the
Garden were to fellowship with the Father. Do not always forget that God is Spirit;

this implies that without spiritual connection there cannot be an accurate ministry.
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Any valid spiritual condition can only be sustained by maintaining a 24/7 open line
of talking and fellowship {communication} with the Holy Spirit. The reason for this
is to keep your spirit man developed and matured in order to accurately know and

understand the voice of the Father in the place of our next assignment.

The moment Adam and Eve messed up their core assignment, which was to
continually fellowship with God, the devil came in and robbed them of their glory
and dominion. When the first humans stopped walking with the Spirit of God in the
Garden, they became self-conscious or self-centered! When prayers are made from
a position of self-centeredness, such prayers cannot bring glory to the Father

because it has been corrupted by the flesh.

8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to
the man, and said to him, “Where are you?" 10He said, “I heard the sound of
you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself."

Genesis 3:8-10 {NASU}

We discovered that Adam was given dominion, power and authority to be fruitful,
multiply, replenish and subdue the earth. From what point of view is your prayer
being offered to God? Is it from a position of dominion or from a position of one

who has been cast out of the garden?

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 93



http://www.portalsgate.org/

Finding our way back to the place we were before the fall is a precondition for
stepping into the full realm of accurate kingdom-based prayers and intercession. It
is important we get things in accurate perspective before we engage ourselves and

get involved in unfruitful activities.

The Lord must first restore our lost sight before we can see the approved way and
pattern of pleasing the Father as we minister to Him with our lives. There is so much
activity going on within the Body of Christ with little or no result because of the

issue of spiritual blindness.

We have to ask ourselves, what is the pattern for praying and decreeing the will and
purpose of God down for our day? Well, Brother Paul revealed some very
fundamental issues every believer needs to understand in his prayer for the church
of Ephesus. The fact that we are saved does not give us express access into the

knowledge of divine things.

The potentials may be there, but one has to exercise himself in the place of
revelation, petition and thanksgiving for spiritual development in order for that
which God has already given to become manifested into reality. Paul said he will
keep asking for the spirit of wisdom and revelation for the Church in order to know
Him {Christ} better. It is from this vantage point that one starts to build an effective

prayer life.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 94



http://www.portalsgate.org/

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering
you in my prayers. I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you
may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you,

the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints. {Eph 1:15-18}

It is time to stop the journey and ask for the true Guide {the Holy Spirit} to lead us
to the place of the Father’s approval and counsel. Jesus’ parents had travelled a three
days journey after the annual temple worship, only to discover that their son had

been left behind in the temple at Jerusalem.

This is the picture of many today in the Church; we are easily carried away by
religion and mere church activity while we have completely left behind the very
essence of our salvation and devotion - the Lord. We get easily distracted by the
motions of churchianism and religious liturgy. When you leave the Truth behind,

no matter how far you have gone, your journey becomes futile.
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Restoration of apostolic truth as the footing for effective praying

"THEREFORE, REPENT AND RETURN, SO THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE WIPED
AWAY, IN ORDER THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING MAY COME FROM THE
PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND THAT HE MAY SEND JESUS, THE CHRIST
APPOINTED FORYOU, WHOM HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE PERIOD
OF RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS ABOUT WHICH GOD SPOKE BY THE
MOUTH OF HIS HOLY PROPHETS FROM ANCIENT TIME. ACTS 3:19-21
(NASU)

As we journey into the ultimate revelation of God’s intended purpose and plan for
our lives and community, in this epic season of spiritual warfare and apostolic
manifestation of kingdom-based truth, the body of Christ needs to regain her

heritage of spiritual knowledge, {sight} wisdom and understanding.

In other words, the Church needs to be re-equipped and strategically repositioned
for a complete recovery of all the kingdom standard, pattern and authority in this
day of true apostolic release. The upward development of our personal and
corporate growth lies with the total recovery of how the Lord desires His Church to

look both within and outside.

The template of the first-born Church must be restored to the earth at all costs. This
is the time where all restored kingdom truth must come into alignment. We are not
allowed to use the truth separately; the different parts of the Body need each other

to function. To precisely advance in the ministry of prayer, is to continually seek
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the whole counsel, purpose and mind of the Spirit in our daily routine and
interaction. Remember that prayer is not limited to what we say; but also, what we
are thinking. The right frame of mind must precede accurate praying and

intercession.

This comes into play when the truth of God can finally reside in the temple of our
broken prayer altars. Restored truth is what brings restored principles and authority
to our spiritual posture and structure, leading to praying the will of or the kingdom
of God over our lives and the general society. One’s prayer is equal to his or her

spiritual life. You cannot pray what you are not or do not have.

The limit of your spiritual knowledge determines the amount of spiritual value and
depth you are able to bring into any prayer or intercessory activity. In this season of
restoration, we are being called to make an objective assessment and evaluation of

our capacity in the light of the present knowledge of restored truth.

The deeper we press into the depth of God’s word, the better we are able to access
the mind of God for effective intercession. The Lord, through His Prophets and
Apostles all around the world is presently restoring the lost foundation and

structure of the original prayer pattern.

The channel of spiritual communication was ultimately given for accessing the use
of, as a co-laborer in Christ, Liberty Savard would say, “the keys of the kingdom” of

God in order to bind and loose at God’s will.
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Many are still binding what they ought to lose, while others are busy loosing what

they are assigned to bind to Christ’s will and purposes.

There is still a lot of confusion in the areas of what to pray for, and how to pray
effectively, and until the spiritual eye of our understanding is enlightened, I'm

afraid; we shall continue to distort this dimension of Christianity.

Jesus shall be held back in heaven until the restoration of all things, including what
we define to be the proper way of praying. Most of the prayers we see being prayed
in the Body of Christ today are fear-induced, rather than being birthed by faith, love,
hope, yieldedness and total trust in the will and plan of God for our lives, family and

generation.

When all our praying is still dealing with weaknesses of mind, burden of poverty,
dissatisfaction, confusion, discouragement and disappointment, we are obviously
still dealing with the outer court dimension of effective and productive praying
when viewed from the Father’s perspective. As much as we definitely need to pray
and intercede for these areas of need in our lives, there is definitely much more to

accurate prayer and intercession that needs to be learned and understood.

The mountain of Prayer is where spiritual lives are incubated, birthed nurtured and
matured for the Father’s ultimate use. The ability to ascend into the realm of
spiritual life rests solely on the restoration of the true apostolic values as the
foundation for meaningful existence. This restored truth becomes the foundational
platform from where kingdom-based prayer or intercession is expressed without

hindrance or limitation.
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The regaining of our spiritual sight {revelation} from the influence of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil {humanistic ideas and philosophies} is a precondition
for any true spiritual engagement for reformation and ultimate restoration in this

present darkness (Ephesians 1:17-18).

As the Lord regains full uninterrupted access into our lives once again, the stage will
be set for Him to restore all authority and dominion that were lost in the garden.
When Christ takes His seat within the throne of our hearts, we will see the power of

the age come into full demonstration in our communities and nations again.
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Chapter 7

THE GOAL OF SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE

The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the

words of this law. Deut 29:29 {NK]JV}

The power of what is revealed in prayer

The powerful principle revealed in this scripture clearly defines the cornerstone that
both holds and integrates the structure of an apostolic life in the ministry of prayer
and intercession. Firstly, here we see a dimension called secret things belong to
God. Secondly, we are also told about those things {category B} that are revealed;
these revealed things, we are informed belong to us {the sons of God} and our

children forever as inheritance.

The beauty of sound apostolic discipleship is that it impresses within the heart a
deep desire to diligently search the word of God and bring into existence those
‘things’ the Spirit of the Lord is revealing in the light of our spiritual inheritance, so
the body of Christ can regain her strong position of authority and dominion in the
earth. The duty of kingdom centered prayer reaches deep into the heart of the Father
in knowing those things, which are revealed and then by duty bring them into reality

for others to benefit.
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When there is a lack of clear-cut prophetic input in regard to the ministry of prayer,
men can lose spiritual value and direction for life. This scripture establishes one of
the core templates of approaching the things of the Spirit through prayer. It defines
the line between what is exclusively the knowledge and glory of God, while on the
other hand, exposes the spiritual man to what is essentially available as his
redemptive inheritance. It is important that I make this point clear since we are in

a season of pressing into matured kingdom knowledge and experience.

We need to learn afresh how to understand and apply the knowledge of revealed
truth in dealing with spiritual activities like prayer, fasting and meditation. We
cannot circumvent spiritual principles for the benefit of personal desire. The word
of God can no longer be used without following the right protocol of application.
Here we see two very powerful laws giving clear insight as to how spiritual matters
should be perceived and handled, especially when dealing with a highly emotional

and sensitive issue like prayer.

The secret things and the revealed things

Now, brothers, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your
benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go

beyond what is written."{1Cor 4:6}

In approaching the things of His Spirit, we need to bear this knowledge in mind;
there is a vast wealth of spiritual resource called the revealed things, waiting for the

Sons of the kingdom to take appropriate as our inheritance.
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You must take full advantage of this spiritual benefit based on the prescribed
principle of truth at all levels. While on the other hand, there are dimensions within

God’s sovereignty we are not permitted to delve into, irrespective of how hard we

try.

We are told, the secret things belong to God and it should be kept that way. This
should be differentiated from things which have been kept for our discovery as sons
of God. Those things kept for our discovery needs to be searched out with the finest
of the spirit of wisdom and revelation. This is the manifestation of the glory of the
sons of the kingdom in this last day. Yet, in this vastness of spiritual awareness, there

are realms in the Lord that will be kept from us while we are still in our mortal body.

The spiritually matured understands this. What we need to know and be certain of
is that the Lord has made available needed resources for life {material provision}
and godliness {exhibition of fruits and character of the Spirit} has been provided

within the context of his revealed will for our destiny.

These revealed things, we are told belong to us and our children forever. Your duty
and mine is to seek the path of spiritual enlightenment, in discovering what has
been made available for our daily provision and eternal inheritance. The unbalanced
teaching on issue of provision and faith without the precise knowledge of the
Father’s will has led many to frustration, especially when you are forever praying,

and the situation just refuses to budge.
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When we don’t know what is made available and how the Lord desires to dispense
his resources into our lives, prayer and other forms of spiritual activity can become

very burdensome.

The unbalanced and misguided teaching on faith that says, as long as you can believe
God for anything, it shall be done according to your faith, has virtually led many to
the path of deception and disappointment in their Christian walk. It is important
you know that the fact that you have faith and believe in the scripture does not
automatically guarantee an express answering of your request. Standing on a word
to claim a promise also means you must align trust with the ordained will of the

Lord for your life concerning the promise.

We know that faith only gets activated where the will of God is known. As much as
we can exercise faith to claim biblical promises we should also bear in mind that
God has marked out a clear path for each of us. You cannot claim a promise that is
not in direct alignment with the calling and destiny of God for your life or Church

community.

Faith without direction

A man decided to travel to another city to live there because he was so tired and
frustrated with where he’d been staying for the past twenty years without much
progress. He decided to pack his things and off he went to the train station. He was
asked the name of the city he was traveling to so they could issue him a ticket to of

his desired destination, but he had no clear idea of the direction to his destination.
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Though he had made up his mind to leave where he was, with enough money to
travel, he had not really made up his mind concerning where he was going. Many
Christians are like this man; they indeed have determined to leave their present
condition; they desire a change and they seem to have faith for the change, but their
faith is uncertain, and their belief is misguided because they do not have clear

direction of their destination {destiny} from the one who is in charge of their life.

Your faith must be solidly built on the revealed will of the Father for your life, if you
must get to your destination. Faith must be built on the pure absolute trust of what
the Spirit is saying. Within this truth you find the direction for how to pray and the

patience to wait in times of seeming delay.

There is no doubt about the present weak position of the church in the nations. The
seduction of a utilitarian, materialistic and self-centered gospel has almost made the
Church of the Lord spiritually unproductive and incarcerated. The quest for
religious political power and social stardom has almost led her to the point of selling
her birth right. Forgetting who we are, whose we are, and what we represent in the
nations is the core problem. You may want to ask, what does this have to do with
the issues of prayer? The truth is, you cannot isolate prayer from the general spiritual

state or the understanding that governs a {church} community.

The spiritual dimension of prayer needs to be understood from all angles of truth.
One aspect of kingdom principle cannot be left behind if one is going to properly
implement an effective prayer life. This concept is like trying to build a house from
its foundational level to the roofing with the right material. Once there is a

misplacing of material in the building, it affects the entire structure. To pray right
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we have to refocus our attention to the heartbeat of the Lord in bringing His
kingdom purpose to pass. Sound spirituality is the bedrock of pressing into the

inheritance that enables a believer to abandon childish mindsets of thinking.

There are dimensions of life, authority and glory designed to be brought forth into
the natural realm, but those ordained to midwife this frequency have been in
slumber. Therefore, they have continued to hinder their own spiritual development
and perfection and those of their children, even preventing the latter from coming

into they’re ordained kingdom inheritance.

More than ever before, the body of Christ needs sound apostolic priests like
Nehemiah and Ezra who will restore the platform of the kingdom truth to a
generation polluted by wrong perceptions of relationships and leadership.
The Church seemed to have defined itself by largely warped values and
notions of God, and that relationship has given birth to strange children in

the house of God.

The resultant mixed multitude is a reminder of the days of the children of Israel
when they came out of Egypt. These caused them to seek for food {desires and

passions} that set their hearts back to Egypt.

The enemy will continue to take advantage of the spiritual blindness and ignorance
of the saints to pollute even what we define to be prayer. Inability to apprehend the
things that have been revealed and given to us will certainly make us seek in prayer

what we are not ordained to have or even designed for.
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How truth is positioned within the heart, sets the precedence for right or wrong
prayer. As powerful as our Lord is in His earthly ministry, He never for one moment
assumed to know what to do about the complex human challenges. His prayer was
first centered on knowing first the will of the Father before execution. Christ lived

primarily to bring forth the will of His father in every area of life.

I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what
he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your

amazement he will show him even greater things than these. {John 5:19-20}

The revealed and the concealed things

You will be in error to assume the things revealed [given] to us are merely limited
to material, physical or emotional needs. These revealed things are divine
operations of the Spirit that can only be seen by a sight that has been recalibrated
through the ministry of the washing of the water of the word. To the degree you
wash in the pool of Bethesda is the degree your spiritual sight will be restored in
prayer or intercession. Our ability to see what has been given to us is what positions
us to firmly take delivery of the inheritance, irrespective of the resistance or

challenge from the powers of darkness.

Without a clear revelation of the principle of the will of God, little or nothing will
be produced in the ministry of prayer. The revealed things belong to the sons of men

and their glory is to search them out. This is where prayer starts.
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It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory

of kings. {Proverbs 25:2}

The core goal of spiritual actualization is to come into that realm of existence where
every component of our lost spiritual identity, that is, the image {mindset} and
likeness {attributes} of God are perfectly restored, so that they function according
to the original, intended purpose. The ministry of prayer is the catalyst, designed
by heaven to set in motion this process of rebirth and restoration of the life and

image of the second and the last Adam (Christ) 1Cor. 15:45.

The grace to grow the seed of the second man within your spirit becomes a
possibility when prayer advances beyond a mere soulish means of self-gratification
to a lifetime embrace of sacrifice. Only those appointed by the Spirit and who have
decided to follow without wavering will be able to come to the understanding of the

glorious ministry of prayer.

If you have not been chosen, you obviously might not understand what it means to
be called to pray. You might not understand or appreciate some of the thoughts
being highlighted. However, it is my sincere desire that you will not stop reading
because you do not seem to understand now. I bet you, your spirit will know and

affirm what you are reading, even if it takes a while for you to comprehend.

What I am trying to say is, although there is agreement in my spirit, I also sometimes
still struggle to comprehend in human terms some of the things the Spirit releases

into my spirit. If understanding has not come in a particular area of truth, do not

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 107



http://www.portalsgate.org/

fight or even conclude on it. Wait for the right season of understanding as you yield
yourself in obedience, humility and a teachable spirit to the Lord. The Spirit of the
Lord in you will always bear witness even in situations where people do not want to

accept the truth due to the stronghold of false teachings and doctrine.

The ability to continue in the revelational understanding of the purposes of the Lord
for this season is highly crucial to the maturing of your spirit man as it gives the
right footing for your re-establishment and activity within the season. Just like a
new season in the earth births innovation and technologies that help accelerate the
social and economic realities of the day, new seasons in the spirit demand spiritual

strategies and technology in the building of the nation of God in the earth.

The ones who would be able to function effectively in the reality of the new day in
God must be those who have been prepared and matured in handling the ministry
of God’s word regarding every aspect of life. The Apostle Paul instructed Timothy,
who was the senior elder of the church of Ephesus not to commit spiritual things to

novices.

Unfortunately, prayer is one area many do not believe they need to be precisely
trained. And those who even have agreed to be trained are being fed with the wrong

emphasis on the issue. {2Timothy chapter 2:2}

Spiritual establishment demands that we press further from a dimension of truth
that is already revealed, known and confirmed unto the next required realm of the

Lord’s agenda and purpose.
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The progressive development of our faith {spiritual lifestyle} as we press unto that
which is ahead of us in Him, keeps our spiritual ears, eyes and mindsets on Him who

is making His grand appearance within us and through us.

It is the ultimate will of the Father to see us enjoy a good devotional, prayer
relationship with Him at all times without restrictions; He longs to show us the
secret pathway to a true life of hearing and communing with Him, without any form

of spiritual distortions.

The strongholds within our unregenerated mentality blocking our spiritual signal
{sight and hearing capabilities} have been a serious hindrance to our spiritual
positioning. These will need to be effectively pulled down if we are ever going to

connect to the heavenly frequency in doing damage to the kingdom of darkness.

14. For this reason I kneel before the Father. 15. From whom his whole family
in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16. I pray that out of his glorious
riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner
being. 17. so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray
that you, being rooted and established in love. 18. May have power, together
with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love
of Christ. 19. And to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may

be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. {Eph 3:14-19}
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This ancient apostolic truth defines what an accurate intercession is all about in this
season of migration. Building on our past inadequate prayer competence will only
lead to disappointment and major casualties in this hour of relentless attack on the
Church of the Lord. A new and a better strategic approach to intercession must be

acquired as we approach the most holy place of kingdom truth.

The Holy Spirit is upgrading and redefining the ministry of intercession as an
integral part of the propagation and the advancement of God’s kingdom culture in
the earth. The Lord Jesus Christ said, When He, the Spirit of truth comes, He will
guide us into all {new} truth. The Holy Spirit desires to guide us more than ever
before to the accurate knowledge of all things in order not to keep sweating in this

priesthood ministry.

Remember the priest is not permitted to sweat while ministering before the Lord.
Sweat means the activity of human energy in the presence of the Lord. This incurs
the judgment of death. It is time we allowed the Lord through the guidance of the
Holy Spirit to teach and show us His ways and thoughts, so we are not condemned
by mixing human effort with divine injunctions in this third day ministry of Christ.
The Lord’s ways are not our ways, His thoughts are not our thoughts; we will have
to find out His ways and judgments for an accurate and effective prayer life as we

consciously get rid of our own ways and thoughts.
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Understanding the things of the spirit

“14The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand

them, because they are spiritually discerned.” {1 Corinthians 2:14-15}

The scripture above clearly states that there are things {activities and proclamations}
that come from above {the realm of God’s dwelling} which are foolish to the earthly,
unspiritual and unregenerated person. In other words, the carnal, unregenerated
human cannot connect with the things of the Spirit of God. Their spirits have not
yet been made alive to interact with divine realities. On the other hand, the
indwelling life and activity of the Spirit of God gives the believer an unprecedented

capacity to know and execute the will and purpose of God in the earth.

The condition of the spirit man in relation to the Lord’s counsel is the ultimate place
of God’s revealing power and transforming authority to the earth. As an individual
becomes increasingly spiritual, his ability to establish dominion over the flesh grows
proportionally and this releases a greater proportion of the governmental spirit of
reformation, transformation and ultimate restoration back to the earth. The
restoration of the soul realm to the Lord’s pleasure should be the utmost focus of all
intercessors in these last days. We have prayed prayers that sound highly spiritual

to the ears while the rebellious condition of the soul still remains intact.

