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PRINCIPLE OF INFLUENCE AND OPERATING IN VISION ADVANCEMENT.  

BY ISAIAH-PHILLIPS AKINTOLA 

 

One of the greatest mistakes the Church can make in this epoch is attempting to compete 
with the rising tide of humanistic knowledge and technological power, particularly the 
unprecedented growth of Artificial Intelligence. History reveals a continuous repeated 
pattern: powerful nations use technological advancements not merely for innovation, but to 
dominate, control, and perpetuate global influence. From military superiority to economic 
manipulation, the tools of power have often become platforms of oppression.  

In today’s world, we see this competition playing out in real time between nations such as 
the United States, China, and others. The Church must not fall into the trap of stepping into 
that same arena of ideological and technological rivalry. We were never designed to compete 
with the world system.  

 

This distinction is critical. Competing is rooted in the fallen human nature, effort, ego, and 
comparison are the default attributes of humanist society. Influence, however, is rooted in 
spiritual authority, alignment with divine intention, and transformational presence. 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
                                                                                                                                                 www.portalsGate.org 

 

 

1. Rediscovering the Role of the Church in the Kingdom Agenda  

 

Before discussing Kingdom advancement, the Church must pause and reflect:  

 • Have we truly lived out our identity as the ecclesia of God?  

 • Are we functioning as a spiritual organism with the proper organizational 
intelligence, structure, and competence to represent heaven’s will on earth? 

 • Are we more institutional than incarnational?  

 

The Church is not just a gathering of believers; it is the legislative body of heaven on earth. 
The word “ecclesia” itself refers to an assembly of decision-makers—a senate, a governing 
body. It is the place where divine legislation is revealed and implemented to shape the 
spiritual and moral direction of the nations. 

 

If the Church fails to function as this kind of body, we lose our relevance in the arena of 
Kingdom advancement. We must recalibrate our understanding: the Church is not the 
Kingdom. It is a vehicle within the Kingdom. It is the body called to express and execute the 
values, vision, and authority of the King. 

 

 

2. Kingdom Authority and the Principle of Sonship 

 

Christ’s authority on earth came from the Father. He did not assume or usurp power—He 
walked in delegated authority because He was fully aligned in obedience and submission.  

This is the divine pattern: authority flows from submission. Until the Church aligns with 
Christ as King over the Kingdom, we cannot function in true Kingdom authority. 
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 • A church out of alignment is a church out of authority.  

 • A vision disconnected from Christ’s headship is a vision without heavenly 
sanction. 

 • Sonship is the key to divine representation. 

 

Any genuine operation of Kingdom vision and advancement must emerge from a people who 
are functioning from the posture of obedience through Sonship kingdom culture and lifestyle 
and not ambition. 

 

⸻ 

3. The Kingdom as Yeast: The Power of Influence Over Competition  

 

Jesus described the Kingdom of God using a profound analogy:  

 

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds 
of flour until it worked all through the dough.” .Matthew 13:33. Yeast looks like flour. It is not 
flashy or loud. But when it is properly mixed into dough, its invisible influence transforms the 
entire substance. 

 

This is the blueprint for how the Kingdom operates:  

 • It penetrates. 

 • It transforms from within. 

 • It influences rather than overpower. 
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Kingdom people are not called to take over by force or political might. They are called to 
influence culture, policy, education, governance, and innovation from the inside out—
quietly, steadily, and powerfully. 

 

Competing with the world’s systems is futile. The world is built for competition, rivalry, and 
performance. The Kingdom is built for influence, transformation, and redemption.  

 

4. The Technology of Influence: Spirit-Led Vision 

To influence effectively, Kingdom visionaries must understand and apply the technology of 
influence: 

 • Influence requires depth, not noise. 

 • Influence works through character, presence, consistency, and spiritual 
wisdom. 

 

 • Influence is spiritual before it is strategic. 

 

The power to influence is not in human might or material advantage. It is in the life of the 
Spirit. The Spirit builds us into divine agents—like yeast—capable of leavening systems, 
structures, and spheres with Kingdom life. 

 

This was the secret of Daniel in Babylon. He did not protest against the system; he influenced 
it. Through divine wisdom, spiritual posture, and excellence in execution, Daniel and his 
friends transformed Babylon from within—until even kings submitted to the God of heaven. 
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5. Vision in the Context of Kingdom Influence 

 

The kind of vision God gives to His people is not for institutional expansion or denominational 
dominance. It is a vision to influence society and bring redemptive transformation.  

 

Key characteristics of Kingdom vision: 

 • It originates from God’s heart and intention. 

 • It positions you as a seed or yeast in your sphere. 

 • It requires spiritual formation and maturity. 

 • It demands trust in the invisible process of influence. 

 

Visionary leadership must move from ego-driven performance to Spirit-governed influence. 
We must believe in the slow, deep, quiet power of the Kingdom, or we will abandon God’s 
path for worldly strategies. 

 

6. A Call to Recalibrate: From Competition to Kingdom Impact  

 

If we don't begin to shift now from a posture of competition to one of Kingdom influence and 
reformation, we will miss the opportunity presented to us in this hour of prophetic 
redirection and relevance. God is raising and empowering a company who understand that: 

 • Vision is not ambition. 

