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Peaking the Current Emphasis of the Spirit

The Upgrade Intercessory Initiative

By Isaiah-Phillips Akintola

Isaiah 50:4The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the
word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to
listen like one being instructed.

The Inner Awakening Before Public Movement

Whenever God moves to shift and advance His Kingdom order within human affairs, the
first sign is rarely a major public event. It often begins as an interior work, formed in the
place of prayer, where the inner man is awakened and repositioned to engage a higher
frequency of Kingdom activity.

This awakening is followed by a sustained spiritual quest and a deepening burden that moves
beyond routine patterns of prayer. It breaks through former mental frameworks about
intercession and realigns the spirit for a more prophetic and strategic expression of prayer.

When the Spirit of God initiates something new, He first prepares the vessel through which
that new thing will be released. This preparation takes place as the inner man is renewed,
recalibrated, and strengthened through continuous, Spirit-led prayer.

Paul prayed that God would strengthen believers with power through his Spirit in the inner
man (Ephesians 3:16). This strengthening is a divine impartation that enables a person to
receive fresh measures of grace, wisdom, and understanding, lifting prayer beyond former
benchmarks into new heights in the Spirit. Such prayer produces spiritual renovation and
enlarges the inner capacity needed to carry the greater divine demands of the season. God
does not pour the wine of a new season into a vessel that has not been enlarged. The
awakening of the inner man is the preparation of that vessel. Before the word is released, the
spirit within must first be broadened to carry it.
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This awakening always steers the person toward prayer and intercession. But the prayer that
follows this kind of awakening is not ordinary petition. It carries a different weight of
emphasis, a different quality, a different direction and momentum. The person who has been
inwardly awakened does not pray only from personal need. They begin to pray from divine
necessity, from the pull of something they sense in the spirit but cannot yet fully name. That
is the architecture of Spirit-initiated intercession. It does not originate in the mind of man.
It originates in the counsel of God.

The Architecture of Kingdom Prayer

A common misunderstanding is that prayer exists primarily to serve human need. This view
is not entirely wrong, because God does invite His people to bring their needs before Him.
Jesus said, "Ask and it will be given to you" (Matthew 7:7).

When prayer is reduced to personal petition alone, it loses its highest function. Prayer was
not designed merely to make life more comfortable for the person praying. It was designed
to establish, govern, and advance Kingdom initiative in the earth.

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He established the governing principle at the very
beginning: "Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew
6:10).

The prayer begins with the Kingdom. It begins with the will of heaven as the reference point
for what should be manifested in the earth. Kingdom prayer is not humanity presenting its
agenda to God. It is humanity aligning with God's agenda and becoming the instrument
through which that agenda is pressed into the natural realm.

e Prayer begins with the Kingdom, not merely with personal need.

e The will of heaven becomes the measure for what should manifest on earth.

e Theintercessor aligns with God's agenda rather than asking God to endorse a human
agenda.

The Repositioning of the Intercessor

The intercessor is not one who brings proposals to heaven, but one who receives the
proposals of heaven and carries them back into the earth through prayer, declaration, and
prophetic engagement. The place of prayer is where heaven and earth are brought into
alignment.
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It is where the gap between what God has purposed and what is currently manifesting is
closed. This is the architecture of Kingdom prayer, and it requires a spiritual posture that
petition alone cannot sustain.

Praying in the Spirit: Beyond the Mechanics

When the Spirit calls believers into a deeper dimension of intercession, one of the primary
instruments He activates is praying in tongues. This is a direct line of communication
between the spirit of man and the Spirit of God that bypasses the limitations of the human
mind. Paul wrote that he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, and that
no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit (1 Corinthians 14:2). These
mysteries are the hidden counsels of God being voiced through a yielded vessel.

Praying in tongues must be understood within a larger framework. The tongue is the
instrument, but the spirit of the person must be built and calibrated to carry what the tongue
is voicing. A tongue without a built-up inner man produces sound but lacks the weight of
true intercession. This is why Paul also said, I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray
with my mind (1 Corinthians 14:15). The mind must be renewed. The spirit must be trained.
The whole inner man must be enlarged through sustained time in the presence of God,
through the word, through fasting, through worship, through silence before Him.

