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EIGHT STRATEGIES FOR  

MAKING A PARADIGM SHIFT 

 

By Isaiah-Phillips Akintola  

PortalsGate Publications 

Before examining the eight strategies for making an effective paradigm shift, it is important 
to briefly revisit what we mean by a paradigm shift. This overview is not the complete 
teaching, but it provides the foundation for the discussion that follows. To read the full 
article, please visit the PDF page on our website: www.portalsgate.org 

Introduction  

The subject of paradigm shift is one of the most pressing realities every human being will 
have to constantly reconsider and adjust to, particularly the believer who is determined to 
walk in the environment of possibilities. A follower of Christ does not have the option to 
remain static. The demands of kingdom life require a continuous offering of one's 
perspective to God for realignment. 

A paradigm is both the mental and spiritual framework through which a person reasons 
and perceives. It is the lens through which one interprets reality, the foundational structure 
that determines what a person sees as possible, what they recognize as a problem, and what 
they believe constitutes a solution. Reality is not determined by what is merely in view. It 
is shaped by the length and quality of interpretation a person brings to what they see. In 
relating to God's prophetic agendas, we must consistently arrive at a place where our seeing 
and our interpreting are in complete alignment with the will of God. A wrong paradigm 
will produce a wrong conclusion even when the information in view is accurate. 

Thomas Kuhn, who gave the term its modern philosophical weight in The Structure of 
Scientific Revolutions, described a paradigm as the accepted model or pattern governing a 
field of thought. When that model can no longer account for what is happening, the 
pressure builds until the old framework collapses, and a new one takes its place. Kuhn 
called that moment a paradigm shift. 

A paradigm shift is not a minor adjustment to how you view things. It is not a matter of 
tweaking your approach or working harder within the same mental structure. It is the 
complete overturning of the operating system by which you have been processing life, a 
fundamental break with the logic that has governed your thinking, your decisions, and your 
understanding of what is real, what is possible, and what God is doing. 
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A paradigm shift does not happen automatically. Crisis can create the pressure for it, but 
pressure alone does not produce transformation. Most people, when confronted with a 
situation that is not working, reach for a familiar tool rather than questioning whether the 
entire toolbox needs replacing. The result is a temporary solution applied to a structural 
problem, which is why the same crises repeat, personally, communally, and nationally, 
across generations. 

 

This pattern is especially pronounced within prophetic ministry. A believer can carry a 
genuine word from God and still misinterpret it, not because the word is flawed, but 
because the paradigm receiving it is. The lens shapes what you see, and a misaligned lens 
will distort even an accurate signal. Without a fundamental shift in the framework through 
which we interpret what God is saying and doing, we will continue cycling through the 
same conclusions, the same limitations, and the same ceilings. 

The eight strategies presented here are not techniques for coping within a broken 
framework. They are pathways for dismantling it and constructing a new one, calibrated to 
the mind of God, the demands of prophetic accuracy, and the forward movement of the 
kingdom. 

1. Submit Your Foundational Assumptions to Examination 

The beliefs you hold about yourself, about God's movement, and about what is possible 
form the walls of your current paradigm. Most people carry these beliefs as unexamined 
givens, inherited from family systems, cultural environments, religious tradition, or past 
experience. Because they are never brought into the light, they function as invisible 
governors on every decision made within them. 

Examination is not the same as doubt. It is the deliberate act of holding a belief up to the 
light and asking whether it is producing the fruit it claims to produce. Jesus modelled this 
in the Sermon on the Mount, positioning the inherited framework alongside a higher truth: 
'You have heard that it was said... but I tell you' (Matthew 5). That structure is an invitation 
to interrogate what you have received before deciding what to carry forward. The prophetic 
minister who never questions the assumptions inherited from their tradition will 
consistently read God's movement through a grid that may not be calibrated to the present 
season. Until foundational assumptions are surfaced and tested, every attempt at change 
operates within their limits. 

This is where prophetic formation must begin. The prophet who cannot examine their own 
framework cannot accurately interpret the framework of the times. Samuel had to unlearn 
the assumption that kingship resided in physical stature before God could direct him to 
David (1 Samuel 16:7). The adjustment was not theological information; it was a paradigm 
correction. God said plainly, 'The Lord does not look at the things people look at.' That 
correction had to be received before the anointing could flow in the right direction. 
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2. Prioritise Spiritual Reorientation Before Strategy 

Strategy without reorientation is the old paradigm working harder without the context of 
the new reality in view. The shift that matters is the one that happens in the spirit first, the 
ascent to a vantage point where the same circumstances look entirely different because 
they are now seen from God's perspective rather than from the ground level of anxiety, 
cultural conditioning, or personal history. 

Elisha's prayer in 2 Kings 6:17 models this with precision. He did not ask God to remove the 
threat; he asked God to open his servant's eyes. The army of horses and chariots of fire was 
already present. The servant simply lacked the paradigm to see it. The reality had not 
changed; the sight had. Spiritual reorientation is the act of positioning yourself to perceive 
what God has already placed in the environment, rather than responding only to what the 
natural framework can register. 