The church has labored in prayer for decades with very little impact because we have
refused to deal with the condition of spirituality and the rebellious state of the soul

in prayer. There are too many distractive carnal, soulish tendencies invented as
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strategies to keep the church from addressing the real issues plaguing us from
maturing in our work with God and relationship with each other. These soulish
prayers are designed to hinder what the Christ’s anointing desires to birth in this

new day of kingdom emergence.

This present season is all about what the Spirit of the Lord is revealing as His
required standard for intercessory breakthrough. The strategy of reaching the 21st
century mission field, with the purpose of subverting the dominant humanistic
system of the earth, through the power of correct prophetic intercession, is a high
priority in the heart of the Father. Building little camps around what He did

yesterday can be detrimental to what He is revealing and doing today.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes,
the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child; I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways
behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully

known. {1Cor 13:9-12}

As we become more developed and sensitive to the inner dealings of the Spirit, our
ability to discern accurately will be enhanced and matured in order to know how to
execute the will of the Father for every season of our lives. This saves and helps us
from wasting precious time in praying soulish and self- induced prayers that

ultimately drain our spiritual strength and zeal.
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Learning again from the Spirit of wisdom to journey out of our country and Father’s
house- {that which is known and are familiar with} to the land {dimensions} of
present emphasis of the Father’s desire requires undivided trust, humility and

obedience to the inner voice of the Spirit.

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven.
And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up
here, and I will show you what must take place after this." 2. At once I was in
the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting

on it. {Revelation 4:1-2}

The core duty of spiritual leadership in prayer

The core duty of spiritual leaders and intercessors is to build the right and conducive
spiritual atmosphere, which helps change wrong perceptions in the ministry of
prayer. You can only pray what you have been exposed to or perceived as the truth
in prayer (“A prayer is effective to the level of spiritual truth available to the one
praying.”). The pedestal of understanding upon which a believer stands while
praying determines whether what his prayer activity releases to the environment is

kingdom fragrance or death.

Prayer is the duty of a high-level governmental leadership representation; whilst all
believers, regardless of their spiritual state or growth have unhindered access to
divine communication. However, the responsibility to intercept and dislodge
ancient demonic system, detracting the destiny of societies and the nations are the

duty of highly skilled craftsmen at the gates.
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Prayer becomes highly effective when there is a change of how we view people,
churches, the move of God and society in general. Fear, insecurity, arrogance of
heart and unforgiveness are part of the major stumbling blocks hindering a lot of

the prayer activities in the body of Christ.

As we gather and create a conducive atmosphere in our different assemblies of
interactions and fellowship, despite the misrepresentation, abuse and misuse of
spiritual truth in some of these gatherings, intercessors must clearly keep in view
the fact that the real purpose of the Spirit for gathering believers {communion} is
the re-building of the broken gates and altar of the apostolic foundation via

intercession within the hearts of those apprehended for Christ’s glory.

The Prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel showed us this prophetic pattern. Nothing
gets fixed in and through prayer until there is a precise restoration of the required
apostolic foundation and structure of the Spirit. Elijah made sure that before calling
on God’s intervention over the matter at hand, he rebuilt and repositioned the
broken altars made of twelve stones. The altar of twelve stones symbolizes the
legitimacy of Elijah's apostolic authority to challenge the false position of Jezebel

and the prophets of Baal.

The direct impact of the prophet’s prayer is connected to the restoration of this
broken spiritual authority of the land. The mistake the prophets of Baal made was
to have allowed Elijah to rebuild the broken altar of God with the twelve stones. The
restoration of this apostolic foundation over the nation defines the impact of his
prayer before the Lord. Many intercessors truly desire to see great result in their

intercessory life without first restoring the precise apostolic (altar) order within
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them. Understanding both the principle and protocol of the Spirit in intercession

is one of the signs of a matured intercessory act.

The Lord is the builder of His own house, and those given the honor to share in this
grace of gathering and re-construction of the spirits of men must do it in reverential
fear of the Lord, so the glory of God’s fire can fall on the altar of sacrifice once again.
Those who are still developing in the ministry of intercession need to see with
prophetic clarity the issue of precise presentation of the Father’s purpose in their
prayer and interaction. We must never allow the ministry of prayer and intercession
to be hijacked or confined by false images, crafted from the soulish [self-centered)

passions of the mind.

What will eventually define the issues or the transforming power of your life, family,
business, ministry and the nations, will not be how much truth you know; but how
the truth has reconfigured and shaped your thought patterns in conformity with the
present day intercessory ministry of Christ. Eventually, what flows out of your
{innermost being} belly, the place of awareness in intercession and kingdom
birthing, will be the determining factor of the next dimension of your development.
If your prayer is not in agreement with what Christ is praying at the right hand of

the Father, then it can’t be answered. Rom 8:34

Both the condition and configuration of your heart determines the kind of capacity,
authority and dominion you are going to demonstrate in the midst of this present
global darkness. Allowing the mind {thoughts and desire} of Christ to dominate your
heart is to receive the illuminating, revelational power and wisdom of Christ truth

to fill your inner man in intercession; this is highly necessary in spiritual combat.
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Therefore, you must totally separate yourself from all religious and humanistic
tendencies that may try to cripple and defile your soul in the prophetic and
intercessory clarity. You and I must have a clear focus of the demands of the Spirit
of the Lord at all time. We must constantly desire the feelings and emotions of the
Father within our spirit, so we can also please Him in our devotional callings and

engagements.

Our attention must be constantly set on the Lord and we must by duty continually
bind our emotion, will and intellect to on the purifying altar of the Spirit as the word
of the Lord is being poured afresh in this third day of the Spirit. Journeying further
into the desired pleasure of the Lord requires a sanctification of our members.
Breaking from all forms of idolatry and carnal entanglements {lust of the flesh, lust
of the eyes and the pride of life} hidden within the human soul is highly essential to

hearing and knowing the voice of the Father in this new day of spiritual advance.

What agreement [can there be between] a temple of God and idols? For we
are the temple of the living God; even as God said, I will dwell in and with
and among them and will walk in and with and among them, and I will be

their God, and they shall be My people. 2Cor6:16 {AMP}

Therefore, Wisdom is once again crying out to all who are simple and prudent in
heart to come. Learn, eat and drink of this freshly prepared wine and meal of the
Spirit. The fruition of this reality comes only by embracing the cross and turning all

the religious and soulish ideas {strongholds} of our hearts into wood that must be
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consumed by the fire of the Spirit. In other words, the present ministry of prayer is
indeed calling us to a higher dimension of spiritual sacrifice; a sacrifice that will
make the prayer and intercession of the third day Church accepted in the sight of
the Father.

The Father is inviting all sons in the kingdom to the pinnacle of His truth, where
things, people and nations can be clearly seen in their right condition. When things
are seen from the valley position, we tend to continually fight a lost battle. It is time
we buy into the ministry of wisdom that will grant us access into what is called the

ascended realm of prayers.

The Apostle Paul accurately paints the picture of a one prayer without impact in 1
Corinthians 9:26. He said such a person is like one trying to fight the air with his
fists. Obviously, such a battle will not only lead to weariness but can also cause a

sense of frustration that eventually leads to depression.

How many people do you know today who are not enjoying the ministry of prayer
and intercession because they are trying to do it through humanistic legalism?
Prayer is not a formula or just a tool you employ in getting things from God. It is a
life you live in the revelational knowledge of your redemptive purpose. Your first
call in salvation is to learn to grow your faith through the development of a selfless

prayer life.
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Who may ascend to the hill of the lord?

While prayer is the beginning of your relationship with the Holy Spirit it is also the
place where the Lord shares His most secret thoughts with you. The Lord lives in
the elevated realm of life; to see and understand what is happening in the valley
realm you must press your way into the mountain of the Lord. Psalm 24:3 gives us
a key to this present requirement of the Lord in the ministry of intercession. “Who

may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in His holy place?

Ascending to the hill of the Lord and standing in His holy place is a life time calling
of our priestly and prophetic inheritance. As much as this is an open question or
invitation to all believers, unfortunately not all Christians will be able to answer this
call due to the weights and entanglements in their lives. Ascension is the fourth
dimension of the believer’s journey to the place of spiritual enlightenment and

emancipation. You must go through death, burial, resurrection and then ascension.

Christ showed this pattern to us in his earthly ministry. You cannot shunt this
process; due process must take place in an individual’s life and the corporate body
of Christ. Until you and I have learnt to be precisely positioned on the mountain
{the ascended life} of the Lord for prophetic clarity and precision, we will continue
to struggle in trying to use our refined carnal religious ideas to deal with issues

intended to be solved through divine input.
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For this reason, we also, from the day we heard of it, have not ceased to pray
and make [special] request for you, [asking] that you may be filled with the
full (deep and clear) knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom [in
comprehensive insight into the ways and purposes of God] and in

understanding and discernment of spiritual things Col 1:9 {AMP}

Learning to wait for the clear instruction and direction of the Spirit in whatever
circumstance is a virtue we all need to learn and accord the highest priority in our
spiritual development and lives. Elijah the man of God in his dealing with Ahab

showed us the importance of this value.

While the word of the Lord had gone forth to Ahab to return home to eat and drink,
the man of God climbed the hills to intercede until the manifestation of the word
became a reality. You will notice that Elijah already knew the mind of the Lord

before he began his prayer.

Even when he asked the servant to keep him informed about the change of weather,
the discouraging news of the servant never deterred his prayer. He kept praying until
the seventh time when the servant told him about the forming of a cloud like the
hands of a man. This seventh dimension of Elijah’s prayer restored and accelerated

God's prophetic program in Israel.

This is the realm where the effectual power of prayer becomes manifest in the earth.
From scriptures, we read that the prophet, after the forming of the cloud through

his prayer, out-ran the chariot of Ahab.
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When prayer is offered, according to the direct revealed will of the Father
irrespective of the contradictory situations, we certainly will out-run and overpower
the Ahab’s of this world {enemies}. The outpouring of the rain of the Spirit in this
new day requires the Elijah type of anointing; an anointing with the capacity to
confront false altars built within nations, a capacity to resist giving up in the midst

of fear and unrelenting oppositions.

So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel,
bent down to the ground and put his face between his knees. "Go and look
toward the sea," he told his servant. And he went up and looked. "There is

nothing there," he said. Seven times Elijah said, "Go back."

The seventh time the servant reported, "A cloud as small as a man's hand is
rising from the sea.” So Eljjah said, "Go and tell Ahab, 'Hitch up your chariot
and go down before the rain stops you." Meanwhile, the sky grew black with
clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel. The
power of the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he

ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. {1Kings 18:42-46}
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Chapter 8

FINDING THE THOUGHTS OF GOD BEFORE PRAYING

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,"
declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the earth so are my ways

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts”. {Isaiah 55:8-9}

The thought of god, the womb of effective prayer

It will definitely not be an understatement to say that prayer is one of the most
important aspects of the believer’s life, if not the most, yet, as we have seen so far in
this study, it is the least understood concept of divine interaction. The thought
realm is the womb that carries either the seed of the Lord’s will or the carnal
tendencies of human agendas. What dominates the thought determines the quality

and impact of the prayer.

Words are first thoughts before they are given life through vocal expression. A
thought can die unborn; it all depends on the spirit that drives the thought. If the
thought finds a connected desire in you, there is every possibility it will materialize.
During one of the temptations of Christ, we were told the prince of this world came
to search the heart of Christ but found nothing of him {the same kind of passion} in

Christ.
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Thoughts are flashes of imagination and imagination is the root of unborn desires.
When we lack the knowledge of the thoughts of God for our situation, how can we
pray His will concerning issues? Thoughts are defined as ideas produced by mental

activity. A thought is also the idea of process of thinking.

Therefore, we see that thoughts produce the idea or plan of God concerning any
situation. So, when we press to grasp the thought {plan, idea, agenda, desire, will

and purpose} of the Lord we become better positioned to address the issue.

This scripture gives us a very good example of taking advantage of the thoughts of
God in prayer. The completion of the captivity of the children of Israel in Babylon is
a seventy-year period. Any prayer offered for their restoration must be done in the
context of the revealed mind of the Lord. To pray for God to cut short the days of
the captivity would certainly not be in the interest of the Lord’s agenda for the

nation of Israel and Babylon.

The right prayer should be requesting for capacity and wisdom to achieve the
desired will of the Lord in the nation without being polluted by the evil system and
not merely seeking for a way of escape. The Lord already promised he would bring
them out when the seventy years were complete. This concept of understanding
opens a whole reality of spiritual pattern that is difficult for the immature believer

to accept. This truth implies that some of the Jews would not make it back to Israel.
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The word would be fulfilled by a new generation that was not taken captive but was
born in the land of captivity. These free born in the land of bondage would be the
restored generation that fulfilled the rebuilding of the temple and the city of their

fathers.

This is what the LORD says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon,
I will come to you and fulfil my gracious promise to bring you back to this
place. For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then
you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found
by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will
gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,"
declares the LORD, "and will bring you back to the place from which I carried

you into exile. {Jer 29:10-14}

Many tend to approach prayer from an isolated point of neediness, while they
selfishly or ignorantly neglect the divine protocol that grants precise access to the
mind of the Lord in order for His will to be done through their lives. It is highly
necessary to realize by revelation that prayer or the act of intercession can only be
effective when it is done in compliance with laid down spiritual protocols; which
means that you must first learn to ask, seek and knock the doors of heaven’s will
according to the divine order, pattern, principles and guidelines before venturing

into execution.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 123



http://www.portalsgate.org/

Prayer according to the pattern of heaven

Moses was instructed to build the temple according to the pattern showed him on
the mount. Any intrusion of his (own) thoughts in the matter would mean the
rejection of the building. King Saul in his carnal, disobedient nature to the voice of
the Lord was given another chance to redeem himself. He was instructed to wipe

out every living thing in the land of the Amalekites.

He goes according to the word of the Lord but returns with the sheep and king Agag.
Saul is a type of a carnal Christian who listens to the instruction of the Lord but will
not carry it out according to the prescribed pattern. Following the thought of God
in prayer is more than vocalizing words; the action that follows the thought in prayer
must be in complete alignment to the instruction of the Spirit. It is easy to pray as

long as your action does not stand in line.

Western humanistic concepts constitute a challenge to the government and
sovereignty of the Lord. The idea of seeing God as some father, Christian or good
person who does not deserve total submission is contrary to the concept of apostolic
Christianity. The Lord makes and unmakes, He chooses whatever format He desires
to reveal His will and counsel. Anyone who does not or refuses to know God from
this standpoint will commit the same sin of Saul. Let us look at the reasons Saul

kept the king and the sheep:

1. He kept the king because of his need to prove to people that he is powerful.
In those days when a city was captured by another king, they usually led the king to
their country as proof of the glory and power of their leadership to their citizens by

dragging the captive king all over the city before killing or put him in captivity.
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2. Secondly, he took the sheep as peace offering to God. He claimed they were
for sacrifice. On the surface, his intention had the flavor of correctness in that he
thought that by offering a large amount of sacrifice to the Lord his sins would be
removed. Saul lacked the understanding that obeying the injunctions of the Lord is

more than any offered sacrifice.

And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to Shur, which is
east of Egypt. He also took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly
destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and the people
spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and
all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything

despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.1 Sam 15:7-9{NK]JV}

In as much as the Lord will do nothing on earth except someone takes the pain to
ask or stand in the gap, the person asking or requesting something of God by means
of prayer must certainly first acquire the mind {right template} of the Lord before

such a request can be properly made, heard and accepted as kingdom initiated

praying.

I would love to say right away that accurate praying and intercession is equivalent
of precisely knowing the thoughts and voice of the master concerning any issue, be
it personal or socioeconomic. It is that thought that is discerned and articulated
back to the Lord in prayer. There cannot be successful praying without having

prophetic insight and understanding.
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Since many of us still have a distorted perception of the ministry of prophetic grace,
it makes it difficult to harness the spiritual resources made available through this
ministry gift of divine insight. Effective intercession or prayer solidly predicated on

true kingdom based prophetic ability.

Growing in the gifts of the spirit enhances your prayer life

The days we are in call for the Body to grow in all aspects of the fruits and ministry
gifts in order to maximize the full benefit of these gifts, and the leadership of the
Spirit. The ministry and gifts of the Spirit are given to help the members of the Body
of Christ to live an effective and productive life in the midst of human corruption.
Prayer is a serious business that cannot be handled with levity and half-truth. One
needs to precisely know the importance of standing in the gap and executing the
divine judgment on behalf of the Lord as one grows and increases in the revelation

of the ministry of the Spirit.

Prayer is initiated by God for His sole will and purpose to find expression in our
individual and corporate daily existence. Any form of prayer made outside the
ordained will, purpose and counsel of the Father becomes rebellious {witchcraft}
and detrimental to our overall destiny in life. Seeing from the Lord’s perspective

before opening your mouth in prayer is highly crucial to any effective prayer activity.
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YOUR POSITION AS CYRUS

Jeremiah 51:20-24

20 You are my battle-ax and weapons of war: For with you I will break the
nation in pieces; with you I will destroy kingdoms; 21 With you I will break in
pieces the horse and its rider; with you I will break in pieces the chariot and
its rider; 22 With you also I will break in pieces man and woman; With you I
will break in pieces old and young; With you I will break in pieces the young
man and the maiden; 23 With you also I will break in pieces the shepherd and
his flock; With you I will break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen; And
with you I will break in pieces governors and rulers. 24 “And I will repay
Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea For all the evil they have done in

Zion in your sight” says the LORD. Jeremiah 51: 20- 24 (NKJV)

Many do not fully understand the gravity of their place, role and calling in the
fulfilment of the prophetic destiny of their communities or nation. For too long the
majority of people within the Body of Christ have taught and treated the ministry of
prayer and intercession to be some kind of magical chanting exercise that can make

life’s trials and challenges to vanish.

This is deceptive and indeed misleading! Some have gone to the extreme of
mishandling the truth of the word of God by tagging certain prayer and miracle
meeting to 24-hour response. How we have misrepresented God, all in the name of

giving someone miraculous solution.
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Some ministries actually believe they have the right to put God under a certain
obligation of answering their request due to the size of the ministry. So what
happens when the Lord refuses to answer these soulish prayer points? In desperate
bid to validate their ministries, some end up getting diverted to search for power
elsewhere following a precedent set by King Saul. This is the point when the spirit
of manipulation and witchcraft gains access into the ministry because someone is

trying to play the role of the Holy Spirit.

For those who are genuinely walking with the Spirit of truth, the implication of this
kind of misadventure and so grossly misleading the flock of God is simply too ghastly
to contemplate. Saying things, including the giving of special words like prophecy
without the direct inspiration and guidance of the Spirit, certainly exposes one to

false demonic spirits.

Many today have become tools in the hands of dark princes ruling through familiar
spirits. These false leaders have become inspired and empowered through a lying
spirit. This is what you find in typical houses {ministries or church groups} of Saul

and Ahab (1Kings 22:19-23).

God, through the ages has used the powerful ministry of heartfelt intercession to
intervene in, shape and change the lives and destinies of nations and make them
fulfill their ordained purposes and callings. Kingdom-centered prayer is like a coin;
one side shows the Father’s prophetic desire and mandate, while the other displays
sighted {prophetic} men and women here on earth with the competence to birth

and bring into execution the full counsel of the Lord in its due season.
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Although God may choose to use anyone for His purpose, biblical precedents
however indicates that this type of cutting-edge prophetic activity is done outside
the knowledge of mainline religious leaders who are generally considered or who
consider themselves the most qualified for such assignments within the nations.
When the Lord’s desire is to carry out a landmark event on earth, He usually

bypasses the so-called powerful religious rulers of the day.

While the Pharisees and political leaders of the day were busy doing their thing in
Jerusalem, the angel of the Lord was on his way to deliver a message that would
fundamentally alter the course of humanity’s destiny to a lonely prophet at the

backside of the wilderness of Judea.