 • Influence is not control. 

 • Success is measured by transformation, not applause or man’s approval. 
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This is a call to recalibrate: 

 • Our motives. 

 • Our metrics. 

 • Our methods. 

 

God’s vision for your life and leadership is not to mirror the world, but to model the values 
and principle of Kingdom culture and lifestyle. We are not called to race others; you are 
called to raise others into the reality of the Kingdom life-this is what we can the power of 
lifestyle. 

 

⸻ 
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PORTALSGATE SCHOOL OF MINISTRY WORKBOOK. TRAINING COURSE 

The Principle and Operation of Vision in Kingdom Advancement  

Module Overview 

 

Focus: Understanding how vision operates as a Kingdom mechanism for transformation—
not competition—and how leaders must be trained to influence systems through 
submission, sonship, and spiritual authority. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

- Define Kingdom vision from a biblical standpoint.  

- Distinguish between influence and competition.  

- Evaluate the Church’s current role in Kingdom advancement.  

- Identify personal and corporate misalignments with God’s design.  

- Learn how to develop and operate within your sphere of influence.  

Section 1: Kingdom Vision—Not Competition, But Influence 

Teaching Summary 

The Kingdom of God operates through influence, not rivalry. Technological and philosophical 
systems of the world may dominate, but the Church advances through spiritual authority, 
not humanistic strength. 

Key Scriptures 

- Matthew 5:13–16 

- Romans 12:2 

- 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 
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Reflection Questions 

- How have you seen the Church (or your own ministry) tempted to compete rather than 
influence? 

- Why is influence more powerful than competition in advancing the Kingdom?  

Activities 

- Write a paragraph identifying one area of your life or ministry where you’ve been striving to 
compete with worldly standards. Now rewrite it as a strategy for Kingdom influence through 
the Spirit. 

 

Section 2: Rediscovering the Ecclesia 

Teaching Summary 

The Church is God’s spiritual governing body on earth—the Ecclesia—ordained to legislate 
Heaven’s intentions. True Kingdom advancement begins with the Church aligning to her 
original design. 

Reflection Questions 

- In what ways has the Church lost sight of her role as the Ecclesia?  

- What are signs that a church is functioning more like a performance center than a spiritual 
government? 

Activities 

- In small teams, draft a diagram of how your local church could realign to function as an 
Ecclesia (governing center), not just an event space. 
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Section 3: Sonship as the Foundation of Authority 

Teaching Summary 

Jesus only did what the Father showed Him. Authority is rooted in submission. The Church 
cannot represent the Kingdom without walking in the spirit of Sonship.  

 

Key Scriptures 

- John 5:19 

- Romans 8:14–17 

- Hebrews 5:8 

Activities 

- Describe what Sonship means to you personally. How is it different from merely serving or 
performing? What areas of your leadership need more submission?  

 

Section 4: The Yeast Model of Influence 

Teaching Summary 

The Kingdom is like yeast—hidden, small, but powerful. You are not called to dominate but 
to transform systems from within. True visionaries are agents of change, not champions of 
noise. 

Key Scriptures 

- Matthew 13:33 

Reflection Questions 

- What does it mean to be “yeast” in your industry, school, government, or ministry?  

Activities 

- Draw a map of the sphere or territory you believe God has called you to influence. Label key 
places, people groups, or gates of access. Ask the Holy Spirit: 'How am I meant to influence 
this environment?' 
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Section 5: The Daniel Pattern 

Teaching Summary 

Daniel influenced Babylon without compromising his faith. His strategy wasn’t 
confrontational warfare, it was wisdom, excellence, and divine alignment. The world doesn’t 
need louder Christians; it needs faithful ones who live by a higher code.  

 

Activities 

- Reenact Daniel’s story in three scenes: Entering Babylon, Refusing the king’s food, 
Interpreting the king’s dream. Pause after each scene to discuss lessons about influence.  

- What modern “Babylon” has God positioned you in? What character traits from Daniel’s life 
must you cultivate to remain faithful and effective?  

Section 6: Visionary Mandate and Strategic Activation  

 

Key Concepts: 

- You are not called to imitate the world—you are called to become a new kind of leader. 

- Vision is not about achieving personal goals but fulfilling divine purpose.  

- Your leadership must emerge from intimacy with God and clarity of assignment.  

Worksheet: Kingdom Vision Strategy 

Create a table like this in your notes: 

Vision Area | Current State | Kingdom Goal | Required Transformation  

------------     |--------------     |--------------          |------------------------ 
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Personal Life |                                    

Ministry/Church                                                  

Community Engagement                                      

National Influence                      

Final Reflection and Commissioning  

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 

Write your personal prayer, offering your vision back to God. Ask Him to recalibrate your heart 
for Kingdom influence. 

 

Activation Declaration 

I am not here to compete. I am called to influence.  

I am a seed. I am a light. I am yeast in the dough.  

I will not conform to this world. 

I live by the Spirit. 

I walk in vision. 

I function in Sonship. 

I operate under the government of Christ. 

And I advance the Kingdom of God in my generation.  