A prophetic community that rushes to strategy before reorientation will consistently 
mobilise in the wrong direction. The disciples after the crucifixion returned to fishing (John 
21:3) because their paradigm had not yet been reoriented to the resurrection reality. They 
were working from grief and confusion, not from the new framework the resurrection had 
opened. The Holy Spirit did not come to give them more information. He came to reorient 
their entire perceptual structure so they could function within the age that had now begun. 
Spiritual reorientation must precede strategy, or strategy becomes a sophisticated 
expression of the old order. 

3. Renew the Mind Deliberately and Consistently 

Romans 12:2 frames transformation as the product of renewal, not effort. The word 
metamorphoo points to a complete internal reconstitution. That reconstitution requires 
sustained, intentional input. A mind fed only on familiar sources will continue to produce 
familiar conclusions. Feeding the mind with new theological depth, new intellectual 
frameworks, new creative expressions, and new cross-disciplinary knowledge dismantles 
the old structure and gives the Spirit fresh material to work with. 

Renewal is not passive. It is an aggressive reorientation of what you allow to form your 
categories of thought. The sons of Issachar understood the times because they had 
cultivated the capacity to interpret what they were seeing (1 Chronicles 12:32). That capacity 
does not develop by accident. It is the fruit of a mind that has been consistently renewed 
beyond the borders of its original programming. A prophet who only reads what confirms 
what they already believe will produce a diminishing revelation. The mind must be 
stretched, challenged, and rebuilt around an ever-expanding encounter with the mind of 
God expressed in Scripture, in creation, in history, and in the observable patterns of how 
God moves across generations. 
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The Apostle Paul, writing from a Roman prison, still engaged Stoic philosophy, quoted 
Greek poets, and drew from the full breadth of the intellectual world of his day. His mind 
was not narrowed by his revelation; it was enlarged by it. Renewal means refusing to let the 
boundaries of your current tradition define the ceiling of your understanding. The person 
who submits only to what is already familiar will never think beyond where they currently 
stand. 

4. Stop Before You Pivot 

The reflex in a crisis is to accelerate, to do more, try harder, and move faster. That reflex is 
itself a product of the old paradigm, the belief that the solution lies within the same range 
of actions already being taken. Stopping disrupts that reflex and creates the space in which 
genuine re-evaluation becomes possible. 

The prophet Habakkuk understood this: 'I will stand at my watch and station myself on the 
ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me' (Habakkuk 2:1). He did not rush toward 
the next action. He positioned himself to receive a new framework before moving. The 
vision that followed came with explicit instruction to write it down, because what God was 
about to release required a new cognitive structure to carry it. The vision was for an 
appointed time. That appointment required Habakkuk to be still enough to receive it. 

Deliberate stillness is not the absence of engagement; it is the precondition for accurate 
engagement. Moses at the burning bush stopped, turned aside, and looked (Exodus 3:3-4). 
It was the act of stopping that initiated the encounter. God said to him, 'I have indeed seen 
the misery of my people.' The paradigm that would carry Israel out of Egypt was 
transmitted in that moment of stillness. No strategy for deliverance came before the 
encounter. The encounter preceded and produced the strategy. Shutting down the noise of 
familiar routines long enough to re-examine your operating system is not a delay to the 
pivot; it is the precondition for making the right one. 

5. Separate the Physical World From the Operational World 

The planet has not changed. What has changed is the operational architecture governing 
how people generate solutions, build systems, lead institutions, and engage opportunity. 
Confusing the two produces a dangerous inertia. Because the physical world looks familiar, 
people assume the operational world has remained stable, and they carry forward methods 
that the new environment has already rendered ineffective. 

Recognising this distinction is itself a paradigm shift. It frees you from the paralysis of 
thinking everything is the same when the systems, ideologies, and frameworks beneath 
your feet have restructured entirely. New technologies, new geopolitical realities, new 
economic formations, and new social configurations have redrawn the operational map. 
Those who insist on navigating the new map with old coordinates will consistently arrive 
at the wrong destination. 
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The church in Ephesus operated within a city that was a commercial and religious centre 
of the ancient world. Paul's approach to that city was not to use the methods that worked 
in Jerusalem. The operational environment was different, and the strategy had to reflect 
that difference. He reasoned in the synagogue, then in the lecture hall of Tyrannus (Acts 
19:8-10). He identified the operational structures of that city and engaged them on their 
own ground. The result was that 'all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord.' The physical world had not changed. Paul had simply learned 
to read the operational one. 

6. Refuse to Defend Structures God Has Already Moved Beyond 

One of the most costly expressions of an unreformed paradigm is the instinct to protect 
what has worked before. Leaders, institutions, and communities often invest their greatest 
energy in preserving structures that God has already completed and moved beyond. The 
structure was genuine in its season. The problem is treating a seasonal assignment as a 
permanent architecture. 