King Cyrus was named, called and ordained by God before he was born, to carry out
the specific assignment of destroying Babylon and rebuilding the temple of worship
in Jerusalem. If there is going to be a major reformation of lives in our time and
generation, we have to rebuild the ever-burning altar of intercession within this

present temple being prepared for the manifestation of the latter glory.
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Prayer and the altar of sacrifice

The instruction given to Moses after the building of the temple is - “the fire on the
altar must not be put off day or night”. This fire on the altar which symbolizes the
covenant relationship of God to the house of Israel - the church of the living God, is
there to continually remind the saints of the Father’s presence and covenant of

redemption for all humanity.

The only reason millions of people today have the privilege of redemption and
regeneration is because of the singular sacrifice Jesus Christ made with his life on
the cross of Calvary over two thousand years ago. As much as the price for eternal
redemption has been paid for, we on the other hand must go through the laid down
principles, patterns and processes in order to access and enjoy the privileges of this
redemption {inheritance} by praying for souls to come to the knowledge of Christ,
or else these privileges will only remain in one spiritual dimension without

manifesting its benefits in the natural where it is needed the most.

Prayer and intercession is one of the pathways the Lord has ordained as the gateway
to accessing His will, mind, purposes and authority for the reformation,
transformation and restoration of societies, when its principles and procedures are

accurately followed by those standing at the gates.
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A deeper vision to the ministry of prayer

The Lord is releasing a fresh concept, pattern and template for engaging heaven and
conducting warfare against the kingdom of darkness in prayer and intercession.
Seeing prayer as just a bridge that connects you to your personal or corporate
provision and protection is being myopic, blind and spiritually immature. It also

hallmarks a deep warp in one’s values and understanding of true spirituality.

To understand prayer as that toll-free line you dial when you are in need, or that
“fire fighter” you call when your house is on fire, is to be limited in the ultimate
intention and purpose of the Father concerning effective and prevailing praying.
The notion of merely seeing prayer as the link between the spiritual and the earthly
realm, without precisely understanding the reason and essence for the link is to be
limited and blind in the full revelation of the power and authority the ministry of

kingdom-based governmental prayer ought to release on earth.

For centuries, myths, mysteries and traditions behind praying, have brought all
human religions, including Christianity, to some kind of tradition and religious
belief system that pacifies our feelings and emotions to believe and hope in the
unseen manifestation of what we soulfully desire; even when we are aware that the
foundation or template of such request negates the revealed thought and mind of

the Father for our lives.
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It is of utmost importance to come to the realization that answering prayers
goes beyond having faith in an illusionary god you have created within your
religious mindset to really defining the foundation of the required standard

of kingdom-based process of answered prayer.

Our values and anticipations on seeing the result and manifestation of our prayers
should be consistent with the revealed mind of the Father and not what we believed
should have been the answer. Certain dimensions of our present intercession might
not be answered according to how our religious paradigm has shaped or formed our

perceptions of measuring successful prayer.

Yet when we learn to keep the Lord before our face and follow His prophetic
program, we shall certainly share in the reward of His harvest at the end of the age.
This should give us hope and courage to keep pressing into that unknown, yet
certain dimension of the ministry of intercession as we collaborate with the Lord of
the harvest in His purpose. True ministry is not what we have done for the Lord or
on His behalf; true lasting ministry is what the Lord is doing in us and what we have

learnt to do through Him.

The holy spirit is our best teacher in the act of praying

The Holy Spirit is sent as our best teacher to lead and guide us into higher levels of
kingdom purpose, so that when it comes to doing anything that will bring lasting
impact and transformation, it will be done through complete surrender of our

thoughts, will, motives and agenda.
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Our inability to depend on the leading and direction of the Spirit of truth has caused
many to wander away from the Father’s original intentions and provisions, thereby,

birthing and creating their own Ishmael type of ministry.

A pure breed ministry must be birthed through intercession. The capacity to wait
in bringing forth the Isaac type of ministry sometimes might take as long as God
would want it to take very much against the time frame that our flesh would desire.
Recollect that it took twenty-five years in the case of Father Abraham. The issue here
is not how long we have waited but how mature we have become in the fruit of the

spirit called patience.

When we ignorantly neglect the One who has been given and assigned to teach us
the philosophy and culture of interfacing with the kingdom of God in prayer, we will
obviously continue to live, operate and wander in the wilderness of confusion,

frustration, uncertainty and discouragement even in the ministry of intercession.

Choices we have made and are still making prove that we have still not regained the
essence and the kind of life that will completely govern, rule and dominate the
human weaknesses that are crippling our lives and societies from advancing to the

ultimate emancipation.

One of the reasons we need to completely divorce our minds/mentalities from the
weak, old religious humanistic paradigm is to be able to effectively have spiritual
vision and understanding in order to effect accurate governmental intercession here
on earth. This can only be made possible by first accessing what Christ’s mind

reveals concerning issues in the valley realm of life.
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This ultimately would bring us to that new condition of existence where our total
being is absolutely guided by the Spirit of truth in everything we do and say in our
daily act of praying and interceding. Ezekiel refers to this concept of life as having
eyes {prophetic sight} all around your body. You can see things from every angle.
The true altar of prayer is restored when the ministry of the Spirit completely takes

His rightful position and posture within your mentality.

The reason why we have different schools of thought today concerning how to pray
or what type of prayer is right or wrong, is because we lack a coherent kingdom
culture and education. Those called and assigned to teach the saints like the
ministry of Ezra, became blind through the authority and affluence the ministry of
prayer and other power gifts brought in the charismatic Pentecostal move. These
church leaders’ souls were captured and polluted because their eyes and hearts were

not set on the Lord.

These men and women who ought to have laid the foundation for sound biblical
doctrine in areas of prayer and intercession, and the ministry of helps, de-
emphasized the truth because of the power gained through the multitudes flocking
their denominations. If we are going to witness the fullness of the outpouring of the
Spirit of the Lord, we must revisit and reemphasize the importance of an accurate

spiritual foundation.
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Engaging in mere spiritual activities such as praying, fasting, studying, and
meditation without a clear godly motive will only lead to more frustration. Jesus
(the man), the Son of Mary showed us the accurate pattern and procedure of
spiritual engagement by living a life of total obedience and dependence on His

heavenly Father.

The word made it clear that he spent the first eighteen years of his life learning the
way, truth and life of spiritual development and maturity before stepping into the
act of ministering to people. This principle was also true about Apostle Paul who
also spent the first fourteen years of his conversion in learning at the feet of the Holy

Spirit before stepping into ministry.

No one can deny their impact in the few years they had with mortal men. You might
want to ask what has Christ’s life and ministry got to do with your need in prayers
and supplication? Well, it has a lot to do with it; if you are going to succeed in any
area of life, you will have to follow the pattern of Christ who is the way, the truth

and the life to success in any life’s endeavor.

The truth is, the Father did not just send Christ to show us how to do ministry by
leading people to heaven; on the contrary, he was sent to show all humankind how
to live life in the originally intended pattern before the fall. Christ is the pattern for
us to follow on how the Lord desires us to run whatever ministry we have been called

to steward.
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It is highly important that we do not engage life from a blind remedial standpoint.
Christ is the standard of anything we are called to do or become in life. The moment
we step out of the core pattern of God, which obviously is Christ, our spiritual
sacrifices and (activities), no matter how noble or successful they may seem in the
natural, become polluted and stand rejected by heaven. This is a big lesson for the

21st century “micro wave” type of ministry we see springing up every day around us.

As long as we continue to prefer our own ideas and will in handling issues and
situations, we will continue to fail and be frustrated. Man was not designed to live
his life and succeed without God. It is only a matter of time for him or her to
recognize his desperate need for Christ in order to be able to live and survive in this
sick, immoral society of ours. The original mindset of the Lord is what true kingdom

pilgrims are called to reflect.

True kingdom heartfelt prayer should seek to first build the ideals of reconstruction
{reformation} and restoration of truth to every sector of the Church and the society.
This ideal has nothing to do with immediate material acquisitions or

demonstrations of power, like many are so desperate to have or see today.
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Chapter 9

PRAYER, THE CHANNEL FOR
RESTORING KINGDOM VALUE

And that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you-even Jesus.
He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore

everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. Acts 3:20-21

Restoring the order

The precise restoration of truth implies the realignment of our individual lives with
the core values, model, culture, philosophy and standards of heaven with a view to
bringing its impact to bear on the pattern of existence of the children of the world.
These standards or pattern of existence will put the face of Christ on every sector of
human existence so that people once again will know that the Lord is in the midst

of His Church.

The word of the Lord locked up on the inside of millions of Christians will finally
find a Body of expression into the earthly realm. This is a season of divine
restoration. This restoration must not be confused with materialism, the acquisition
of power, fame and fortune. God is busy restoring His truth, nothing but His truth,

back to His house in order for the knowledge of His glory to cover the earth as the
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water covers the sea. This spiritual concept of restoration must first reform your

values and mode of perception of life and the kingdom of God.

Heaven will not permit anyone to touch or approach spiritual things in this season
without first destroying the old rigid and often perverted templates and systems of
value and choice, which once formed the basis upon which prayer and other
spiritual notions were built. Personal requests and petitions should be the last thing
on our prayer agenda, the need of God should always be the basis of our approaching

the throne room.

By the time you and I start asking from a position of restored spiritual hearing and
sight, we will be assured that what we need is already granted by heaven where only
the will of God is respected. Even when the manifestation has to wait for an
appropriate season of delivery, we are guaranteed that it is just a matter of time. This
is one basic reason it is important that believers need to first regain the right mind,
and a perspective of the will of the Father concerning their request, before

petitioning.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds

in Christ Jesus. {Philippians 4:6-7}

Anxiety is a strong sign of immaturity while still in our kindergarten {beginner’s}
stage of Christianity. A clear sign of a developing faith, on the other hand, is the

ability to leave behind every soulish hindrance that prevents an individual from
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lifting the correct prayer before the Lord. A maturing faith creates an impetus that
makes the individual to start experiencing the glory of a different kind, which cannot

be defined by what is gained for self, but rather what is lost for Him.

This is what I call the glory of a finishing faith. To be in the position where you are
not anxious about anything, you must have grown in your faith in God to a point
where you have become certain of His promises. Please note; this promise does not

suggest what you gain in terms of material or monetary acquisition.

A platform of true biblical faith and the fruit of the Spirit {patience} in the life of a
believer should be the right ingredient and premise from which we approach and

communicate with the Spirit of truth in prayer and intercession.

It is unfortunate to note that many in the Body of Christ still do not have the correct
template {understanding} of the knowledge of God’s thoughts and ways according
to Isaiah 55; thus, for such a person, it becomes quite rigorous and difficult to
understand the Father’s agenda and desire concerning how to effectively

communicate in their prayer life.

Certain issues or needs are already met; however, this can only be known by
attaining the precise knowledge of the written word; and thereafter all you need to
do is to actively enforce and decree that which has been revealed in your request or

intercession.
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Before proclamation

Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved
(tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly
analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching]
the Word of Truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 {AMP}

We seldom take the pain to sit and carefully study so that we might discover what
has been revealed through the written word, thereby, executing the judgment
already written {psalm 149:9}. The enemy is so good at playing the game of

distraction with many of us.

He keeps us too busy doing things that sound and look quite spiritual at the
detriment of accurate, illuminated knowledge that gives us accelerated wisdom and
understanding for ultimate maturity, perfection and victory. To lack this spiritual
wisdom is to be sentenced to a life of constant engagement of ourselves and the

kingdom of darkness in an unnecessary and fruitless warfare.

In most cases, our prayers are still largely shaped by the very culture, tradition and
philosophy we are expected to leave behind as part of the requirements of biblical
salvation. How can we possibly allow our pet denominational doctrines or even
personal preferences to define and influence what the Spirit designed prayer to

produce in life and still expect the Lord to listen to us? The idea of approaching

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 140



http://www.portalsgate.org/

prayer from a humanistic or religious value system weakens and limits the

transformational power that prayer ought to produce in the society.

Whenever a prayer activity is not predicated on a proper knowledge of what Christ
prescribes in the word of God as a divinely ordained basis for prayer, what

automatically results is a blind, traditional, religious and futile exercise.

The ministry of revealed truth ought to give us leverage in handling difficult and
confusing issues. We live in a world where we are forever faced with urgent
challenging issues that require prompt and accurate decision and action,
particularly if one is handling a managerial or leadership position where important

decisions are required to be made on a daily basis.

[ believe that, learning the ways Jesus prayed and dealt with daily issues should be
the final model and process required by the last day Church, if we are truly going to

enforce the victory of the kingdom already won over 2000 years ago.

When the enemy came to tempt Jesus Christ, after the forty-days fasting that had
already empowered and prepared him for this temptation, all he did to fight back

was to quote what has been written in the scriptures about the challenge.

When there is a complete lack of revealed spiritual knowledge, which comes via the
inspired written word, it becomes so easy for the enemy to detract and distract us

from our assigned positions of victory in the Spirit.
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The word is given to us as a sword or an exemplary instrument of warfare that
enables us to deal with problematic issues and satanic attacks at all levels. Please
take quality time to read and study this interaction of Jesus and Lucifer from the

amplified translation before you proceed further with the material.

1} Then Jesus was led (guided) by the [Holy] Spirit into the

wilderness (desert) to be tempted (tested and tried) by the devil.

2} And He went without food for forty days and forty nights, and

later He was hungry. [Ex 34:28; 1 Kings 19:8.]

3} And the tempter came and said to Him, If You are God's Son,

command these stones to be made [loaves of] bread.

4} But He replied, It has been written, Man shall not live and be
upheld and sustained by bread alone, but by every word that

comes forth from the mouth of God. [Deut 8:3.]

5} Then the devil took Him into the holy city and placed Him on
a turret (pinnacle, gable) of the temple sanctuary. [Neh 11:1; Dan
9:24.]

6} And he said to Him, If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down; for it is written, He will give His angels charge over you,
and they will bear you up on their hands, lest you strike your

foot against a stone. [Ps g1:11,12.]

=} Jesus said to him, On the other hand, it is written also, You
shall not tempt, test thoroughly, or try exceedingly the Lord
your God. [Deut 6:16.]
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8} Again, the devil took Him up on a very high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory (the

splendor, magnificence, preeminence, and excellence) of them.

9} And he said to Him, These things, all taken together, I will
give You, if you will prostrate Yourself before me and do homage

and worship me.

10} Then Jesus said to him, be gone, Satan! For it has been
written, you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him alone

shall you serve. [Deut 6:13.]

11} Then the devil departed from Him, and behold, angels came

and ministered to Him.

Matt 4:1-11 {AMP}

May I ask you this question? Do you know what has been written concerning the
battle that you and your family, your business and community are presently facing?
Do you know what the Father is presently saying about your marriage, business,
ministry, career or children? Before you face any challenge again resulting from your
emotional instability, please take some time to sit and search the word in order to
hear the voice of the Lord concerning what to do and how to address the problem.
This principle of praying will save you lots of time and energy from engaging in

unnecessary spiritual activities.

If Jesus Christ, the Word of God, could quote what has been written down, I see no
reason why we cannot take time out in our so-called busy schedules to study the
same word in order to understand how to handle issues bombarding our lives.

Through this lethal weapon called the Living Word, we can attain a higher level of
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Spiritual clarification that would afford us the capacity to face any battle the devil

brings our way.

Unfortunately, I have met countless so-called intercessors and praying believers
who engage themselves continually in spiritual activity without accurate apostolic

foundation of both the written and proceeding revelation of the word.

Please note that, only the truth you know in your heart will set you free and not a
bunch of scriptures you try to memorize. The weapon of the word is not some
gathered information you throw at the enemy but the revelation of a person living

actively in you.

When there is a lack of the written and proceeding revelation of the word of Christ
in our lives for where we are at the moment, our praying becomes hijacked by
environmentally induced needs, problems, fears and reactive tendencies, which
ultimately frustrates, weakens and undermines our faith and (capacity for
advancement). Accurate kingdom-based intercession and supplication should not

only be based on the written word but also on the revelation of the proceeding truth.

Accurate spiritual warfare is made in the context of the present, revealed mind of
the Father for the relevant season and time. Our praying should always encourage
and advance the manifestation of kingdom purposes wherever we go or are sent as

heaven’s representative.
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Chapter 10

PRAYER IS MAKING A
DECISION FOR LASTING IMPACT

The introductory scripture {Isaiah 55:8-9} again explains clearly that there is
something called the ways and thoughts of God; and these ways and thoughts are
so distant from our finite, un-regenerated minds to comprehend and enable us to
make precise and lasting decisions. The truth is that, Prayer implies you have
studied, considered and finally concluded that a situation needs to be changed or

altered by heaven’s governmental initiative or intervention.

Prayer implies a sense of spiritual intelligence

When there is no proper spiritual consideration and understanding of things, you
are not permitted to pray prayers of enforcement. Every prayer carries a requirement
for certain information and knowledge that gives force and direction to your
communication. Some of the deep-seated ideological templates of our professed
knowledge in prayer could actually have been infused by satanic strategy to distract
us from the main issue the Lord may desire us to pray for. Praying for the right
issues should be an inspired activity of the Spirit so that proclamation and execution

of the desired will can be effective.
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The question is what is the source that drives, motivates and engages your
communication in prayer and intercession? How do you approach God with a mind-
set of assuming to know what is right or wrong for you and still expect that such
request in prayer will be granted in accordance with His will for your life or the

situation at hand? God is a God of order, principle and pattern.

He follows His laid down principles, patterns and protocols of accessibility, either
in prayer or in engaging Him in any other spiritual affair. Whenever God
communicates with His people, you will always see and find the consistency of His

requirements through His revealed thought, principle and pattern of expectation.

True prayer focuses on your total wellbeing

The Lord is not just interested in answering prayers; He is mostly concerned about
the mental footing, foundation and pillars that inform such prayer request. The
prayer that has been uttered ought to bring in the alignment and establishment of
(His) kingdom government within and around the world of the person in need of
divine response. Your life, family, business or ministry at the end of the day must

be under the direct government and regulation of the king.

In other words, the Lord will not just answer one area of your need because you
seem so desperate, while other aspects of your life are under the direct and
rebellious rule of yourself, and by implication, under the rule of the god of this world

- {Satan}.
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The Father only answers to His vested interests in your prayer request and not your
selfish untamed soulish desire. This is one of the greatest challenges of the last day
ministry. We need to learn to cultivate discipline in order to know what is the good,

acceptable and the perfect will of God in our prayer and intercession.

Prayer must be moved away from what you and I desire, to what God ultimately
desires for our lives and society in general. People who are not ready to follow the
Lamb’s direction and standards for their lives and ministry cannot achieve great

things in His Name.

Christians long to succeed without bothering about the way the Lord will have them
prosper and succeed. The pressure of material and career success has led many to
completely forget that Christ has a pattern and laid down principles for every desire
and purpose in life, including success. The religious delusion of thinking that we
can bear the name of the Lord but still eat our own food and be dressed in our own

garment will not work.

Beyond what your desire for yourself

If you are ready to bear the name {nature} of the Lord, you and your company or
ministry must be ready to eat His food and wear His garment or else you are not
welcome to the banquet of the Lord. You must be ready to be totally married to the
Lord’s ultimate plan and desire. Having your own agenda in intercession or any
other ministry in this new day will bring judgment. If you desire to have the nature
of the Lord in your prayer life, you must feed on Him and be daily clothed with His

righteousness.
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In that day seven women will take hold of one man and say, "We will eat our
own food and provide our own clothes; only let us be called by your name.

Take away our disgrace!"

Isaiah 4a

When Jesus Christ quoted the scriptures to the devil about His stand and position
on the truth, the enemy according to Matthew 4:5b also quoted the scriptures back
as a counter attack; it is written he said, the Lord will give His angels charge
concerning you. It is amazing to see that the enemy knows the Word and he has
mastered the act of using the letter of the Word to kill many believers who are very

weak in studying and staying in the presence of the Word Himself - Christ.
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Chapter n

ACCESSING THE SPIRITUAL REALM

The spiritual realm is governed by divine laws, in most cases these laws generally
apply to all spiritual beings including Lucifer. Remember the scripture in Job that
says when the Sons of God were gathered unto the Lord, Satan himself was present

and he was asked where he was coming from.