Praying in the spirit is like a radio receiving a signal. The antenna must be strong enough to
pick up the frequency, and the tuner must be accurate enough to lock onto the right channel.
If the antenna is weak, signals are missed. If the tuner is imprecise, the wrong frequency
comes through. The condition of the inner man is the condition of that antenna. The more
time spent in the presence of God, the more the antenna is strengthened and the more
accurately the spirit can pick up what heaven is presently broadcasting.

There are many frequencies in the spirit realm, and not all of them are divine. The enemy
has positioned interference signals designed to disrupt intercession, to blur the clarity of
divine communication, and to redirect the intercessor toward noise rather than the voice of
God. A life rooted in obedience, in the word, in genuine surrender, acts as a filter. It dislodges
the interference and focuses the channel of prayer toward the throne. When that kind of
prayer goes up, it draws clarity, direction, and the impetus needed to carry out what God is
requiring in the season.
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The Groanings of the Spirit

There is a dimension of intercession that goes beyond what any human language, including
tongues, can fully express. Paul describes it in Romans 8:26 when he writes that we do not
know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. There are seasons in which the burden of God for a situation, for a
generation, for a people, is so profound that it exceeds the capacity of articulate prayer. In
those moments, the Spirit does not wait for the intercessor to find the right words. The Spirit
prays through the intercessor, using the faculties of the yielded vessel to voice the very
desires of the Father.

This form of intercession requires a complete laying down of personal agenda. The
intercessor who enters this dimension is not praying what they think God wants. They are
carrying what God himself is carrying and giving voice to the weight that heaven has placed
upon them. It requires an active and willing submission of the entire being to the movement
of the Holy Spirit. When this kind of prayer is released, it carries divine authority that far
exceeds what self-generated petition can produce.

The Spirit prays through our spirits because our spirits are the place of direct contact with
the divine. The soul, with all its opinion and emotion and memory, can distort intercession.
The spirit, when yielded, becomes a pure conduit. The development of the inner man is not
optional for the serious intercessor. The spirit must be built, trained, sensitized, and
enlarged so that it can carry the weight of what the Spirit of God wants to express through it
in the earth.

Understanding the New: What the Season Demands

God is not repeating himself in this season. He is advancing. Every move of God builds upon
what came before it, but it also supersedes what came before it. What God did in a previous
generation was real, necessary, and purposeful. The next expression of Kingdom
advancement is not a repetition of the last one. It is a new emphasis, a new dimension, a new
governmental expression of the authority of Christ in the earth. The intercessor locked in
the language and paradigm of the previous season will fail to discern what God is doing now.

The critical function of the prophetic intercessor is to discern the current emphasis of the
Spirit. Not what God did, but what God is doing. Not what heaven was saying, but what
heaven is saying now. Jeremiah describes this with precision when God shows him the
almond tree and says, [ am watching over my word to perform it (Jeremiah 1:12).
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The word watching carries the sense of a vigilant, expectant readiness. God is actively
watching over the current word, the now word, to bring it to pass. The intercessor who carries
that now word and prays it back to heaven participates in its performance.

The danger in every generation is the tendency to recycle the old under the language of the
new. Old frameworks are given new names. Old methods are dressed in current vocabulary.
The Spirit is not asking for a refurbishment of what was. He is demanding the burial of what
has served its purpose and the reception of what is genuinely new. This requires
discernment, humility, and a willingness to lay down what an intercessor has built their
spiritual identity around, and to ask God what He is building now.

The Return in the Power of the Spirit

Luke 4:14 records that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit. This was not a
casual statement of geography. It was a declaration of prophetic significance. Jesus had
passed through the wilderness. He had fasted for forty days. He had faced the full assault of
the enemy's temptations and had overcome each one through the word of God. When he
returned, he did not return in the same condition in which he had entered the wilderness.
He returned in the power of the Spirit. The wilderness had not diminished him. The
wilderness had prepared him.

God is releasing this pattern again in this season. There is a company of men and women
who have been in a wilderness. Some have been in seasons of obscurity, in which those who
once knew them concluded that nothing would come from them. Some have been in seasons
of intense internal processing, in which God was dealing with the things that could not
survive the weight of what He was about to place upon them. Some have passed through
loss, through disappointment, through the death of things they had built and trusted in.
These are not stories of failure. These are the accounts of preparation.