When leaders defend outdated structures, they do not simply stall their own progress; they 
obstruct the people under their care from entering what God is releasing. The willingness 
to release a proven methodology, to say that what worked then is not what is required now, 
is itself a paradigm shift in leadership posture. Isaiah 43:18-19 does not suggest forgetting 
the past out of ingratitude. It calls for releasing it so that perception remains free to register 
the new thing God is doing. 'Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am 
doing a new thing!' 

The tension the disciples carried between the old covenant structures and the new 
covenant reality is the same tension many leaders carry today between the methods of a 
former move and the requirements of the present one. The Jerusalem Council in Acts 15 
was convened precisely because some were insisting that the new community of believers 
carry the old structural requirements forward. The conclusion of that council did not 
dishonour the old covenant. It recognised that God had moved the operational framework, 
and the community was being called to follow. Defending what God has completed is not 
faithfulness; it is the kind of religious conservatism that consistently misses the season. 

7. Enlarge Your Capacity to See Opportunity 

Opportunity in this era is not hidden; it is invisible to those carrying an insufficient 
paradigm. New industries, new platforms, new expressions of kingdom engagement in 
medicine, commerce, governance, education, and technology are forming in plain sight. 
The person whose paradigm has not been enlarged will look at the same landscape and see 
only threat, loss, and confusion, because their framework holds no category for what is 
emerging. 
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Enlarging perceptual capacity requires deliberate exposure to new arenas, new voices, and 
new expressions of kingdom engagement beyond the borders of your current world. It 
requires the kind of cross-pollination that builds new cognitive categories. The ten spies 
sent into Canaan saw the same land as Caleb and Joshua, but their paradigm produced a 
completely different report (Numbers 13). What you see is always a function of the 
framework you are seeing through. Caleb and Joshua were not naively optimistic. Their 
paradigm was formed by a different reference point: the character and promise of God 
rather than the size of the opposition. 

For the prophetic community, this strategy carries a specific weight. The prophet who 
cannot see opportunity in the new terrain cannot offer the people a pathway into it. Elijah 
under the juniper tree could only see death (1 Kings 19:4). His paradigm had collapsed 
under the weight of Jezebel's threat. God did not rebuke him. He fed him, let him sleep, 
and then took him to Horeb to rebuild his framework. At Horeb, God showed him that 
seven thousand had not bowed to Baal, that Elisha was waiting to be anointed, and that the 
kings of Aram and Israel were positioned for strategic realignment. The opportunity was 
vast. Elijah simply did not have the paradigm to see it until God rebuilt it from the ground 
up. Enlarging your capacity to see opportunity requires the same sustained encounter with 
God's perspective. 

8. Develop the Wisdom to Diagnose Problems at Their Root 

Lazy thinking is the dominant intellectual posture of this era, and it is producing a 
generation of leaders, citizens, and communities that mistake symptoms for causes. When 
a problem surfaces at the personal, community, or national level, the instinctive response 
is to address what is visible rather than to interrogate what produced it. The result is a cycle 
of temporary solutions that relieve pressure without resolving the underlying condition, 
which is why the same crises return, often with greater intensity. 

Lazy thinking does not always present as disengagement. It often presents as busyness, as 
the relentless application of energy to surface-level interventions. The person who moves 
quickly from one fix to the next without stopping to ask what is actually generating the 
problem is not thinking rigorously; they are avoiding the discomfort that deep diagnosis 
requires. Proverbs 18:13 puts it plainly: 'To answer before listening, that is folly and shame.' 
The wisdom literature of Scripture consistently honours the person who takes time to 
understand before prescribing. 

The prophetic tradition in Scripture is fundamentally diagnostic. The prophets were not 
simply predictors; they were readers of root causes. Amos did not address the poverty in 
Israel without naming the systemic injustice producing it. Jeremiah did not call for national 
repentance without identifying the ideological and spiritual corruption at the source of the 
nation's collapse. Daniel interpreted dreams and deciphered writing on walls not because 
he was supernaturally gifted in isolation, but because his paradigm had been formed by a 
depth of wisdom that could trace the trajectory of events back to their origin. 
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Developing diagnostic wisdom means training yourself to ask second and third-order 
questions. Not only 'what is wrong?' but 'why does this keep happening?' Not only 'what is 
the presenting problem?' but 'what system, belief, or structure is generating it?' At the 
community and national level, this kind of thinking is rare precisely because it is costly. It 
requires the courage to name things that powerful interests prefer to leave unnamed. It 
requires a paradigm capacious enough to hold complexity without collapsing it into a 
simple narrative that is easy to manage but incapable of producing real change. 

Those who will lead genuine transformation in the next era will be those who have done 
the hard work of thinking deeply. They will not be the loudest voices or the most reactive. 
They will be the ones whose paradigm has been built on a foundation deep enough to 
sustain the weight of accurate diagnosis, and whose character has been formed enough to 
bear the responsibility of what that diagnosis reveals. 

These eight strategies are not a checklist. They form a framework for the kind of interior 
formation that precedes genuine external transformation. The paradigm shift God is calling 
for in this season reaches into the foundations of how individuals think, how communities 
organise, and how nations govern. Those willing to do that work will not simply survive the 
transition; they will lead it. 
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