The important question here is how was [Satan} Lucifer able to be among the Sons
of God having audience with God? I will not even dare to answer or explain this
scripture with my understanding or borrow theological opinions, but one thing is
clear, he was referred to as a son of the morning until iniquity was found in his heart
according to Isaiah 14:12, and this position, or title of sonship gave him access before

the father.

Sonship is a spiritual law that grants us access in the Spirit to interact and engage in
spiritual matters. For further study on the concept of Sonship, [ would like to refer
you to another of our resource material, entitled, THE PURPOSE OF
TRIBULATION, AND THE STANDARDIZED KNOWLEDGE OF ACCESSING
THE KINGDOM OF GOD. This material will give you a broader insight and
perspective regarding sonship and the reality of the ministry of kingdom of

God. This material can be access on our online PDF and eBook page.

Knowing your spiritual right

We know that Jesus Christ is the first Born among the Sons of God because he is the
lamb that was slain before the foundation of the world. He opened the doorway
through his death on the cross for you and me to become joint heirs {inheritors}
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with him. What a position of honor and grace we have with the father through the
precious blood of Christ on Calvary. The scripture tells us that to as many who have

received the Father, them he gave the power {right} to become sons of God.

This position of sonship has nothing to do with gender or racial class but a call of
selfless apostolic lifestyle. Sonship is a title {name-nature} given to qualify those who
are born of God’s redemptive life, those who have given themselves totally to seeing
the pleasure of the Father come to pass in the earth. We understand the world is
waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God- the matured ones who will reflect

the knowledge of the glory of God to humanity.

[ truly desire that you go before the Lord and ask Him to teach you concerning the
ministry of sonship in these last days. The point [ am trying to make is, if Satan could
have audience amongst the sons of God because of certain spiritual laws and
principles in existence, and you as the legitimate son in the kingdom refuse to know
and use your privilege to gain revelation and understanding of the truth, you

obviously have yourself to blame if the enemy uses the word against you.

When Christians lack the accurate knowledge and application of the present
emphasis of truth in dealing with life’s issues, the enemy can easily use familiar
spirit, mixed with high level mental strongholds not only to deceive, but also to
seduce us away from the Father’s ultimate plan and purpose even in the place of
high-level intercession. Our knowledge of the written word must always
complement the proceeding revelation of Christ within our heart as we engage in
spiritual warfare. It is a dangerous thing to engage oneself in prayer or intercession

without the template of Christ in our thought pattern.
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Many are still in the outer court of knowing the written word and have assumed
that’s all they need either in building ministry or engaging in spiritual warfare. This
is a deadly assumption that can cost a great deal in this epic season of the battle of
the kingdoms. The written word gives a good foundation for what the Lord desires

to build within the heart of believers, but this is only a foundation.

Irrespective of how good our foundation may be, it cannot represent the main
structure. We need to allow the Lord to complete the building of Christ within our

hearts, so we can triumphantly represent Him at all levels of kingdom manifestation.

After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to

him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."

Jesus answered, "it is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every

word that comes from the mouth of God." Then the devil took him to the

holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.
"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:
"He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in

their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” Jesus

answered him, "it is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

{Matt 4:2-7}
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DIFFERENTIATING SPIRITUALITY FROM RITUALISM

Most people believe that when they engage heaven through prayer and fasting the
Lord will automatically answer their needs. The question is; do one’s faith, fasting
and other forms of spiritual piety negate the eternal revealed counsel of both the
written and proceeding word and will of the Father? Obviously not, your faith and
spiritual activities are highly important, but they are only relevant and effective
within the parameters of the written and proceeding, revealed will of the Spirit of
God. Your faith cannot overwrite the will and agenda of the Lord if it is not properly

channeled according to heaven’s divine objective for you.

The best you can do is to release your faith towards the direction of what the Lord
has designed and purposed for you before the foundation of the earth. This is where
the real battle begins because the enemy of your soul does not want you to come

into the full awareness of the ordained plan of the Lord for your life.

Trust, faith, and hope must be thoroughly taught and redirected to find and accept
with joy what the Lord is doing in your life, and then partner with Him in full
obedience and assurance that all things are working together for your good because

you love the Father with all your heart.
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As we go further into this expository journey of truth, may I ask you this question,
do you know the revealed thought, ways and plan of the Spirit concerning what
accurate prayer means, or are you merely living your Christianity in the ambiance
of religious assumption and humanistic ideas that take advantage of your

unrestrained passions and feelings?

The Lord demands that we come out of religious bondage and false traditional belief
systems that litter the streets of most cities in the name of building Churches.
Denominationalism is built on the foundation of those who trade in the act of false
worship. Their objective is to divide and segment the revelation of Christ and the
holy tradition of kingdom truth. It is time we prophetically press in warfare to
understand the present on-going reformation purposes in the Church of Christ and

the nations of the world.

Religion without relationship

In my early childhood days, I grew up in an environment where you would sleep and
be woken up by the Muslims’ call to prayer. We lived so close to the mosque that I
had subconsciously memorized the prayers such that I could almost perfectly recite
their prayers out by heart, considering the fact that I actually grew up struggling
with the general concept of remembering things due to the challenge with dyslexia.
Though [ wasn’t a Muslim, yet, I grew up knowing quite a bit about that religion and

its belief philosophy.
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As a matter of fact, I had very good, devout Muslim friends, who never joked with
their prayer time, not even for a day. Growing up in Northern Nigeria gave me a
first-hand experience of what religion is and how religion can constitute a major

stronghold of deception in one’s belief system.

Every Sunday morning, some members of my extended family, and I, were forced to
attend the {Church} service, irrespective of how the rest of the day or week was lived

out contrary to God’s precepts.

The environment I grew up in was one filled with pain, sorrow, hardship and very
little to expect from the future, yet, it gave me enough dose of religious Christianity,
such as to profess faith in a God I did not know nor have any form of relationship

with in the place of prayer.

My environment shaped my belief system of what I thought God and religion were.
As a person, little was to be desirable from this God who allowed pain and
disappointments to beset my early life. I guess this must have been the general
thought pattern of anyone who grew up in a very impoverished background or
family where your self-image and sense of security depended solely on what people

defined you to be.

As a young lad, I witnessed all types of people come to the house I grew up in, to
pray all types of weird prayers; some so-called prophets {seers} regularly came
around to pray and give prophecies that always caused members of the family to be

afraid.
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These prayers created a sense of spirituality, which of course was attached to
uncertainties, mishaps, and sometimes confusions, yet it gave some kind of hope

because everyone around believed the Lord was speaking through these prophets.

I guess the desire for divine intervention overshadowed whatever inconsistency or
misrepresentation that came from these Spiritists. After a while, I began to ponder
if indeed, there was a true God and how were men supposed to approach Him. My
heart as a child sought and longed for the truth and ways of knowing and

understanding how to pray effectively for change in my life.

[ was never told that true prayer is connected first to a relationship built on the
personal revelation you have of Christ. Building and developing a keen interest with

the Spirit of truth was distant to the type of Christianity we were exposed to way
back then.

STRONGHOLD AND TEMPLATES OF THE PAST

The experience of my early years as a child had built within my mentality a false
perception of life, prayers and God, such that it became my way of viewing life in
general. Dealing with wrong strongholds before stepping into the arena of effective
prayer is so important in order to clearly see and navigate the altitude of accurate
spiritual journey. Once a stronghold has been built within a mind, it can be quite

difficult for such a mind to truly see things clearly from God’s perspective.
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The unfortunate thing is, when people come to the Lord, their old template of
thinking and reasoning is still kept intact without demolition. Meaning, the same
way of doing things in their early childhood is still driving their operational mode,

values and template of engagement with God, people and issues around them.

[ discovered that many people who come to accept the Lord as their personal Lord
and Savior never truly address the issue of the wrong thinking patterns they have

imbibed before they came to Christ.

[ personally never questioned my own prayer life whether it was in accordance with
the Father’s laid down pattern because I grew up believing that prayer is a private
engagement between an individual and his God that should not be interfered with
by a third party. Unfortunately, this misconception still forms the basis of the

thinking of a large number of people today.

In as much as that is true in one dimension, it is also very important to precisely
understand that the Lord has established guidelines for our personal or corporate
communication with Him that must be strictly followed if our spiritual interface

with Him must be fruitful and productive.

There is absolutely no way we can advance in our spiritual walk if we have not
completely demolished the strongholds and the false templates interfering with our
spiritual sight, ears and hearts. Our value systems must adjust to that of the
kingdom of heaven. When we finally allow the mind of Christ to saturate the

governing templates and structure of our being, then the full operational capacity
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of the kingdom authority will be turned on and our entire life will become effective

and productive without limitation.

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form
of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the

Cross.

Therefore, God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Philippians 2:5-1 {NK]JV}

DEMOLISHING RELIGIOUS STRONGHOLDS

For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments
and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God and we
take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready
to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 2

Corinthians 10:3-6
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Strongholds are the core systems of thinking, erected patterns of thinking that solely
determine our responses, decisions, opinions, judgments and overall actions
irrespective of the level of knowledge or information at our disposal. Strongholds
are developed and built by certain past events, dealings, incidents, accidents, or
acquired knowledge and information lasting for a period or season. These
strongholds usually become worldviews, schools of thought, tradition or the

acceptable culture or custom of existence within an individual or a society.

Some of these may be transmitted through generational belief systems, through
parents and other authorities or influential figures, and through societal opinion

shapers; other more sinister sources of strongholds are religious in nature.

Religious strongholds most times derive from false religious beliefs in order to gain
adequate power and authority to influence and control people living in particular
regions. Most strongholds are connected to the assigned familiar spirits within a
family or geographical area; these spirits or demons derive their power, influence
and authority from wrongly developed attitudes, habits and characters that have
become firmly entrenched core principles that eventually opens the gate for these
assigned disembodied personalities to such a region by the organized kingdom of

darkness.
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Principalities are demonic principles assigned to interface and interact with high-
minded humanistic values and systems of thinking. Behind everything we think, say
and do outside God’s ordained order and regulations of existence, are philosophies,
cultures and values of thinking that promote lawlessness in every sphere of human

existence.

The template of our mentality drives and determines the outcome of our decisions
and to a degree, the events around us. It is all about the state or condition of the
mind. The Church has been entangled in a web of religious tradition and humanistic
philosophy for many decades now. The advancement of systemic evil within the
hearts of some of the Church leaders has resulted in a marked departure from the
original patterns and blueprints of the Father. When what we do in the name of the
Lord is inspired and motivated by high level manipulation of familiar spirits, how
can we have breakthrough among those we have been commissioned to reach with

the gospel of the kingdom?

This is why every intercessor must pray for the emergence of true kingdom based
apostolic order; the realization of such order {grace, anointing and capacity} will
ultimately release, not just within the Church, the power of spiritual breakthrough,
but also among the nations of the world, the capacity to completely nullify Satanic

operations hindering socioeconomic development and transformation of lives.

This was the mission we see the Lord gave Jeremiah in Chapter 1:10 of the book of
Jeremiah. Prophetic and apostolic grace goes beyond a message we preach to get
people excited for a season, rather, they are powerful infiltrating principles of

kingdom capacity and authority that bring kings and nations under the authority of
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heaven’s governance. This is a powerful craftsmen’s anointing that terrifies the

horns {illegitimate princes that rule the earth} of the gentile nations. {Zech 1:20-21}

The prophetic apostolic intercession releases divine ability to bring people in
whatever region of the earth into a higher dimension of existence that commands
increased spiritual and societal reforms. Their core duty is to empower communities
within nations with kingdom education, in order to demolish the gates
{strongholds} of weak humanistic ideologies that have crippled them with fear and

victimization.
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Chapter 12

PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL PROTOCOL

Now when David and his men came home to Ziklag on the third day, they
found that the Amalekites had made a raid on the South (the Negeb) and on
Ziklag, and had struck Ziklag and burned it with fire, And had taken the
women and all who were there, both great and small captive. They killed no
one, but carried them off and went on their way. So David and his men came
to the town, and behold, it was burned, and their wives and sons and

daughters were taken captive.

Then David and the men with him lifted up their voices and wept until they
had no more strength to weep. David's two wives also had been taken captive,

Ahinoam the Jezreelitess and Abigail, the widow of Nabal the Carmelite.

David was greatly distressed, for the men spoke of stoning him because the
souls of them all were bitterly grieved, each man for his sons and daughters.

But David encouraged and strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray you, bring me the
ephod. And Abiathar brought him the ephod. And David inquired of the
Lord, saying, Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them? The Lord
answered him, Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail

recover all. 1 Sam 30:1-8 (AMP)
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YOUR ATTITUDE AFFECTS THE WAY YOU PRAY

To many, prayer is effective as long as their communication with the Father meets
their desired expectation irrespective of how the Lord’s thoughts, counsel and
purpose turn out. This is the reason most people don’t even desire to know the will
of the Lord before presenting their request to Him. Unfortunately, church leaders

also encourage this false concept of praying.

This type of mind-set is a reflection of a bad spiritual attitude with deep roots in
very well entrenched old religious strongholds. Some of us never really mind who
prays for us or with us, as long as it is done in the name of just praying; it could be
a Muslim, an ancestral worshipper; or it could even be a very religious Christian
leader who is completely blind to the accurate knowledge and understanding of

divine will.

Prayer is not just about meeting your needs or someone else’s; it has to do with the
accurate establishment of the Father’s ultimate agenda, plan, purpose and desire
either for your life, family, community, city or nation. Kingdom-centered prayer
must be focused on these realities lest you have your needs met through illegal

sources way out of the Father’s will for your life.
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A GLIMPSE INTO YOUR POSITION OF AGREEMENT

[t is important to realize that you can’t just pray with everyone you come across, all
in the name of ‘prayer of agreement’. You need to discern the connection and link
of such a person to genuine spiritual source. The place of precise spiritual agreement
is crucial to effective spiritual exercise. You do not want to join forces with a person
who has a different spiritual agenda outside that of the Lord’s will all in the name of

agreement.

Prayer must be done in complete agreement with the nature, character and fruit of
the Spirit, such that there is consistency with the revelation of Christ’s desire for
such prayer request. Our union with the Spirit of truth is highly important in

discerning the heart of the people we pray with.

Before you join others in agreement concerning any prayer points, you should first
check up with the Spirit of the Lord within your spirit, if that is His will or else you
will be joining affinity with the house of Ahab just because you are ‘King Hezekiah’,
who is powerfully moving in the spirit of reformation but have lost his discerning
capacity. This is a dangerous place to be even in this new day of the Lord. Agreement
is a major issue in kingdom education. We must know where we stand when it

comes to agreement.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 163


http://www.portalsgate.org/

Two can only walk together if they are in agreement. The basis of agreement is
highly important to spiritually sensitive believers. They do not leave things to
chance; they take responsibility to find out the Lord’s mind concerning issues they

do not understand.

Most Christians have this wrong notion of believing that seeing positive changes
and development in their lives gives them the right to make any decision without
first consulting the mind of the Lord. This type of assumption is completely
inconsistent with the culture of the people of the way - Christians. Kingdom
voyagers do not assume they have come to rest because they have some testimony

to attest to their faith.

APOSTOLIC IDEOLOGY OF PRAYER

To believe that prayer is about changing situations and not people’s ideologies and
values, could create a false sense of security when people start giving testimonies as
to how they just got promoted in their workplace or how they just bought a new car
because someone prayed for them. These are good and authentic signs of personal
socioeconomic development but should not be the basis for the joy of a kingdom-

centered intercessor.

There are regions in the earth where people completely refuse to accept the
knowledge of God, yet they do not have any form of material or financial need. It
will therefore be totally misleading to use the attainment of material blessings as a

basis for believing that God has answered a prayer.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 164


http://www.portalsgate.org/

God does provide these things, but they will be misleading indicators of His pleasure
in most cases. Similarly, we cannot reduce God’s purpose for intercession to meeting
our material needs, as good as they may seem. Our joy must be that the kingdom of
God is advancing {coming} in full power, and the world systems are bowing their

knees to the cross of Christ.

When the Lord says that His people perish for lack of knowledge, the knowledge
He refers to is not just mere knowledge of things, but knowledge of His will and
ways. The knowledge of the Father concerning who or what we are agreeing for is
highly necessary for breakthrough in prayer. Not until Peter had the revelation of
Christ shown him by the Father, were the keys of the kingdom given to him to bind

and loose.

Many are ever binding what heaven has not revealed to be bound while they are
busy binding what heaven has loosed. Until the Spirit of truth shows us the way and
pattern to go in intercession or any other area of life we must learn to wait for
direction. We must try not to find ourselves in places where we are forced to engage

in emotional and unfruitful praying.

Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; Guide me in your truth
and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.

{Psalm 25:4-5}
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To enquire of the Lord is not a choice we have before joining someone in prayer of
agreement, it is a must. Even when you think you know the answer; it will only be
right and safe to ask the person, to first seek the mind of the Lord before concluding

on such matter as a need that should be met.

So many today are being hindered from moving into the next dimension of truth
because of what they have learnt in a limited area of spiritual experience. True and
lasting kingdom-based knowledge is a continual revelation of the present revealed
location of the Lord’s mandate for your life, family and community. The continual
journeying into the proceeding truth cannot be overemphasized if we must keep our

cutting edge, precise, and sharpened in the act of strategic, spiritual warfare.

The lack of a proceeding knowledge of the will of God concerning the areas of
human need in the context of personal or global existence have continually caused
millions to drift away from the Lord’s eternal security and provision. We just read
how David, one of the greatest warriors and kings who ever lived, taught us one of

the greatest winning strategies concerning the ministry of prayer.

When the enemy invaded his camp and took everything, he owned including his
wives and those of his fighting men into captivity, the scripture recorded how his
fighting soldiers were so discouraged and exhausted to the point of contemplating

stoning David.

However, he never allowed the pressing situation to push him into making a hasty

and uncalculated decision. This is the test of true leadership, how you respond to

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 166



http://www.portalsgate.org/

issues is what makes you a leader and not necessarily what you know. Pressing,
complex life’s challenges, have allowed our minds to be overwhelmed to the point
of making decisions outside the Lord’s rule of prayer and intercession. This is one
of the signs of immaturity in our journey to Zion. We will face many battles - some

we will win, while the Lord will allow us to lose some to keep us in check.

YOUR RESPONSE IN PRAYER TO SITUATIONS

Knowing how to respond in the place of prayer and intercession is crucial to coming
to the hill of the Lord. Although the Lord understands our struggles with the fallen
Adamic nature, yet we need to personally recognize these weaknesses as a major
spiritual battle that needs to be won as we allow the Lord to exchange our weakness
for His strength in the place of continual waiting. Finding a way out of life’s
challenges must never be carried out without first consulting the mind of the Spirit
of truth. Irrespective of how pressing the need or issue may be, we need self-control
(discipline) to learn how to be quiet and calm with a view to receiving direction,

guidance and strategy from the Lord before moving into action.

Kingdom-centered intercessors should not merely be seeking the way of escape but
the overall will and plan of the Father. Just desperately seeking the way out of
challenges, blinds the eyes from seeing what the Lord desires to do and deafens the
ears from hearing the Lord’s direction concerning the issue. Apostolic believers are
not afraid to face challenges as long as they know the Lord is guiding them to a
higher purpose of His desire. Going through the valley of the shadow of death is not
an issue to us because we already know why we have to go through that route;

remaining there perpetually however raises some concerns.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 167



http://www.portalsgate.org/

This is why King David was soliciting the presence and approval of the Lord
concerning the issue at hand. He would not make a move in his human strength
{warfare ability} though everything around him was screaming for immediate

military action.

The Bible said he called the priest to enquire of the Lord if he should pursue his
enemy or not. What a virtue of character, fortitude and spiritual excellence this great

general is teaching this generation of presumptive leaders.