There is now a return. Not a return to what was, but a return to the arena of engagement. A
return to society, to the community, to the systems that have governed people, with an
entirely different level of authority than they carried before. This return is Spirit-propelled.
When Moses returned from the wilderness to Egypt, he did not return with his own
cleverness. He returned with the authority of the I AM, and the system of Pharaoh cracked
under the weight of that authority.

The men and women who are returning in this season are not returning to demonstrate their
gifts. They are returning to execute a mandate. That mandate is stamped with the authority
of heaven, grounded in the word of God, and will not be stopped by any resistance the
systems of this age can marshal against it.
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The Mandate of the Return: Luke 4:18

When Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit, he immediately identified the content of the
mandate that return carried. He read from Isaiah 61 in the synagogue: The Spirit of the Lord
is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed
free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor (Luke 4:18-19). Every element of it speaks to a
form of captivity that the power of the Spirit is now commissioned to address.

The poor are not merely those without money. In its full biblical dimension, poverty is a
condition of deprivation, of being cut off from what God intended for a person to carry and
to enjoy. The anointing to preach good news to the poor is the anointing to declare to those
who have been stripped of inheritance, of dignity, of spiritual wealth, that the season of their
poverty has ended. The Kingdom of God arrives with restoration, not with sympathy.

The prisoners are not only those in physical cells. The systems of this age have constructed
prisons of ideology, of false religion, of cultural captivity, of economic enslavement, and of
psychological bondage. The return of this company of people is the return of the
proclamation of freedom. This proclamation does not negotiate with the prison. It declares
its authority over the prison and calls the captive out. What was prayed in the secret place
becomes declared in the open.

The year of the Lord's favor is the declaration of a kairos moment, a divinely appointed
window in which the supernatural acceleration of Kingdom purposes becomes available to
all who will receive it. The intercessor does not manufacture this window. The intercessor
discerns it, enters it, and declares it. The prophetic voice and the interceding voice operate
as one integrated instrument of Kingdom advancement.

Intercession as Governmental Activity

The popular image of intercession is of someone prostrated in prayer, calling out to God on
behalf of others. Intercession in its fullest expression is governmental. It is the activity of a
spiritual legislator who operates in the heavenly places to determine what will be permitted
and what will be refused in the earth. Jesus made this explicit when he said, whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven (Matthew 18:18). This is the description of a governing function that has been
delegated to the church.

The intercessor who has been built up through the seasons, tested in the wilderness, and
processed by God in the hidden place, returns to this function with a higher level of spiritual
authority than they carried before.
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They are not guessing when they pray. They are governing. They are aligning with what God
has already determined to do and giving it voice in the realm of the Spirit, which then draws
it into the natural.

Prayer that governs carries and enforces the decrees of heaven. Daniel understood this when
he prayed through the opposition of principalities to see the word of God fulfilled for his
people (Daniel 10:12-13). Paul understood this when he described the church's warfare as the
pulling down of strongholds and the casting down of arguments that set themselves up
against the knowledge of God (2 Corinthians 10:4-5). Intercession at this level is a kingdom
weapon in the hand of a prepared and commissioned people.

The Expectation of This Season

God is calling a company of people in this season into this level of intercessory engagement.
This call is not being issued through noise or spectacle. It is being issued through an interior
stirring, a drawing of the heart, a hunger that cannot be satisfied by the ordinary. Those
experiencing this have found that the old patterns of prayer feel insufficient. Their spirit is
reaching for something larger, something with more weight, something that connects to the
purposes of God on a scale they have not previously engaged.

That stirring is the invitation. The Spirit is gathering an intercessory company, a people who
have been through the processing seasons and who are now being positioned to return in
the power of the Spirit to engage the systems, the communities, the nations, and the church
itself with the full weight of Kingdom authority. This return will produce reformation. It will
open blind eyes, both natural and spiritual. It will open prison doors that the systems of
religion and culture have locked. It will declare the year of the Lord's favor over people and
places that have known only the year of the enemy's advantage.

The Spirit is not calling the church to a meeting. He is calling the church to a mandate. The
intercession of this season is not preparatory to something else. It is the something else. The
place of prayer is the place of government, and those who take their position there with a
built-up spirit, an aligned heart, and a discerned word will see the intentions of God manifest
upon the earth.

PortalsGate Publications | portalsgate.org


http://www.portalsgate.org/