One would have assumed the natural thing to do is to immediately pursue without
delay and then ask the Lord on the way concerning how to fight, but not King David.
Even when he was being threatened to be stoned by his own trained men, he learnt
not to be overwhelmed by his situation but rather to stand and encourage himself

in the revealed leading and guidance of the voice of the Lord.

When we allow our situation to determine the way we pray and make interventions
rather than rely on the revealed mind of the Lord, we have allowed the enemy to
capture and cage us in his snare. Your spiritual response, in this case, your prayers
should never be done as a direct response to the challenge at hand but as one coming

directly from the mind of God.

What I am saying is, as you face the valley of the shadow of death, your prayer should
not be stimulated by the fear of what you physically see around you; rather you

should rise in the reality of the faith of Him who called you into the ascended
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position of existence. Mountain dwellers are not afraid of the challenges in the
valley, why? They have seen and heard the Lord’s voice concerning the situation.
When you have been to the mountain {the place of sight}, Goliath and the entire

Philistine army will look like ants before you.

LEARNING FROM A PERFECT EXAMPLE

David never faced and conquered Goliath from his human strength; rather he
challenged and overpowered him in the name {nature} of the Lord of Hosts. Fighting
from your ascended seated position in heavenly places is the ultimate key to your

victory in the daily battles at the valleys of life.

When you learn to sit with Christ in heaven’s position, your prayers and intercession
obviously will be done from such elevated position of divine knowledge, authority

and dominion.

It will be ridiculous to be a David in the making, still living under the power of the
house {mentality} of Saul and think you will be able to fight and win the battle of
the Lord.

Your transition into winning the battle of the Lord must be clear to you. There is a
season where the Davidic anointing must serve under the Saul type of leadership.
The Saul type of leadership is very controlling, cruel and highly possessed by

demonic operation, yet the Lord allows it for a season. Please note that the Lord did
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not take David to the house of his enemy because the Lord desires Saul just to be
ministered to when he was being demonically oppressed. David was sent to the

house of Saul to understudy how to overcome evil with good.

The true test of your ministry is not in Bible school or within the Church walls as
much as you need both. The real test of kingdom-based ministry is out there in the
midst of negativity and cruelty of those you assumed have your best interest at heart.
It is among those we call friends and family but would not mind selling us to the
enemy because they cannot stand seeing the vision and purpose of God come to pass
in our lives. Jealousy, pride and cruelty of heart are a very strong weapon the Lord

allows the enemy to use in the preparation of his own for the ministry.

Who could imagine that the very one the Lord will finally use to deliver his people
out of the bondage of Egypt, would himself spend the first forty years of his own life
in the house of Pharaoh. This is amazing to me when we consider heaven’s strategies
of deliverance. These concepts of truth redefine how we see or understand what an

answered prayer is all about.

There are various lessons that can be learnt from this impression. I believe that the
Lord can direct a man’s steps to the house of his “so-called” arch enemy, that he
might use his wealth and resource to train him in the principles and ideologies of
his empire; only to be used against his kingdom at the fullness of time to me is

amazing.
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The Lord did not have to import a deliverer outside Egypt for Israel. He was born
and grew among the cruel system of Egypt. He had to learn how to absorb and
endure the pain, injustice and deprivation by his own people until the appointed
season of the Father for deliverance. This is a ministry the Lord is allowing, to build
the right type of kingdom {character} education and value system within the

operational mentality of His sons in these last days.

Though, this might expose us to great pain, frustration and lack; in some cases,
abuse from this false leadership, yet they are powerful ministry tools that calibrates
our sight and strength in the initiative of kingdom advancement. As much as the
Lord allowed David to grow in the house of Saul for a reason, when the time came
for the battle of the Lord, David refused to be dressed by the weak, soulish, and

obsolete armory of King Saul. 1 Sam 17:38-40

David learnt to put into operation what the Lord had been teaching him at the
backside of the wilderness when he killed the Lion and the Bear. In the day of the
Lord’s Battle, you need to remind yourself of your true prophetic identity because
Saul will try to clothe your mind with his unregenerated humanistic ideas. It is
important for you as an intercessor to know that some prayers are from the

dimension of the soul, which is typical of Saul’s response to spiritual things.

You can’t afford to wear Saul’s garment in the days we are called to fight the
Philistines. Not one warrior including the brothers of David could challenge Goliath
of Gath in battle because they all ate from King Saul’s table. As David, you need to

learn to develop kingdom-based weapons and instruments of worship in the battle
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of the Lord. Having said this, please note that you need Saul to become David, a

man after God’s own heart.

There are many similarities between David and Moses that one could learn

from as principles of intercessory development:

e They both served and grew under cruel, illegitimate and domineering leadership.

e They were both called and anointed by the Lord to deliver the nation from

bondage.

e At a point in their lives they both had to run for their lives because the enemy was

bent on killing them.

e They were both warriors who fought in the battle of the Lord.

e They both had an unusual walk with God. Their lives showed a total commitment

to the ministry of worship, intercession and warfare.

e They both pioneered a leadership movement that changed the course of the

nation of Israel and the history of humanity.

e They both had the same temperament only that Moses’ temperament hindered
him from entering the Promised Land. Please note that, this is not because David
was a better leader than Moses but because Moses had a deeper experience with
God than David. When you come into this dimension Moses stepped into, you will
not only be judged because of sin, you will be judged by how you treat the glory

and presence of God before people.
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How you see determines how you pray

No matter what you learn from the house of Saul or Pharaoh’s type of ministry, you
need to be careful so that you do not miss the main purpose the Lord led you there.
Learning to be God’s man also requires knowing the way of true forgiveness,
patience and mercy. After Moses allowed his passion to drive him to kill instead of
waiting for the timing and direction of the Spirit, he had to learn again for another
forty years to become the meekest man on earth. Maturing into the season of

readiness is the most difficult aspect of true ministry.

Many of us started ministry including intercession believing we were truly ready,
only to have failed at our first test. I do believe that the first three to ten years in any
form of ministry we might be called into, no matter how prosperous it might look,
is a tutelage stage. Ministry is not what we build or can do according to the
numerous resources available to us, but what we have allowed God to build within
us and through us, into the lives of those led into our path. On that glorious day of
reward, we will not be rewarded by what we did in the name of the Lord; we shall

be judged by what we refused to do due to our immaturity.

We are quick to judge and condemn those whose ways we seem not to understand.
Meaning, when your time to enter the kingdom-centered ministry {intercession}
comes, you must completely remove the garment of Saul that has kept you
immobile. You must have the voice and wisdom to say to Saul, “I can’t go in this

armor of yours, for it is not tested”.
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"I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he
took them off. Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones
from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his

sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 1 Sam 17:39-40

Ignorance is no longer an excuse

Ignorance is no longer an excuse in these last days. When you don’t know or
precisely understand the requirement of the Lord, you can easily be a target of

destruction from the camp of the enemy.

The Lord requires all His children to accurately understand the guiding rules of
accurate spiritual living, especially when it comes to praying and interceding for
churches, communities and the present global crisis. We ought to seek to know the
tailor-made weapon for each battle we have been assigned to fight. Everything about
the Lord carries a precise pattern of approach that must not be mistaken or violated;
else, one will eventually find himself colliding with a roadblock in the process of

prayer and intercession.

Many have zealously and religiously plunged themselves into soulish intercessions
for certain nations and regions of the earth only to be found contradicting the

eternal principle of equity and justice.

Some people have the belief that God has more preference to certain regions of the
earth than others. Let us remind ourselves again that Christ died for all, excluding

no region of the earth out of His redemptive purpose and plan.

WWW.PORTALSGATE.ORG 174


http://www.portalsgate.org/

All Christians are expected to find out what is the Father’s mind concerning how to
please Him in all areas of their lives, including how to pray effectively for different
parts of the nations of the world. When we assume, we know the will or ways of the

Spirit, we give the enemy undue advantage over our lives, ministry and family.

This season demands that we find the proper channel to pleasing God not just in
our prayer life but in every aspect of fulfilling our prophetic mandate. Your prayer
life is as good as your spiritual understanding. The more you grow spiritually, the

better you become in spiritual discernment and accurate intercession.
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Chapter 13

REBUILDING THE PRAYER ALTAR

Then Eljjah said to all the people, "Come here to me." They came to him,
and he repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins. Elijah took twelve
stones, one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word

of the LORD had come, saying, "Your name shall be Israel."{1 Kings 18:30-31}

Rebuilding broken prayer altar through worship

One of the things prayer helps you to do is that it links your spirit, soul and body
back to its original condition as you press into the reality of the ministry of true
worship. Worship is a significant instrument the Lord uses to unite not only the
prayer life of saints but also the tripartite dimension of man back to its origin. The
continuing disharmony of the human personality has continued to make prayer

more difficult to understand and accept.

This does not mean you do not know the truth, or you are not praying, it means
there is no agreement in your prayer between your three individuality dimensions.
Although that seems to be the present condition of man, we were not originally
designed to function with such disharmony in our personalities. This splintering is
occasioned by the fallen nature still alive within us. If we are able to find our paths
back to the place of true worship, the individual’s spiritual perception gets restored,

and then of course, a renewed sense of call to prayer.
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As we have witnessed the intensity of worship in these decades, we are also seeing a
kind of decline in the revelation of true, purpose-filled worship, which can only be
facilitated by the conformity of man’s image to that of Christ. When we lose the
focal point of worship, every other thing done will be out of order. Brokenness is the

fruit of the type of worship that brings restoration. How broken are you?

Elijah laid pattern of rebuilding

A prayer altar is made of broken people and not from those filled with pride and
ego. The reason Elijah first called the people before repairing the altar was to bring
everyone to that realm of seeing {understanding} the same truth so they could once
again be given the opportunity of deciding the course of their destiny. Apostolic
truth exposes you to yourself and you are able to decide to fall on the rock so you
can be broken. David said a broken and a contrite heart the Lord will not despise

(Psalm 51).

It was from this position the prophet of the Lord repaired and restored the altar
before the presence of the Lord became evident through the manifestation of the
fire on Mount Carmel. When an illegitimate leadership spirit reigns in a place, a
person, a family or community, will remain divided and confused almost on every
aspect of life. This ungodly leadership spirit typified by the nature of Ahab and

Jezebel can reign from an individual level to a national position of an entire region.

A person who manipulates and controls others even through prayer to get what he
or she desires might be under the charm of this false spirit. This spirit causes
drought and division that greatly impacts both the natural and spiritual condition

of a community life.
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The implication is that there cannot be development and productivity either from
the individual or the corporate life without first destroying the altar that feeds this

evil spirit and then build the right one that restores the rain of God’s mercy.

Division is a powerful spirit the enemy uses in a ministry or city to hinder the
operation of the kingdom of God. This he successfully does by not stopping the

worship but by diverting the worship to something else other than God.

The reason we see so much energy in the ministry of worship but very little
transforming power in regard to character is due to the fact that the object of the
worship is ever drifting the minds of the people to self rather than Christ. Once the
emphasis of worship is not conformity to the image of God, it definitely affects the

concept of what we define prayer and intercession to be.

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” {Romans 12:1-2}

A lifestyle of worship is the sacrificial altar where your carnal nature is offered as
burnt offering before the Lord. This is where you get an awakening to the true
ministry of appreciation and thanksgiving. When you are coming to worship God,
you are coming with something to offer Him; I believe that is why Jesus said. : pray

ye this way: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name....” (Luke 11:1).
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The Lord established that the very first thing you need to understand in prayer is to
know that God is your Father no matter how the situation may look. Create an
atmosphere of relationship with your Father in the place of praying. You have a
Father who is in heaven and longs to hear your voice. You do not just have a God
who only meets your needs but a Father who knows and loves you irrespective of
what you might have been through or are presently going through in life. Once you
understand this reality of life, it solves the misunderstood principle of binding and

loosing prayers we do without much result.

When you know that God is your Father and that He will not withhold from you
anything good, you will not waste your time for two hours on one need trying to

convince Him on why He must answer your petition.

But you can stay in the presence of God for two hours loving Him, thanking Him
and appreciating Him for who He is to you and getting to know His mind for your
life and the rest of the world. Moreover, as you do that, you are going to live a more

fulfilled and exciting life when you get up from that kind of prayer time.

Seeing God as a God who merely meets our needs is a negative stronghold, we must
get off our minds. God wants to relate with us in Spirit and in truth as our Father.
There is more to the ministry of a father than just meeting your daily needs.
Remember even when Adam fell in the garden, it was the Father who was looking
for Adam. He kept calling; “Adam where are you”? ‘I believe God is still looking for

us, while we are going about complaining and giving excuses that can’t save us.
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We need to stop looking for fig leaves that only meet our needs temporarily and
then wither away after a while and the cycle will have to be replayed again and again.
[t is time we break the cycle of religious defeat and start pursuing the reality of the
father’s presence for a true and a lasting victory. I believe prayer is a place where we

can actually express our love, trust and confidence in the God of mercy.

When you are praying; it is just between you and Him, no one else must be involved
to cause distraction. There must not be interference by people or things around you.
What they are wearing, how they look, should not be an issue to you if you are truly
praying in spirit and in truth. Many people are too self-conscious and
environmentally conscious when they are praying, and so the enemy robs them of
their miracle and breakthrough most of the time. That is why the Bible says that

God seeks true worshippers.

Prayer is a type of worship unto god

God is tired of people who are always asking for that which is not centered on His
plans and desires for their lives. He is seeking for people who will worship Him in
prayer to the point where He can begin to speak to them about His plans and desire
for others, and the nations of the world. God has no problem in meeting your need
because He is beyond your needs. He has a problem in your coming to meet Him
every day for fresh needs without a heart of gratitude and appreciation for the ones
He has provided yesterday. God wants you to relate with Him as a son or as a
daughter and not in a task-master servant relationship. We are no longer in Egypt;
the task-master mentality must be broken in our lives. He wants you to see Him as

a loving Father and not just a Father.
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When you begin to see God as a loving Father, then it establishes a relationship of
knowing that whatever you say comes to pass. When you come to know God, then
your prayer becomes effectual and fervent. What makes your prayer effectual is the

knowledge and understanding you have of the Fatherhood of God.

Getting the Heart Right before Praying is not the theory or what has been told about
prayers, and it is not limited to knowing the principles also, your heart must be
connected to His heart. Prayer is a heart to heart contact with your Father; the two
hearts must beat as one. Prayer is expressing words you cannot say openly. That is
why the scripture says when you go before God, you go into your closet and shut the

door, and God who sees and hears in the secret will reward you openly. {Matt. 6:6}

He says do not be like the Pharisees, who love to go about in marketplaces with their
long robes seeking the praises of men in prayer, proving that they are better than
everyone else. That is not praying but hypocrisy on display. And I see too much
hypocrisy today in our prayer times in the body of Christ. You know sometimes we
want to pray to prove that we are better off. Like I said, your heart must be in tune

and in the right standing with God before God can even listen or hear your prayer.

A heart that is lofty to God and before our brethren can never get to know God. Your
mouth could be saying the right thing, but your heart is far from His will and
counsel. We read in Romans 10:10 which talks about the heart and the mouth, “with
the heart man believes unto righteousness and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation” And we know that righteousness is the foundation of God’s throne;

and anything you are going to do must go on the platform of righteousness.
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If it is done not in right standing, that is, if your foundation is not built on
righteousness, then it is not accepted before God, no matter how desperate or frantic
your prayer is. When we understand such simple truth that prayer is never about
asking for the head of a neighbor in judgment, then it will be easy for us to appreciate

why Jesus died for people we seem to hate.

In everything He did, He had to depend on the Spirit of the Father’s love and mercy.
He had to follow the will of his Father. God expects us to be like Him because we
are supposed to be followers of Christ. The Bible says Jesus died and left us Himself

as an example that we should follow.

Therefore, if we have to follow the steps of Christ in the place of prayer, then we
must see how and do it the way He did it. The standard of God is Jesus Christ, and
anything below such standard is unacceptable. It seems we are forgetting that so
fast in this present-day Christianity. Judging from the way a number of professed

believers talk and behave, it seems they have an alternative for Jesus.

We need to restate the kingdom truth to men that there is no alternative to the
principles Christ laid down for His church. If Jesus forgave men, God expects us to
forgive too. If Jesus lived by the standard of His Father then, it is also true that He
expects us to live by that same quality and standard. If Jesus prayed, God expect us
to pray the way He did it. If Jesus fasted, God expects you to fast. There is no

shunting in the kingdom of God.
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Finding the right door of your prayer life

There are no back doors in the kingdom of God. The Bible says those who enter by
the window or the back door are thieves. Jesus said [ am the way, and I am the door.
Therefore, we must learn to go in through the Door- Christ. It may be difficult or
painful, the door is the only acceptable pattern and way we must follow through. He
is the good Shepherd and we must follow the Shepherd of our souls in order to

please our Father.

The Bible says that Jesus prayed. We can see that in the beginning of His ministry,
Jesus prayed and towards the close of His ministry, He prayed. Actually, the Bible
says He prayed until the sweat that came out of Him was like blood. At the greatest
time of pressure in the life of Jesus, He did not run away from prayer, rather, He
prayed the more because, He knew it was only God that could strengthen Him and
the only way He could communicate with His Father was not in mumbling but in

pouring out His soul on the altar.

We need to understand this. The times of great pressing and seemingly
contradicting events in our lives are the times when our prayer counts the most.
Where we focus and in whom we trust speak volumes about the condition of our
hearts in prayer. Trusting in the saving power of God is more than fine eloquent
teaching; it must be an experience for us individually to find out where our faith and
hope lays. Gethsemane is an important place in the life of all those who truly desire

to get to their day of ascended existence.
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Our Lord never allowed the pressures in His life to take Him away from the presence
of God. Spiritually enlightened people never allow their thoughts and knees to be
far from the Lord’s ears. You will have to worship your Maker continually because
you know that is the only place you are spiritually enriched to move on in life. We

must de-emphasize our reliance from men and money, and back to God.

If we must be a people who will be effective in the school of Tyrannus {Act 19:9}; if
we must be a people who are going to take our societies, our nations and our
generations for God, then we must be ready without any doubt, we must be ready

without any unbelief.

You must be ready to give yourself into the ministry of prayer. You must come off
that 20 minutes or one-hour prayer mentality to a lifestyle of prayer. Prayer must
become food to you. It must become something you love doing without ceasing.

That is the first thing we need to do; we must develop a love and passion for it.

What is it that you love to do the most? Let prayer be your first priority. Let prayer
take the place of that thing you love to do the most. When prayer becomes your first
love, your desire and what you long for; when prayer becomes what you live for,
then God’s life cannot but be poured out to you for the healing of the nations. Your
head cannot lack the oil of kingdom advancement. Mercy cannot be far from you.
Favor cannot be far from you because you are close to God in thought and in deeds.

Prayer makes you get closer to God.
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If you look through the Bible, apart from Jesus, you will notice that those people
who did something that touched God and affected their generations were people of
prayer. Is it Elijah? Is it Elisha? Is it Abraham? Abraham actually prayed to have
Sodom and Gomorrah delivered from an impending judgment. Is it Paul? Is it

Moses? These people completely gave up things to build accurate prayer altars.

The prayer that builds your spiritual capacity

God never uses any man who is not close enough to be able to sense his heartbeat.
This closeness to God is what enables us to share in His divine nature and be able to
live out the values of His kingdom. It is only in prayer that you can walk with the
Lord and at the same time, understand how to relate with people in their lowly
condition. I have met fellow brethren who believed they have been highly placed in
the ministry of prayer and intercession who allowed the position and accolades of

men, and also allowed pride to sneak into their heart.

Building capacity in prayer enables a person to die daily to all notions of self-
accomplishments including so-called spiritual ones. There is nothing so close to

building pride in the hearts of believers than spiritual achievement.

When you allow the desire for self-glorification to taint your spiritual service, you
are falling into the same trap Lucifer fell into. Self-righteousness is the root of
spiritual pride; believing that you are better than others is undermining the spirit
and glory of God in your brother’s life. When you assume your prayer is better than

those of others, that you sing better than others, or that you preach or teach better
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than others, or even that your intercessory group is more effective than the ones

around, you risk losing the spirit and glory of God.

Constantly refusing to reach out in love and forgiveness to others because of your
so-called powerful status, you have just given the enemy what he has been looking
for in your life or ministry and he will certainly use it to punish you in every way he
can. God is not ready to use anyone who cannot walk in His nature in the ministry
of prayer. The ability to interface your spirituality with men of low state is the core

of apostolic Christianity.

We cannot be praying fire down from heaven in our meetings while the next minute
our unrefined character drives people away from God. Jesus showed us how to live
in the two realms of life without clashing. He was a man of both the mountain and

valley.

He interfaced his ascended life with the natural ordinary daily life of the people
around him; after all he was sent to them. Power, glory and humility are the paradox
of true spirituality. Submitting to the Lord and others requires a true understanding

of what the kingdom life is all about in the place of intercession.

Listening to your sprit

Your continual rebuilding of the altar of prayer gives you the right perspective in
dealing with people and issues. Not depending on your own strength or knowledge
is a good virtue that needs continual development. The Lord will speak through

people and circumstances around you.
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Being sensitive to your spirit man can save you from presumptive situations. It is so

easy to call for a project when you have the means to carry it out.

Depending on the leading of the Spirit for approval, even when you seem not to have
the material means, that is what brings glory and pleasure to the heart of the Father
and he will surely make provision as he sees fit. How do you know when to go
forward or when to retreat from the battle you desperately want to fight? No matter
how much David was under pressure, He learnt that he must first go back to God,
in asking of His will. At the greatest test of the ministry of Moses by the Red Sea, the
Bible says, He actually led the people to the shore of the sea and went to pray to

know what he is expected to do.

The Lord said, what is in your hand? The man was so quick to pray, but God told
him to get up. Here is the heart of true prayer when the Lord starts speaking to you
concerning His solution/ method. He was so used to prayer and running to God.
True prayer will reveal the hidden potentials of strength and gifts in your life. The
day Moses stopped praying and assumed the will of God, it cost him his ministry
and destiny. As we pray the will of God, our destiny and life is being re-cultured and
reshaped into the precise direction and purpose of kingdom possibilities. It is only

in prayer that you can see the true picture of your future.

Prayer gives you the confidence for the next day; it tells you that there is still hope
for you. Haven’t you discovered that the only time you get discouraged is the time
you stopped your communion and communication with God. If the devil can stop
you from praying; then he has made you his prey. Praying is the place of refueling

your spirit-man with the life of God (inner strength); therefore, you cannot afford
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not to pray. Let every other thing be taken away from you, as long as you never
allow your prayer life to be taken from you, you will be fine. Do not let the devil

close your mouth.

Do not let the devil close your heart. Don’t give the enemy any room in your heart
because the moment he gains room into your heart, very soon he will shut your
mouth from declaring the counsel of the Father. That is why David had to pray,
please do not take your joy away from me. Take everything but not your joy. In other

words, you can rebuke and chastise me, but do not take away your joy from me.

Why?

Everything you say or do outside the ambiance of the Father’s joy is just a mere
formality. You know that most things you say in prayer do not get to pass through
your ever-anxious mind, not to talk of penetrating through the heavenly realms to
the required place where it ought to alight in the very presence of the Lord. So, Jesus
actually gave Himself to a life of prayer. He never assumed for a minute to know the

will of His Father.

He constantly allowed His life to be motivated in prayers though he ministered to
multitudes in an unprecedented release of divine power, yet He wasn’t a man of
great stature and a crowd pleaser. He was a man to be reckoned with by the people
and political institutions of His days. What a capacity of character and leadership

fortitude exhibited by the Master and Creator of all things.
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Jesus was a man who was so sure of Himself yet not full of Himself. Every decision
He made was an overflow of the realm of the Father’s will and plan for that decision.
Nothing was done out of His own ideas of self-agendas. These are qualities kingdom-
based prayer and intercession should produce in our lives irrespective of the tenacity

of our spiritual activity.

Prayer gives you an invisible confidence yet with a full dosage of truth and meekness
such that people will start wondering what manner of person you are; so humble yet
so strong that nothing can stop you except the knowledge and revealed will of the
Father. David put this type of quality and attitude of person this way; “I will look up

to the hills where my help comes from”.

Mind you, David was a very powerful and successful warrior in the eyes of the
people, he did not have to consult God for his battle strategies and administrative
capacity, yet he knew without looking to the hills where his help comes from, he
was sure to fail and lose the battle. Many times, we are not sure where our help
comes from and so we are perpetually depending on our intellect or worldly

philosophies.

We allow every wind to push us here and there without consulting the mind of the
Father in our purposes and decisions in life. Who is he that can come to the hill of
the Lord? The scripture declares. When you know how to find your way to His hill,
you will find help and strength for the journey ahead of you irrespective of the

challenges ahead. Ps 15:1-4
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LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?

Who may live on your holy hill? He whose walk is blameless and who does what is
righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart and has no slander on his tongue;
who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, who despises
a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD; who keeps his oath even when it

hurts.

God will always tell His own to come up higher “Moses come up higher that I might
show you great things” He said I will show you mighty things that you do not know.
You don’t go lower in prayer, you climb a higher mountain and the more you climb
the mountains, the more you subdue your valleys. Your mountain becomes plain to

you.

Have you noticed that Moses in the place of prayer after God had talked with him
and the elders of Israel on the mountain; he was still told to come up higher into the
cloud. Now, they were already on Mount Sinai, but God still told Moses come up
higher to another dimension of ascension where other elders were not qualified to
approach. So, I began to wonder where is that higher place Moses was called to come

and experience.

He was taken beyond the cloud into the realm of glory; the result was that when he
came down from the mountain the people could not look straight at his face because
of the glory of the Lord that covered him. What they saw in Moses was beyond the
clouds but the very face of the Lord. Moses was so deep in prayer that he said to God

I am not going to move until I see your glory.
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The LORD said no man sees me and lives. In other words, there is a realm you get
to in prayer and you are caught up; you die to yourself before you can see Him. If
you are someone who is so given to a prayer lifestyle, you discover that as you go
deeper in prayers, you have this confidence in God that you can risk everything or
ask God anything because nothing really matters anymore to you except His glory.

Prayer is living in another realm of life all together.

Prayer, the power that breaks mental limitations

THERE IS THIS CONFIDENCE IN YOU THAT EVEN WHEN SOMEONE SAYS TO
YOU HOW DO YOU KNOW GOD WILL SHOW UP? AND YOU SAY, I JUST SAY I
KNOW HE WILL; AND YOU ARE 100% SURE THAT WHEN YOU SAY IT, IT
HAPPENS. THERE IS THIS MAGNETIC PULL FROM GOD. EVERY MINUTE YOU
WANT TO BE FOUND IN HIS PRESENCE TALKING WITH HIM, IT’S LIKE
SOMEONE ADDICTED TO SOMETHING.

You want to go back every minute to hear what God is saying. You are in the Spirit
and meditating. Prayer does something to your life; it kills the acts of the flesh
{pride} and gives your spirit-man life. When you find out that you are beginning to
depend on your flesh, please check your prayer life; because true prayer will humble
you, break the power of self-confidence and pride. It takes your focus away from self

and human provision back to God alone.

[ was reading Paul’s account in Acts, and he got me wondering as I began to study
the life of Paul. I discovered that the reason why God used Paul so mightily is
because he was a man who had given himself totally to God. I believe there are two

kinds of salvation. There is a salvation you receive by the virtue of that which God
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has done for you on the cross at Calvary by accepting Him as your personal Lord
and savior; while the second salvation, I believe we all need to work on is the

salvation of our soul.

The power of praying the will of the kingdom of God into our lives seeks to break
the strongholds and wrong mentalities our souls have been embedded with over the

years as the operating system of our thoughts and attitudes.

As we begin to pray and intercede, the power and influence of wrong mentalities
that have built strongholds into our souls start to shatter into pieces, and new
realities of kingdom life begin to flow into our soul and invariably our nature
becomes transformed and reformed into the very nature of God. Have you noticed
that people who are living a lifestyle of prayer behave somehow different from others
who do not? They are not ordinary people; they do not see what you see or think the

way you think. In fact, it affects the way they talk and speak.

Their vocal cords are affected and reconstructed to be the mouthpiece of Jehovah.
They talk as if they do not have strength, but they are so full of spiritual energy and
life. Prayer has done extra work in their disposition and frame of mind. We have too
many gifted people that are not cooked (birthed) in the place of prayer fire. Prayer

messes you up on the outside and repairs you on the inside.
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If your desire is to truly pray, you must forget about your clothes getting wet, you
must forget about your sweating, lipstick and three-piece suit. These are all wrong
paradigms set to hinder and cripple us from advancing in kingdom-initiated
intercession. You must forget about your self-centeredness. There are realms we
cannot access if we want to maintain these worldly values. If you still desire to
maintain your masculinity or humanistic feminine philosophy, you cannot enter

some dimension of the Spirit.

You will be limited to the outer court realm of your spirituality. You must be willing
to travel light in the Spirit. You need to be rugged, willing to pay the price {pray} to

go beyond the veil of soulish limitations.

Sometimes you may lose your shape and beautiful look for a season, which is part of
the price you must be willing to pay. Nobody gets to God without paying a price.
You may have to lose some good friends for a while because all the time you are in
your closet seeking something only God can provide. People might have to call you
names, people might misinterpret your hunger and search, yet it is for a purpose

that you pray.

Families and friends might look at you as being weird. However, it is for a time.
When you understand the importance of the cost and price to an agonizing prayer
life then you will know that destiny is fashioned by some forces beyond the human
sight and activity, whatever you will be doing in life is determined by your ability to
influence things in the Spirit realm. God will always commit to people of prayer who
are responsible and accountable, to the grace and power to shape destinies on their

knees.
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The grace and ability to respond to the needs of a nation is reserved and received in
the place of passionate and agonizing intercession. Your little act of responsibility
will make God commit greater and more deadly missions in advancing the frontier
of His kingdom to the volatile places of the earth. In other words, because you are
responsible, God will commit lives and regions into your hands and He will believe
you enough and trust you enough to protect the lives and the souls of nations into

your hands.

Not that He cannot protect them; but because somebody has to pray, somebody has
to say something in line with His plans and principles of the word for Him to
respond to the need at hand. A good praying vessel will always wake up when men
are sleeping to shape the course of the day’s activities. It is a ministry according to 1

Cor. 12.

Prayer, the ministry of helps

Where God mentioned the ministry of helps and other gifts, prayer was included.
Prayer is a ministry of helps, not only are you helping your own life, but you're also
helping the ministry and the Church to fulfil her purpose and destiny here on earth;
you are also helping your nation and your generation to bring down the Lordship

and government of God over the affairs of men.
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Can you imagine what will actually be happening if people are truly and accurately
praying for their cities, nations, families, communities and the body of Christ? Just
imagine the type of healings, deliverance and infrastructural developments that we

will be witnessing all around our community and nation?

The reason the world is losing moral values and true love is not that the church is
not praying- on the contrary; prayer is going 24/7 in some ministries right now. The
very act of prayer and intercession has almost become ritualistic and so ineffective.
What makes prayer effective is far beyond the words that flow out of our mouth as

if we have been discoursing.

What comes out of the heart ultimately works in alignment with the state of the
mind. If you have an unregenerated thought pattern and your words are flowing like
a river, you are only wasting your time because such prayer will not be answered by

the Lord.

The lord will not listen to the prayers of the wicked

How many people are praying without understanding that they first need to break
down the walls of racism, pride and prejudice we are still nursing in our hearts. The
Lord cannot be mocked. The seed a man sows is what he will reap in his harvest. So,
the issue is not that we are not interceding enough but are we obeying the law of
intercession? If prayers were being offered in the same speed and pattern churches
are being opened today in our inner cities, the job would have been done long ago.

Remember the request of Christ to His disciples in
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Matt 9:35-38:

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He
was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, "The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord

of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."

There is nothing like regenerated humans lifting their hands corporately to sanctify
the heavenlies with their heartfelt intercession. Our nation is tearing and falling
apart because we are playing and not praying according to the kingdom pattern. We
need to wake up and get praying the kingdom of God into those dark areas of our
churches. Religious agendas must collapse in this new day. Prayer will change the
hearts of men and not our fine buildings and cathedrals. If prayer could change the
hearts of wicked kings in the Bible days, then, prayer and intercession offered on the

right altar can still change the hearts of wicked leaders and cities of our day.

We must give ourselves to continual spiritual responsibility for the reformation and
restoration of our nation and community in the place of effective prayer life. We
must not let the fire of intercession for people die in our hearts until we see the
required change. The Father is counting on you and me to start praying His kingdom
and will to be done here on earth as it is being done right now in heaven. It is time

to start praying and stop playing.
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Chapter 14

THE MINISTRY OF
PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT

For we are the circumcision who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ
Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, though I also might have
confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the
flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;
concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness

which is in the law, blameless. Phil 3:3-6 {NK]JV}

Ceremony without life

The Jewish culture arguably is one of the most refined moral customs. It prides
herself as the custodian of the commandments of God to humanity. To be born as a
Jew or associated to Judaism is seen as a plus amongst the oriental people. Many
travelled down to learn and worship this God of the Jews that seem to surpass all
other gods in wisdom, power and glory. Yet in this passionate pursuit, very few who

claim to be the guardians of the laws of God of Israel knew His heart.

The act of ceremonial worship has almost made obsolete the heart of the call to
worshiping in Spirit and in truth. Paul who once pursued this same blind
understanding began to redirect the heart of the people to the place of

understanding the Spirit of the Lord’s purpose even for his people, the Jews.
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The circumcision Paul was speaking about here was not that of the outward flesh
that makes you a true Jew, but, a circumcision of the both the spirit and soul of man

that makes us a true citizen of the kingdom of God.

Breaking our confidence and trust in our race or identity is important to living a life
of the Spirit. Many have held so strong to the unscriptural values of their racial
identity that it has almost become impossible for the Spirit of God to correct these
abnormal cultures and traditions. Do not get me wrong, we are called to love and

pray for our nation and that we must do with all our heart.

The love our Lord had for Jerusalem caused him to weep for her because she could
not recognize her day of redemption. The Lord was born a Jew and he loved his
people till the end yet in that love he brought out the issues of their corporate

blindness, he challenged them to change their ways of spiritual pride.

A territorial governing spirit that is not identified and dealt with by individuals will
certainly influence and impact their concept of existence within the context of such
region. Meaning, if a familiar spirit of uses pride to control and manipulate a
community, city or church you will by default manifest the same attitude of pride in

your outlook.

Dealing with the ministry of praying in the Spirit gives us the right footing of
identifying this entire spiritual dynamic, such that you are properly enhanced to

effectively handle and uncover the spirit.
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Just as pollution in the natural atmosphere can indeed make people uncomfortable
so is spiritual pollution. These pollutions are there to interfere with your ability to

penetrate the realm of breakthrough in your prayer time.

Praying in the spirit is not some formula of speaking a foreign language your human
faculty cannot understand. Going through the book of 1Cor 12:10, 11; Apostle Paul
outlined the nature and workings of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer as relating

to spiritual development.

The first mission and manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer is to
effect a change of nature and character and not necessarily, the manifestation of
tongues as it is taught today in many charismatic and Pentecostal circles. There is
no doubt that anyone who claims to be saved should and must believe God for the

baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in the language of the Spirit.

Your regenerated spirit interacts with the Holy Spirit concerning issues you may not
presently understand as your natural organ communicates in a manner that people
around you can understand. This is highly necessary for personal and corporate

spiritual edification according to Jude 20 and 1Cor.12:7.

You are building your spirit man when you take advantage of flowing in the life and
culture of your restored spirit. Life in the Spirit is more than speaking in tongues;
tongues speaking may initiate a dimension within your spirit man that your

unregenerated soul might struggle to comprehend.
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On most occasions, your spirit and soul spend most of the time warring due to this
disagreement. If you stop building your new spiritual identity, your soul will regain

its dominance over your life.

Speaking in other languages

It is important we emphasize the importance and the benefits of building up the
spirit man in line with the instruction and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the
presence of the Holy Spirit in our individual lives makes our prayer or the art of
intercession functional and easy for people to relate to in building their spirituality.
Praying in the spirit is not limited to speaking in tongues but rather, building the
capacity to become spiritually effective and proficient in our ability to effectively

communicate the things of the Spirit in a manner that others can benefit.

A man can pray in the language others can understand and still be effectively
praying in the Spirit because the word proceeding from his mouth is powerfully
directed, driven and controlled by divine unction flowing out of his union with the
Spirit of truth. Thus, praying in the spirit is praying in accordance with the sayings
and interjections of the thoughts of God into your spirit man, which is eventually

transmitted through your soul for others to understand in order to say amen.

Praying in the Spirit is not something you force but rather flows in as the Holy Spirit
gives you prophetic utterance. The scripture says, “Out of the abundance of the
heart (spirit) the mouth speaks”, Jesus says, the words that I speak are spirit and life.
Life in the Spirit is not doctrinal or mechanical in operation; you have to collaborate
with the flow of the inner river of God in your spirit to see divine things become a

true reality.
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This is the realm where intercessory and prophetic gifts are perfectly developed and
entrenched within one’s spiritual personality. Hence, you need to spend time

praying in the spirit to come into this deeper realm of your spiritual reality.

It is the overflowing of the living water {word} mixed with the ever-flowing spring
of the Spirit in your heart, that gives divine utterance to your vocal cords in making

precise proclamations and decrees over our life, family community and the nations.

This type of intercession is only done in, by and with the leading of the Spirit of
intercession living in you. We must allow the Holy Spirit to take charge of our
prayer and intercessory life so that we can enjoy praying in accordance to the leading
and direction of His will. We have to give the river of God full expression in and
through our lives. David understood the act of what praying in the Spirit meant
when he wrote Psalm 46 as an expression of what he felt is best to describe this inner

reality.

The Tabernacle of God is not just among men in this third day but within men and
women who have truly opened up to move higher in their work with the Holy Spirit.
Everything the Lord is doing and will do is all an outflow of the spiritual quality of
men and women whose life has become the Father’s house. How welcome is God in

your heart?

Many of us have opened up to God to a certain level but we have not completely
opened every room of our house {heart} to Him. The Lord is still a guest to many

Christians. They do not mind Him coming for a holiday as long as He is not coming
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to stay permanently. The Lord must have complete preeminence over our lives. We
cannot give Him half and keep half and then think we have all spiritual and material
benefits of salvation. It is time to allow Him to take over in order for His Spirit

{River} to fill the tabernacle of our heart.

There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, The holy place
of the tabernacle of the Most High. God is in the midst of her, she shall not
be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. The nations raged,
the kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. Psalm

46:4-6 {NKJV}

Many have tried to fake speaking in tongues while others have refused and rejected
the benefit to pray in tongues because they feel it is no use since they cannot
understand what they are saying. Firstly, the things of God are foolishness to the
ordinary unregenerate mind. To try to comprehend spiritual things with your
human faculty is like trying to picture how your brain coordinates and processes

information.

You have to understand the principle and pattern that drives spiritual reality into
the natural. Far beyond speaking words that cannot be understood by your natural
senses, there is a spiritual technology that drives what you say based on the

development of the spirit man.
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You need to understand that spiritual things are compared to the growth and
development of a child. Your spirit needs to be mentored by the Holy Spirit through
the set-person He has appointed over your life for that season. Every season of your
spiritual growth requires a unique grace and capacity the Lord will bring your way

to help you navigate to the next point of your call and mandate.

In as much as not speaking in tongues cannot stop or hinder you from making it
into heaven but then, it can deprive you of so many spiritual and mental
transformation benefits. We cannot start listing the benefits of speaking the
language of the spirit. Tongues speaking are given to enrich and enhance your

spiritual journey to that place of perfection and maturity in God.

The ministry of speaking in tongues is a gift and a promise for every new or old
believer in Christ. What many still do not understand about speaking in tongues is
that, as you grow in your spirit man and work with God, so does your spiritual

communication and language in divine things.

Like we are seeing communication in the natural moving into a higher dimension
of sophisticated innovations; this technology is ever pushing man into a higher
dimension of technological discovery and adventure, yet they are made accessible
and cheap for all to use. The Lord uses natural things to explain how spiritual things
operate and function. The development of your spirit man can take your spiritual

language beyond the frontier of your mental faculty and experience.
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No wonder the scripture says he who speaks in the unknown tongues speaks not to
men but to God, for No one understands him; because he speaks mysteries with his
spirit... {1 Corinthians 14:4}. The key word here is speaking mysteries with your spirit.
The word mystery means that which is beyond the faculty of human reason but
known to the spiritually enlightened. Why is speaking in the unknown language
{tongues} a mystery? It is a mystery because it was ordained by God for spiritual

men.

The word says it is the Glory of God to conceal a matter but then, it is the glory of
kings to unravel it. The natural man does not understand the things of the Spirit for
they sound and look foolish to him. Suffice is to say that tongues speaking helps to
develop and enhance our spiritual capacity in the place of intercession. It will be out
of place to just see the manifestation of the Spirit as just a gift or promise limited to
speaking in other tongues. The release or what is defined to be the outpouring of

the Spirit of God is far beyond the utterance of strange language or tongue.

The release of the Spirit is the outpouring of the very transforming life, nature and
character of God upon anyone, who through his or her faith, has accepted Jesus
Christ as their personal Lord and savior and have publicly made it known to anyone

who wishes to hear.

In the book of Acts chapter 2, the Bible says, on the day of Pentecost the Spirit of
the LORD came upon the Believers as it was previously promised by God through
the ministry of Prophet Joel. {Joel 2:28-29}. The outpouring of the Spirit does not
necessarily mean speaking in tongues; but to manifest the very nature and character

of the Spirit is the first manifestation or rather, expectation of the final outpouring.
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The Lord said, He will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh in the last days. Meaning,
there will be a release of supernatural manifestation of divine capacity to talk and
walk in the demonstrative power of the kingdom of God in our generation like never

before.

The release of the Spirit will not only enable you to function in an unprecedented
capacity and speed but will also release the full operation of the fruit of the Spirit in
one’s life. More than ever before, the earth is going to witness the regenerated nature
of the kingdom life, and the Excellency of the glory of Christ will be revealed for all
to see in full measure. This spiritual manifestation birthed by the power of kingdom-
based intercession will attract millions into the house of God like never before. The
Lord is presently busy building the type of house {life}, ministry and leadership that

will eventually house this people.

This Temple the Lord is constructing has nothing to do with human perverted
definition of Church and leadership. The Lord will have for Himself a people who

are completely dead to their own agenda of ministry.

When we start praying and interceding from this perspective and knowledge, we
will eventually see the full manifestation of the glory of the Father all around us. To
engage in effective intercession, we must pray in the Spirit; by the Spirit and with

the Spirit at all times.
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Seeing the full demonstration of intercessory capacity

TO SEE THIS DIMENSION OF SPIRITUAL AND MENTAL DEMONSTRATION OF
INTENSE INTERCESSION, YOU AND I MUST COME OUT OF THE OUTER MAN
THAT LIMITS AND DENIES US OUR SPIRITUAL INHERITANCE IN CHRIST. THE
CARNAL MIND DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT
BECAUSE THEY ARE ONLY SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED. DISCERNMENT IS THE
GUIDING LIGHT OF TRUE KINGDOM-BASED INTERCESSORS.

Where there is no spiritual direction, there cannot be accurate and intense
intercession. When prayer is based on the direction and leadership of the Spirit, one
cannot miss the mind of God in praying right. It takes discipline to keep up with
one’s spiritual exercise. The reason many people are spiritually unfit today is that
they are not ready and are not prepared to build up what can be called spiritual

capacity.

The very same way we build up in our natural gym is the same way we need to build
up our spirit man in Christ’s spiritual gym. Exercising your spiritual muscle and
personality cannot be over emphasized if we are going to have the required
breakthrough in prayer and intercession. To the degree, you spend time privately to

pray is to the degree you will be spiritually fit, sound and healthy in life.

Time must be invested to become spiritually strong and proficient. God does not
want you to be spiritually weak, rather He desires us to be like Him in all we do and

say, and after all, that is the essence of our salvation.
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The redemption of our lives has given us the advantage to reclaim our lost position
of authority. When you and I follow the leading and guidance of the Spirit of truth,
we will ultimately become too strong for the enemy to overcome. I will seriously
encourage every child of the kingdom to spend enough time in the presence of God;
this will ultimately help you to build spiritual wisdom, knowledge and accurate
understanding in strategic warfare. Your life, family, community and nation depend
on your prayer life. We should never relegate our spiritual responsibility to someone

else.

The benefit of praying in the spirit cannot be measured by time or the very act of
praying; only heaven will be able to tell the importance of what we stir up in the
spirit when we start praying in and through the Spirit. A few points have been
highlighted about the importance and benefit of praying through the help of the
Spirit.

Some of the benefits of praying in the spirit

1. It helps to enquire the mind and will of the Father concerning any given situation

before making a decision.

2. It helps to pray the will and mind of God at all times. It takes a sound and a
productive mind to pray effectively in the Spirit and through the Spirit. L.e. you
pray in the realm above your mind, which means distractions are completely
dealt with (Psalmig). Most of our prayer points flow from the state of our
unregenerated minds, therefore, when we pray in the Spirit we are helped to get

things in their right perspectives.
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It makes you sensitive to hear the voice of God irrespective of the pressure one

might be faced with at the moment

It builds your spiritual man-(spiritual growth)

It enhances your focus in prayer and intercession

It is a weapon that the kingdom of darkness cannot discern or decode when it is
done through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

It’s a complete kit and tool for spiritual development and warfare

It helps reveal the need of others to you, especially in the place of intercession.
[t takes our prayer and intercession to another realm of spiritual capacity.

It guides the function and ability to discern and effect change where darkness

had gained control within our soul and society in general.

10. It is the basis for the building up all spiritual gifts. Without a disciplined prayer

11.

12

life, one can hardly be effective in the use of the gift and fruit of the Spirit.

It leads us to the central will and purpose of God for our family, business or called

ministry.

. It sharpens our discerning ability.

Some of the disadvantages of not praying in the spirit {tongues}:

1.

2.

3.

You are limited in your prayer time and spiritual development.

Your prayer can easily be contaminated by the enemy’s evil suggestions to your

mind and value systems

To be short of words, limits your prayer and spiritual expression, therefore, what

you cannot express in a known language, you express through the Spirit to your
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Father because He knows your thoughts and what you are trying to communicate

to Him.

4. You can easily be distracted because you are finding it difficult to connect in your

known prayer language.

5. You might find it difficult to discipline your mind and thoughts to stay focused.
6. You are limited to the present events and unable to see (press) in to the future.

7. It limits your prayer to a particular prayer point that might not even be the will of

the Father for you at that moment or season in time.

8. You might never know the direction the Holy Spirit wants you to go in prayer

when your prayer or intercession is limited by a known language.

9. You might find yourself praying soulish or canal prayers; these are prayers that

are based or built on your own ideas and selfish wants.

Getting to know god’s voice

If you are sure, that God speaks all the time then you must develop an attitude of
making yourself available to know and hear the voice of your heavenly Father on a
daily basis. Prayer is not complete until you can hear God speak back to you. I
believe the most important aspect of our Christian growth and development is to
accurately know {discern} the voice of our Father. The clearer His voice becomes to
us, the more accurate we become in pleasing Him and making right choices in this

journey of life.
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The knowledge and the revelation of God’s voice in the life of a believer supersede
all spiritual realities and acquired theological or philosophical acumen and degrees.
The very first thing that qualifies our ability to know and hear the father’s voice is

to be a sheep willing to follow the direction of the shepherd.

Jesus said in John 10 that his sheep hears his voice. The question we should ask

ourselves is; are we truly God’s sheep?

If we are, we should then be hearing His voice, but if we are not hearing His voice,
something obviously is wrong with our template of relationship or communication.
A lot of us assume to be sheep while we are still behaving like goats in nature and
attitude. It is highly important to understand by heart what qualifies us as sheep if

our spiritual journey must be exciting and impactful.

What are the characteristics of a sheep?

1. The sheep is an obedient animal, always following the voice of his master.
2. Domestic in nature, not wild or selfish.

3. It benefits its master and its environment by supplying of food, clothing and other

commercial trades.

4. [t is an animal whose entire life is dedicated to sacrifice for others to live.

Do these qualities define who we truly are before the good shepherd or are

we merely paying lip service to be a sheep?
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One way we can use to qualify and embrace the character of a sheep is obedience,
the more we obey the will of God through His written words, the clearer our inner
hearing and spiritual sight becomes upgraded. The more we submit to the plans of
God, the better we become in handling the issues of life. Start with understanding

the use of our time.

This quality reflects the life of one called to the ministry of prayer and intercession.
The more you choose the part of a sheep the better and more refined your calling to
represent God and kingdom on earth. The word of the Lord told us that our Master
was led like a sheep to the slaughter without saying anything. He understood his

destiny as the sacrificial lamb.

One must die for others to live. Are you ready and willing to die for others? This
death is figurative in nature, meaning that your death is a lifestyle of complete
obedience to the will of God, even when you are being persecuted for what is right;
you are willing to accept it. Dying for the truth is a daily experience for those who
have chosen the road to Zion. There is no easy way-out. The more they die to this
world the more they live in the reality of the kingdom of God. This is how the

kingdom of God comes to a life. {Act1:1-8}.

Following the practical aspect of an effective prayer life

To be able to have a viable consistent prayer life, the revelation of apostolic truth
must take root within the core value system of our spiritual personality. Solidity of
the total counsel of the Lord’s desire must become the basis of your foundation and
operation. This was the pattern Christ left for the Church and the principle has not

changed.
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A total abandonment of your life and desire to the will, purpose and desire of the
Father in prayer, initiates you into the path of discovering your destiny, mission and

purpose in life.

The revelation and illumination of the accuracy of both situation and people around
you must be precise. You are not permitted to deal with issues without first getting

apostolic insight concerning the situation.

I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what
he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your

amazement he will show him even greater things than these. {John 5:19-20}

The revelational knowledge of God before prayer gives us the precise knowledge of
His expectation over our petition, intercession and supplication. Prayer must never
be built on your expectation and religious mindset. The issue in most cases when
people pray is that they do not follow due kingdom processes; they already have a

preconceived expectation of what their prayer should produce.

This is a false and a wrong mind set in praying. Going to God in the place of prayer,
means that you are ready to completely let go of your own limited knowledge and
wisdom {mindset of your operating system} of what you assume prayer is. The more
His kingdom gets to manifest in your personal life, family, business and ministry;

the more His will, authority and power flows through your life.
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The prayer that readjusts our mindset

One of the definitions we looked at is that, prayer renovates {builds} and
restructures the state of a man’s spirit and soul (minds) back to its intended place
and purpose in God before the fall of man in the garden. Since our mindset or
spiritual disposition is equal to our productivity in life, accurate prayer time corrects
our template, perception and spiritual sight in knowing the very intention of God

for our lives and the people around us.

Prayer readjusts our mind-set to that of Christ in order to have an accurate effective
ministry. Your prayer cannot go beyond how you think, see and value things. To
pray right is to see and hear right. The word says: “as a man, thinks in his heart, so
he is...” What you think is what you see and what you see {understand} defines who
you are in the long run. If you do not have a clear direction of the will of God, how

then do you expect to pray effectively?

Definitely, your spiritual blindness will affect the value and efficacy of your prayers.
We have seen a lot of people who pray religiously, but then, religious and traditional
prayer has no power to change anything positively, the least such prayers could do

is to give you a sense of false spiritual activity.

The Scripture says: “The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous avails much,
(produces power)” Hence, every time we pray, we must have this at the back of our
mind, that there is a kind of prayer that God answers. God doesn’t answer {grant}
all prayers, though He has the ears to hear all our petitions. The only prayer that He
answers is that which is in accordance with His will, purpose and plan for your life

and His kingdom on earth.
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You must acquaint yourself with knowing the will of God, because only His will
reveals His mind and His mind is revealed in His unchanging word. The scripture
says: For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct him? But

we have the mind of Christ. {1Cor 2:16}

How do we get to know the mind of Christ for all situations in prayers? When we
start building a kind of mentality of an accurate study and prayer life that shapes us
into the image of His Christ, the pattern Son. Letting go of our hidden agendas and
obeying His word at any cost, building on an unconditional relationship with the
Spirit of the Lord in true fellowship, will definitely give the needed leverage with

those who have succeeded in walking on the same path.

An accurate prayer life is shown first in building a right concept of intimacy through
the nature of the culture of regeneration. The love for the Father must overshadow
everything you desire as spiritual inheritance or manifestation. Your spirit, soul and
Body must long for the living God continually. It is from this point of understanding
that other realities and manifestations of kingdom life start finding their ways into

every part of our being.

If I have been given dominion over all things, why do I need to pray?

The scripture says in Genesis 1 that man was created to have dominion and authority
over all things. And if you have dominion and authority over all things; do you still
need to ask for anything? Since man actually fell from the throne of grace; from that

position that God gave him over all things through the sin of the first man, we had
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to now depend on God for every little need in our life because of our spiritual
blindness regarding the already given and restored provision. Paul told the Roman
church that we know not how to pray, as we ought to but the Spirit makes
intercessions for us...Prayer is not limited to an act of petition. However, we have
the prayer of petition, but we are looking at the generality of praying and
interceding. In other words, praying is not a tool to receive but rather a tool to

restoring us back to the place where we fell from.

The prayer that produces a strong prophetic cutting edge

Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and the Lord
said unto him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I (am here), Lord.
And the Lord (said) unto him, Arise, and go to the street which is called
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one named Saul, a man of
Tarsus: for behold, he prayeth; and he hath seen a man named Ananias
coming in, and laying his hands on him, that he might receive his sight. {Acts

9:10-12}

We also established the fact that there is no way we can pray without knowing the
word of God. The word of God will be the foundation of our prayer life. Therefore,
someone who is not disciplined in studying, reading and meditating on the word of
God will not have a strong or powerful prophetic cutting edge, which is birthed in
the place of deep intercession for other people. It is not the strength you exercise
in prayer that makes your prayer effective, but the understanding of your spiritual

timing and disposition, in applying the truth.
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It is not “how many scriptures you use in prayer” that really matters, but the life of
God {virtue} you release in the prayer time. Fine, it is true that you pray the
scriptures, but you must also have the understanding and accurate application of
what you are proclaiming and decreeing at the time of your devotion. In other
words, you need to believe first, in the inner life and grace you carry in Christ, before

God can use your prayers to bring a lasting change to situations.

If you do not have faith in your own prayers or intercession, it is going to be highly
difficult to see or identify an answered prayer you have made in the past. Like Job
said, “the things that I really feared have come upon me...” You must establish it in
your heart first, that God is going to hear and answer your prayers, because you are

praying His will and purpose for your life and the situation at hand.

One of the first things you need to understand by heart is that when you pray, God
will hear you and show you things you need to know about the request. A lot of us
pray but our prayers are based or centered on fear and assumption i.e. “we say, in
case God doesn’t hear” So, even when the result of our prayer request comes, we are

not sure if it is God answering or a matter of coincidence.

Remember Zachariah the priest who for years prayed for a son, and yet when the
answer of his prayer finally arrived, he doubted, because he was not praying in faith
and in expectation to the Lord’s timing. This was the same in the life of Abraham’s
wife. As much as prayer deals with natural human events, the source of prayer is

not bound to human biological dispositions.
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Prayer is timeless and ageless to him who believes in the prophetic promise of the
Lord. Since prayer deals with challenges that look impossible, we need to constantly
remind ourselves of the eternal power behind the prayer made according to the
desired will of the Father. Faith is forever calling those things that are not, as though
they were... If we desire to see a great change in our prayer life, we must first learn

to build great confidence in God’s prophetic promise.

As we begin to climb higher, into the mountain of praying the will of the Father
{God} through His Spirit, He will start directing us through a more preferred way
that makes our praying more effective and productive. The word and the realities of
the Spirit are progressive in nature and in revelation, therefore, we cannot base our

present prayer life on the ways we have been taught ten, or even fifteen years ago.

There should be development and maturity in our prayer understanding and value
system. We need to grow, develop and mature in our spiritual understanding of the
required position for the season in time in order to become more effective in our

strategy of kingdom warfare.

Deep must call unto deep! We must move forward every day because the devil has
his own strategies of hindering and corrupting our perceptions with the old religious
paradigm that has become obsolete in operation. Somebody once said, “the devil

does not have any new tricks; he’s just a fool under my foot.”
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That may be true in positional truth but not yet in reality in your existence in
relation to personal and global issues affecting your life. The enemy may have one
strategy, but he has a way of manipulating, recycling and selling that same old stuff
to you repackaged in such a way you cannot differentiate the real from the fake due
to your spiritual blindness. The Bible cautions us not to be ignorant of the schemes
of the enemy. Unfortunately, many are still falling under those same old gimmicks
because they are not ready to sit and study to know how to defeat him within their

lives, family, business and ministry.

Reforming the structure of a praying church

The Church mentality of spiritual service must be restructured and re-aligned to
meet the present need of the Spirit. If we are going to be relevant to the needs of our
communities and that of the nation at large, we must be ready to hear what the
Spirit of the Lord is saying afresh and become passionate and proficient in obeying

and doing the right thing in the right way and at the right time

"I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what

he sees his Father doing”. {John 5:19}

The Father’s desire for his Church is to be where He is at every given moment. He
does not want us to lag behind in our understanding and revelation of His working
in the nations of the world. He wants us to move at the same pace He is moving. |
want us to notice something again about Jesus Christ’s operational system of impact
while he was about to start and finish his earthly ministry. One cannot but notice

the way he completely gave himself to the ministry of praying and interceding. His
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entire trust and confidence was built on his knees. Prayer was like food and drink to

him.

The Bible says He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness for forty days and forty
nights, where He prayed and fasted. There is a need to have a vivid picture of what
Jesus did in the wilderness about two thousand years ago before starting his public
ministry. Why did he have to go into the wilderness? He did not just go there to be
tempted for the fun of proving to the enemy that he is stronger because he is the
Son of God; he actually went to pray and fast to receive clarity and direction for that

which was ahead of him in ministry.

The scriptures said after he had finished praying and fasting for forty days and forty
nights the tempter came to tempt him. Notice that the temptation came after the
fast and not before or during the fast. The real tests of your life, business and

ministry always come after you think you have just had a breakthrough and victory.

Remember the test came after Jesus finished the forty days fast. Please let these
words sink into your innermost being, the devil is never in a hurry to strike you with
his main weapon; he knows that most people become vulnerable when they think
they have just won the battle over him. There is absolutely nothing that carries
eternal value that will not need the direction and guidance of God in the place of

unrelenting prayers before starting and while fulfilling it.
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It is quite easy to be carried away by the act {service} of ministry and forget what
sustains our life’s mission. The foundation of accurate prayers brings clarity to
purpose, gives accurate focus, sustains and maintains your stability in the part of

wisdom and brings provision in the necessary areas of needs.

Anything that will determine destiny, shape or mold the course of future events,
lead people into a new beginning or close an old chapter of your life must be built
on the revelation of a true prayer and intercessory lifestyle. Prayer prepares us for
migration and transition into the next realm of spiritual capacity and acceleration

in fulfilling purpose and destiny.
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Chapter 15

Dealing with the process of

Personal or corporate transition in prayer

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the
other side." Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was,
in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A furious squall came up,
and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was
in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,

"Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" {Mark 4:35-38}

Preparing for season of transition in prayer

The truth is, the reality of your development comes in seasons and you need to be
prepared when the season come. One season of expertise leads to incompetence in
another. The ongoing process of growth demands that you constantly follow the
new realities of the Spirit, so you can be where He is and not where He was. The

entire ministry of Jesus while he was on earth is the principle of transition.

Each transition requires new capacity and strategy of advance. This we see in the
story of Mark chapter 4. They were called to go to the other side. In this journey, we
see events that challenged that prophetic objective. A furious wind suddenly came
to test their faith and trust in the words of Christ. This story is a metaphor to our
call to migrate from a comfort zone in either our prayer life or any other area of our

relationship with God.
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No matter how spiritually established or strong you may have assumed to be at the
moment, there will certainly come a season in your spiritual development where
your capacity will be tested in regard to the next level of your called destiny, and if
you are found to be prophetically prepared, you will be required to upgrade or

recalibrate your entire spiritual value system.

At this point, you will be challenged to move from your familiar territorial position
of thinking and doing things to another completely unfamiliar territory where you
must learn afresh to trust, depend and focus on the Lord’s inner dealing within your
spirit man. Brethren, there is no better way to explain this experience than to tell

you it is a call to die again so you may advance in truth.

Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves
his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. If anyone serves me, let him follow me; and where I am, there
my servant will be also. If anyone serves me, him My Father will honor. John

12:24-26 {NKJV}
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Understanding the strategy of transition in prayer

In this new realm it will be difficult to merge your past spiritual position or
knowledge with the present realities and dealing of the Spirit within your life and
around you. Everything will seem out of control, but this is the time when your love,
faith and hope in Christ will be tested and measured. This is to help you discern
your spiritual position and ability. Spiritual transition is the system {training
ground} the Lord uses to rebuild, upgrade and perfect his children until the day we

come into His fullness. {Ephesians 4}

The Lord’s will is for all His children to develop into the reality of sonship. The world
and creatures are waiting for the matured sons of God. The Lord will use several
occasions to stir and push believers to where they can be adequately prepared and

perfected in all areas of their humanity.

Sometimes your transition may start by feeling uncertified by the present status quo
of the church. Everyone seems to be fine with the way things are but not your spirit.
Everything around you may look ok, but your spirit is saying otherwise; there is a
cry deep within your heart that words cannot express or explain. In this dealing,
you become mute like Zachariah in the temple. You are in the temple of the Lord
but you have lost your voice. This is deliberate, so you do not use your own mouth
to terminate the process. Many believers might even think you have backslidden.
You will become an enigma to your community for a season until the Lord reopens
your voice. Family, friends, and sometimes spiritual leaders you expect to
understand or reason with you about what is happening might not be able to relate

or agree with you because they have not experienced true transition.
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[ said true transition because I would like to differentiate the difference transition
makes from the consequence of a bad decision we made out of ignorance and
immaturity. Paying for a terrible mistake is not the same as going through transition
of spiritual refinement. Transition or spiritual migration is God’s initiative to bring
you to that place of new spiritual enlargement and power. Your view and
understanding of things and people around starts changing, you will start to see

from the Lords viewpoint.

Disorientation a powerful instrument in transition

When you embrace your season of transition the first major sign is complete loss of
control over your life, people and things around you including ministry if you are in
full time ministry. Disorientation sets in; you may feel like you are losing your mind
and things so dear to your heart. Losing your own way of thinking and doing things
is a core process of the ministry of transition. This is where the Lord ends the
ministry of man in our symbolic journey through the tabernacle. From the outer
court all through the inner court is what we may term as a partnership ministry

between God and man.

The moment you desire to press further into the third dimension of the holiest of
all. Man must die for God to take total control. This is where you completely lose
your mind and everything you built and named after God. The tower must come

down and God in you will start building what He has originally ordained for you.
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The materials of building this house {mentality and spirituality} are one hundred
per cent God’s. He does the naming of His house; your idea is no more needed. It is
all for the glory of God. This is the point where the Lord infuses you with an elevated
concept of reasoning and living. Prayer at this level is done in the revelation of the

Sabbath rest.

How you understand and accept your present migrational process will certainly
determine the effect and impact of this next season of your life. Moving from one
level of truth to the next without the right spiritual guidance and oversight could
delay and affect the time laps of the transition. Even in conditions where you have
proven to be highly effective and successful in your former work with God, you still

need someone to lead and help you navigate the season of transition.

NAVIGATING TRANSITION

This is a very crucial position that requires careful, proper revelational and
experiential oversight. It must never be taken for granted. There is what I call
transitional potholes. Just like the children of Israel in their journey from Egypt to

the Promised Land faced several enemies both within and outside the camp.

This point is mostly affected by intercessors and spiritual leaders due to
assumptions. When it comes to transitional leadership, accountability is the
watchword. You will need people, and friends who have either passed through their
season of transition to support you. Feeding on material {books and other resources}
that deals with concept and process of passing through spiritual wilderness from an

apostolic viewpoint will help you.
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The place of prayer must be clarified at this point. You might not even feel like
praying and this might take some time all depending on your attitude and
understanding on the present condition. Do not force yourself to do anything in the
flesh. Religion is dying, and you must allow it to completely die and not remain in a

comatose state.

Please note: the enemy might want you to believe that you have backslidden at this
point; sometimes you might even feel you are losing your mind because people don’t

seem to understand what is happening to you.

They will be expecting that same old you that calls fire down. This is the point you
need to understand what the Lord is busy doing within you and you do not have to

try to impress yourself or anyone, wait for your day of perfection like Job said.

Transition in regard to prayer is one of the core tests of your spiritual development
and maturity. Very few Christians are trained and prepared for this season before it
comes. We all are designed by default to transit from one point of revelational
knowledge {truth}, wisdom and grace to the next if we must precisely reflect the
Lord’s glory. The capacity to understand your season of transition or migration helps
to understand the dynamics and effect of the prayer culture. In the process of these
spiritual changes, which obviously are realities within the core recesses of the spirit

man, affect not only our view of prayer but also how we pray.
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The misconception of viewing prayer from a soulish emotional needing relationship
thus, dampens the heart of Christians the moment they seem not to feel what they

used to feel in their former prayer position.

Prayer involves the three levels of human soul {the will, emotion and intellect} but
it is not determined by them. Just like we cannot truly say, we have worshipped God
without the direct involvement and submission of our soul to the authority and
leadership of the renewed spirit we cannot also say we have effectively prayed

without the involvement of these same three faculties.

To the degree we allow the refining of these three faculties, is to the level our prayer
becomes effectual. Prayer is not a feeling even though the ministry of the purified
soul is required to express the life and posture of the spirit. When you kneel before
the Lord and your eyes are running with tears; your hands lifted high in deep
worship, you are expressing something beyond just an emotional feeling. There is a
thin line between a soulish emotional expression and the place of an acceptable

kingdom pattern of worship.

Transition and reassurance

The Lord said those who must worship {relate with} Him must do it in Spirit and in
truth. The life of the Spirit through the power of truth must reside and preside
within the soul for a lasting change to take place. The believers’ walk with the Lord
becomes more effective when truth gains control over our emotional and

intellectual faculty.
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Humans are emotional agents. We live and express our humanity through the sense
of feeling, but when we find ourselves in a position that seems we are not able to
control, or define what is happening in and around, we become insecure even in

prayer.

When you get to that point in your prayer life, where you feel emotionally
exhausted, weary and tired; your desire to continue climbing the mountain seems
depleting; you need to be certain that the Lord is closer to you than ever before. Just
like, He was to Abraham when He asked him to sacrifice his only son, Isaac on
mount Moriah. Several believers have backslidden in their called season to transit
due to the fact that there was nobody to help direct them through the wilderness
part. Moses had to go through the rough terrain of the wilderness before the Lord

used him to lead his people out of the land of bondage.

Whether we like it or not we will all go through these seasons as long as we do desire
to come into our inheritance in Christ, but this generation of believers needs to

listen to the voice of the Lords prophets who have been through the wilderness part.

He restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's
sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear

no evil, for you are with your rod; your staff, and me they comfort me. {Ps

23:3-4}
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The Promised Land is for those who have gone through their season of death, burial
and resurrection. The ascended, or what some may call the glorious life, becomes
actualized when there is a willingness to accept the process of internal

reconfiguration in regard to behavioral patterns.

When the Lord starts stirring the comfort nest we have built around our lives, people
develop a negative attitude of response. This is because there is very little teaching
and understanding on this area to inform believers that a restored truth in one

dimension is not the finality of our spiritual work.
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Chapter 16

LEARNING THE PRAYER
PATTERN OF KING SOLOMON

Now David had brought up the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim to the place
he had prepared for it, because he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem. But
the bronze altar that Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, had made was in
Gibeon in front of the tabernacle of the LORD; so Solomon and the assembly
inquired of him there. Solomon went up to the bronze altar before the LORD
in the Tent of Meeting and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. That
night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, "Ask for whatever you want

me to give you." 2 Chronicles 1:4-7

A powerful lesson for us in this new day

HERE WE SEE CLEAR FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT DEFINE THE
HEARTBEAT OF A TRUE LEADER DISPLAYED BY SOLOMON BEFORE THE
LORD. SEVERAL POINTS CAN BE EXTRACTED HERE IN REGARD TO THE TYPE
OF MEN THE LORD IS LOOKING FOR IN THIS SEASON, BUT WE SHALL FOCUS
ON ONE, WHICH IS OBVIOUSLY LINKED TO SOLOMON’S UNDERSTANDING
OF THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER. WE ALL KNOW THAT AN EFFECTIVE
PRAYER LIFESTYLE IS ONE OF THE CAPSTONES OF ANY SUCCESSFUL VISION
IN LIFE.
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However, in the case of Solomon he took this spiritual knowledge to another realm
entirely. Here was a young man who had just been appointed the next king after the

mighty King David.

He clearly understood the complexity of leading a nation like Israel through the
seasons of watching his father handle very important and delicate issues of
governance. Solomon’s apprenticeship under the leadership of King David, known

as one of the greatest leaders’ human history has ever produced, is no joke.

The profile of David’s leadership is still one of the mysteries men are still studying
and using as a reference point to the concept of governance, warfare and
socioeconomic development today. Here is Solomon in the same shoes as David,

saddled with the responsibility to lead one of the greatest nations in human history.

A nation the Lord holds dearly to His heart. A people destined to be a priest to the
rest of the world; Solomon found himself in the position of leading this people with
all the experience of war, political diplomacy and economic interventions at his

disposal,

Yet, he could accurately see the loopholes in these interventions. He understood
that to merely depend on his father’s strength or wisdom would spell doom for the
entire nation. Mind you, almost everything Solomon needed to build the temple of

the Lord was already provided; yet this man would not depend on this for what was

ahead of him.
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He knew that without God’s direct approval and involvement in the mission, it was
bound to fail. He knew that depending on all the human preparation to lead and
build a nation would only be a temporal thing. The scripture told us that he
gathered the entire leadership team to the mount of the Lord to offer a sacrifice no

other king would ever offer to seek the Lord’s direction.

This action gave insight into the position of the heart of Solomon concerning what
was ahead of him. The ability to recognize the Lord’s direction and purpose for his
people in leadership is very crucial. Solomon journeyed to Gibeon before the bronze

altar made by Bezalel under the command of Moses the servant of the Lord.

Reformation and the ministry of prayer

As we know, we are in the center of a mighty reformation move even though it is
not glaring to the ordinary eyes like many would have desired it. This move is
renovating and reshaping the internal configuration of the Church structure. Any
genuine move of the Spirit always starts from within before its physical impact.
Once we understand this concept, it becomes easy for us to collaborate with the
Spirit instead of looking for signs to prove. One of the most tragic reasons the Jews
missed their day of visitation was the fact that they needed Christ to give them a

physical sign {proof} that he was from God.
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Breaking away from the old wineskin

Many are still making the same mistakes in the midst of a mighty outpouring of the
Spirit {life or nature} of God. The past charismatic Pentecostal movements in the
glory of'its days, limited, or do I say misrepresented the definition of the outpouring

of the Spirit to the gifts and manifestation of the spirit.

We understand that the release of the Spirit according to Joel's prophecy was
actually in two dimensions; the first was the initial outpouring, which is known as
the Former Rain, while the last outpouring is known as the Latter Rain. These two
carried unique missions in the strategic purpose of the father’s destiny for His

church.

The first outpouring represents the prophetic sound from heaven calling all nations
to the mountain of the house of the Lord, while the second trumpet demands an
internal change of nature from those who heed the sound of His voice. When these
two realities take their rightful place within the spirit and soul of men, then they

will prepare us for the final union with Christ in the holiest place.

We cannot start and stop at the Passover because it is the place where the Lord
initiates our freedom from captivity; neither can we camp around Pentecost,
because of its glorious beauty and manifestation of power gifts. We must journey on
to the meeting of the bridegroom behind the veil, so we can receive the seed of

sonship in order to birth the final release of his glory in the earth.

The journey of a matured prayer life starts in the outer court of the temple and

proceeds all the way to the holy place, the holiest of all, and then to the ascended
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realm where the smoke {life} moves up to the Lord. King Solomon, a typology of
wisdom, showed us the pattern of an ascend prayer life. Each time we approach the
Lord with a prayer request we are given the opportunity to present our state of
spiritual maturity. Every level of maturity demands a redefinition and recalibration
of what prayer means. The greatest contributing factor to inaccurate prayer is how

we presently see things.

This is why it is important we realize that nobody really gets to graduate from the
school of prayer since it is directly linked to how we get to be spiritually measured.
Our prayer life is directly connected to our present faith and revelation of seated

truth within the heart.

The prepared atmosphere and condition of Solomon’s state of heart played out in
presenting his request to the Lord. If the Lord’s reply to your question is to ask Him

whatsoever you desire, it will be given to you, what would you ask for?

If you have no sense of your ordained mission in life, you only ask for provision
within the core realities of your present need. It takes maturity and spirit of wisdom
to know that need and desire must be defined in the context of where we are going

and not just, where we are now.

Knowing that our fulfillment should be defined within the core realities of the
Father’s will for our lives brings unprecedented satisfaction. No provision outside

the vision of God for your life can bring fulfilment.
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Solomon seems to understand this in his approach of request. He did not ask for
what will gratify his soulish desire; rather, his request was kingdom motivated and
destiny driven. He asked for wisdom to help him lead the people he had been

appointed to lead.

MY FINAL THOUGHT

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds

through Christ Jesus.

Phil 4:6-7 {NK]JV}

The unfolding revelation of prayer is a journey

The journey to spiritual rediscovery is an on-going one that will take a deliberate
application of faith and the fruit of the Spirit to see the required change in our
spiritual development in this day of maturing in the full knowledge and revelation
of Christ and his Church. Meaning that, we cannot afford to remain where religion
and weak church traditions want us to be and expect to release the kind of apostolic
intercession that will advance the spirit of reformation and restoration across the
earth. We must stop every form of spiritual blindness and ritualistic praying, and
forcefully press by revelation and wisdom into the dimension of apostolic pattern of

prayer seen in the book of Acts.
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The accurate expression of Christ-centered reformation ministry remains the
cornerstone that will influence and transform this generation and beyond. The Lord
is looking for a new generation of men and women, who will give themselves like
Hannah, Simeon, Nehemiah and Paul who gave themselves to the ministry of prayer

and intercession until the required change took place.

Our world today needs visionary, effective, prayerful saints who will not give up
crying to the Lord, Day and night, until Jerusalem {the Church} becomes the hub of
global development and transformation. It is time we stop praying soulish and
selfish prayers, our prayer must carry the heart and expression of the will of the

Father for all humanity.

Christ showed us the pattern and structure of praying the will of his Father in his
daily choice. When we buy the deception of thinking that prayer is all about our
need and desire, then, we have symmetrically given the enemy the upper hand of
victory. Please re-evaluate your concept of prayer and general spiritual activity. Why

do you pray the way you pray? What is the motive behind your prayer points?

Do you have a passion to see the Lord glorified in your prayers without you sharing
the glory with Him? Do you have the precise knowledge of the word of God in your

life before embarking on the ministry of intercession?
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1 Cor 9:24-27

24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who
competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I run thus:

not with uncertainty.

Thus, I fight: not as one who beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and
bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should

become disqualified. 1 Cor. 9:24-27 {NKJV}

These are all questions you must be able to ask and answer before you can truly say
you are ready to effectively change the course of history through your prayer life.
Those who are called to change their generation have embraced the life and pattern
of Isaac. You must be willing and ready to lie on the altar without questioning
Abraham’s decision. Are you ready to become a burnt offering on the altar of the

Lord?

Only completely burnt sacrifices are useful for the atoning of the sins of the nation.
Your will and mine must go through this process before the Lord can rest His power
upon us for changing our society. Let your priesthood once again join that of Christ
who is forever making intercession for the saints in heavenly places. In this third
day transition, we have to come into the realm of maturity so as not to suffer loss in

our ministry and calling. We cannot afford to make mistakes again.
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The Lord requires precision and accuracy in our priestly ministry both to Him, the
Church and rest of the world. I pray that the Father’s voice will be made clearer as
your passion and love for Him increases. Do not allow what you see around you to
deter you from being that gatekeeper you have been called to be. Take your stand at
the post and fight until the knowledge of the Lord’s glory covers the earth as the
waters cover the sea. Keep your heart and mind on the Christ. Forget the past, set

your life on the new nature in Christ.

Constantly present your Body to Him as a living sacrifice until you are completely
reformed and transformed in your thoughts and decisions to that of Christ. Victory
awaits all who desire to please the Lord in Spirit and in truth. You and I are living in

one of the most exciting days of our times and generation.

The Lord is about to appear in His temple and we have got to be ready because His
coming will be sudden like it was seen in the day of Pentecost. Only those who
listened in obedience to the voice of the Lord, gathered and waited at the upper

room for the promised manifestation of the Sprit.

The Lord is about to interrupt the organized religious order of the day. His power
and glory are about to disrupt the pharisaical temple worship. Amidst the blindness
of weak religious orders, a new society of people from the upper room are about to
be released in this third day who will finally prepare the way of the Lord and make

His path straight within the hearts of the nations.
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The power and authority to bring radical change through the ministry of waiting on
the Lord is about to unfold in and through those who have not compromised their
stand for kingdom truth and life. Grace to all who desire to see His appearance.
Finally, it is my heart-felt prayer that everyone who reads this manual will make the
best use of its wisdom in shaping their cutting-edge skills and knowledge of accurate

prayer, intercession and kingdom-based meditation.

This material is set to help realign our mentality and priority of what the Lord
presently demands from His Church as we press further into the battle for the souls
of our generation. “The Lord is presently building His Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail over her”. Peace to all who desire and long to see the appearance of
Christ in their temple {body}. Finally, it is my heart-felt desire that everyone
who reads this book will make the best use of its inspiring elevated wisdom
in shaping his or her concept to the present-day demand of the call to prayer.
The footing of accurate prayer, intercession and meditation seeks to change
us, rather than see prayer as an escape route from the challenges of life. So
much has been said that should give us the right template of the Lord’s desire
and will for life. In this season of apostolic truth, we can no longer hide

behind ignorance.

The Lord is breaking the seal of His mysteries, and those who desire to come to the
day of maturity will certainly take advantage of this moment of insight. This material
is set to help realign our mentality and priority of what the Lord presently demands
from His Church as we press further into the battle for the souls of our generation.
“The Lord is presently building His Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail

over her”.
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Peace to all who desire and long to see the appearance of Christ in their {Body}
temple. It is time you got established on a coherent understanding of the ministry
of prayer, intercession and the power of accurate kingdom-based meditation so you

can advance and finish your given assignment.
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His Ideology of ministry

Every part of the body of Christ carries a unique grace sent to represent a dimension
of the life of God within the core existence of the society. In other words, the fully
restored image of the body of Christ is synonymous to how the Lord designed the
redeemed society to live and function. The more the church understands her place
and determines to function within that given space, humans, in all spheres of life

will submit under such understanding and authority.

This is the heart of the ministry of apostolic intercession in this new day. Until the
Church of the Lord gets bound to this eternal blueprint of the Father, the power and
authority required to dislodge and destroy the activity of darkness in the earth will
remain limited. Everything we have defined Church to be that does not align with
the accurate pattern showed on the mountain of the Lord is presently being pulled
down without remedy. This is the day of the Spirit of truth; the Lord is jealously

taking back His house and rebuilding it with the right stones. {Jeremiah chapter 1:10}
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